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Tories admit their anti-Blair 
campaign was a total failure 

It didn’t 

► 

hurt. 

It didn’t 

work 
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Other threats that will be 
highlighted include a sell-out to 
Kpe. higher taxes, and a 

resurgence of union power. 
Drawing a comparison with 

Wilson and Callaghan, the Par 
ty chairman, Brian Mawhmney 
Sid on Friday: “In many im 
nort ant respects, Labcwr have 
ITmore dangerous polity «*g£ 
da today than they did in the 
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Aids adverts 
are they for 
gays only? 
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Health Editor -pb 

Cicht hours in England a a™ 

«« or bfsmual man » 

itauvr.uhich h^hce^duhbcd nuau 

hv critics as ih«. r.-^ay t 
the Aids campaign. . , 

HIV-nosilive men arc the J 

Hl ofthc “^aliiy Can ?' 

paign - which uses gay lifestyle s«a 
Images to promote safe sex as g* 

a T is f the' first mass-media “ 
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Higgins Trust, which has prev- be 
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tutors with opportunities for m 
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hiah-risk partners, or exposure 
io“HIV abroad. 

The vast majority ot 

HIV transmissions continue t 

occur among gay or biscvuai 
men - up to UJOO new infcdions 
a year - and an incre^e in oth' 

ef sexually-lrunsmitted diseases 
unprotected 

between men isonihe increase- 
Critics, such as Andrew Ntil. 
former editor of The Sunday 
Times, and Neville Hodglamon. 
the former science corrtspon- 
denl of that paper, which ran a 
long and damaging campaign 
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Aids (later picked up b> r«J 
Daily Mail), say that this is. and 


always was. the reality of Aids 

m Thev havc accused the Gov- 
ernment of falling prev to a guy 
conspiracy to push the myth 
of a^heterosexual epidemic in 
order to boost funds for treat- 
ment of gay men. and some gay 
activists have go "finned 
view James Taylor, of the cnar 
itN . Gav Men Fighting Aids, 

^id last week that lhc hel *j®" 

sexual feurfac.br hud been . n- 

.roduced lo persuade the 
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Middle England.hesaid. 

However, public health ex 
nerts are adamant that the 
‘ Government's pOMPpt acnon in 
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v cam paign s, such as the rnfammis 
r “icebergs and tombstones. 

J aimed at heterosexuals, gay 
n and bisexual men, and drug 
users, have resulted m Bnuun 
it having the lowest Aids/Hiv 
S in Western Europe 
Other factors, such as thu 
«_ British propensity for mono- 

S ^-ShTeSSitdC 

* ass&^ssKffi 

er- ^urwhL-htofourbn.eu he 

of Aids prevention strat^gu-s. . 
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• Nick partridge, chief ext-cu- 
IJJf live of THT. said last night that 
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“ voung people, drug users and 
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ra ? L? heterosexuals. It is not either a 
paign h fS' or a disease that 
?ffi wl.fceryone. There hau 
s. and to be a broad approach. 
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Thatcher’s social season. Vesterdav, Lady Thatcher 

The former prime tmmste^ 5 ^ of {fie country on a pn- 

private office e5 5 ,lame ^S_ r .^f e visit. She is planning to go 
§ay that the summer calendar y* l H Kong for a few- dajs 
«kai ivqcnn mhv the famous v i» rtiina the 
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is "the reason why the famous 
handbag has been seen swing- 
ing at a variety of targets in re- 
cent days. 

• Even some of her 
dent admirers, including the ue- 
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when she may p*e China tht 
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But a diet of beef is not the | 
problem. Her office yesterday 
Ed a simple explanation. 
•■Summer is the time when in- 
vitauons to drinks 
and She meets a lot of mKrc. l 

inn people in conversation 

nodiing more simsur rb-in rbn^ 
-You cannot exputi her 
stand there and say nothing. 
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MPs and the great British seaside holiday 


From my cyric in the press 
gallery 1 looked down upon a 
scene of devastation and civil 
strife. Scottish Labour MPs 
gurgled obscenities about ref- 
erenda and consultation. Grey- 
haired Welshmen wept for die 
future of their Assembly. Here 
and there rebellious spirits hud- 
dled together to mutter about 
fascism in one party, echoing 
Ken Livingstone's comparison 
between Benito Mussolini and 
Antonio Blair. 

Naturally, it took my very 
special insight to sec all this. To 
the untutored eye all would have 
looked normal; two dozen or so 
Labour MPs gathered together 
to ask questions about National 
Heritage and, of course, to laugh 

at Virginia Botlomlev. A harm- 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 


less enough pastime to be sure, 
but beneath the surface there was 
a toiling undertow, a confusion, 
a deep unease. Which policy was 
next for the chop? 

Man of the moment is New- 
port's hirsute member, Paul 
Flynn. Through the early 
afternoon Mr Flynn appeared 
in. and disappeared from, the 


Chamber several times. Unfol- 
letted in appearance to begin 
with, his hair and beard became 
gradually more disarranged as 
he rushed between House and 
studios; his tie loosening and bis 
jacket riding up. Another cou- 
ple of hours and he would have 
been down to his sodks. Such 
sartorial carelessness made him 
a magnet to admiring would-be 
rebels on the Labour benches. 

Tony Banks came and told 
him a rude story, Diane Abbott 
shared one of her strange girl- 
ish giggles with him, Jeremy 
Corbyn sat in boat of him and 
had a little smoulder. Rebellion 
was in the air! 

And it was hardly surprising. 
New Labour's policies are dif- 
ficult to undezstand sometimes: 


Take, far example, the important 
matter of the seaside. Roger 
Gale (Con, North Thanet) 
asked Virginia a Tbiy Heritage 
Question (a THQ consists of an 
avid free-marfcet MP requesting 
vast sums of lottery money for 
his or her constituency) about 
the reconstruction of Margate. 

Mis Bottorolcy solemnly told 
the House that she was “a great 
believer in the British seaside 
holiday". This gave rise to tit- 
ters in the Labour ranks, as they 
mentally pictured the Secretary 
of State in McGill-like poses on 
Margate sands. “Of course", 
thundered Virginia, “such den- 
igration of the seaside bodes ill 
for the seaside holiday industry, 
should die party opposite come 
to power!" And it's true. 


Paul Ftyun may be wedded to 
the windy delights of Barry Is- 
land, but one suspects that New 
Labour means good only to the 
villa rentiers of Tuscany and the 
Dordogne. Mrs McSorley's 
guesthouse (no dogs, children 
or sex) wfl] oe an early casual- 
ty of a change of government. 

More evidence of Blairist 
backsliding came bom Jacqui 
Lait (Con, Hastings and Rye), 
who revealed that June's edition 
of Lottery Monitor had suggest- 
ed that Labour might use lot- 
tery money for education and 
stuff like that. 

Lawks a mussy me, ex- 
claimed Ginny horrified, this 
would be “a betrayal of the prin- 
ciple of addftona&yr Members 
opposite were thunderstruck - 


not additionality! Betray so- 
cialism, sell-out over equality, 
turn your back on human rights 
- but for God’s sake Tony, 
leave additionality intact! 

Just how fer this tinkering has 
gone was exposed later on by 
that veteran lam Dalyell. Mr 
DalyeU, who manages success- 
fully to negotiate treat fine line 
between portentousness and 
pomposity, made reference to 
the South African Foreign Min- 
ister “Dr Nzozo”. Could this, I 
wondered, be how New Labour 
now described the estimable Dr 
Alfred Nzo? Was this the dread 
additionality by which we are all 
to have our names extended? If 
so it's tough on Dawn Pri- 
matolorolo and Keith 
Vzazazaz. And on me. 



Ministers will 
block European 
48-hour week 


The Government will obstruct 
any move by the European 
Court of Justice (ECJ) to 
impose a 48-hour working week 
on Britain. 

The Cabinet’s hard-line de- 
cision, which marks the most 
hostile stance yet taken by min- 
isters against Brussels interfer- 
ence. was taken at a meeting of 
ministers attended by Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, and 
Malcolm Rifkind. the Foreign 
Secretary. 

If the 'move is upheld by the 
ECJ. Britain would have to in- 
troduce laws providing for rest 
breaks after six consecutive 
hours, a minimum daily rest pe- 
riod of 1 1 hours; four weeks' an- 
nual paid holiday: a maximum 
eight-hour average shift for 
night work: and at least one day 
off a week. The Government 
won exemptions for rail. air. 
avid, sea and inland water- 
ways workers, and for 
junior doctors and priests. 

Senior Home Office sources 
have told the Independent that 
if the European Court judgment 
goes against Britain, as expect- 
ed. the Gkwemmcnt will “play 
for tune" and refuse to move on 
the ruling before the general 
election. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secrctaiy, failed to win support 
far a mote direct rejection of the 
ruling at a meeting last week of 
the Cabinet committee on over- 
seas policy and defence. His 
supporters said the Foreign 
Secretary, the Chancellor, and 
Sir Patrick Mayhew. the 
Secretary i«l Slate lor Northern 
Ireland, were among those 
opposing tougher action. 

But the Cabinet committee 


Court ailing may impose better rights 
for British workers, Colin Brown reports 


agreed that Britain will not 
legislate until after it has ex- 
hausted negotiations for re- 
forms of the ECJ through the 
nUer-govcnanemal conference, 
which could last for most of next 
year. In the meantime White- 
hall civil servants have been or- 
dered to be less zealous in 
implementing directives from 
the European Commission. 

Mr Howard, the Cabinet's 
leading Euro-sceptic, will also 
announce plans to recover some 
powers from Brussels over 
emergency planning for civil dis- 
asters such as nuclear acci- 
dents and floods. 

The Home Secretary's move 
was hailed by Euro-sceptic Tory 
MPs as part of a much wider 
strategy to challenge the pow- 
ers of the European Court. “It 
is very significant. It Ls the start 
of rolling back the influence of 
the EU," said a ministerial 
source. 

The Court was expected to 
announce by Thursday whether 
it intends to uphold the inter- 
im judgment by a French 
advocate-general, hut Euro- 
pean Commission sources said 
it could be delayed until the 
autumn. 

Ministers believe they can 
turn the tables on Labour by op- 
posing the regulation, which 
they believe will hit business and 
cost jobv The Euro-sceptics, as 
disclosed last week in the In- 
dependent. have agreed to an 
armistice in advance of the 
general election. But yesterday 
the pm-Europcan wing of the 


Tory party, led by Douglas Hurd 
and Lord Howe, two former 
Foreign Secretaries, fought 
back with a pamphlet, “Time to 
return to Euro-sanity", intend- 
ed to counter the influence of 
Sir James Goldsmith in calling 
for a referendum on Britain’s 
membership of the EU. 

Sir James will raise his ban- 
ner in the Commons tomorrow 
with a speech to the Parlia- 
mentary Press Gallery. It will be 
attended by many Tory MPs, in 
spite of the Prime Minister's or- 
der to stop Bill Cash taking 
funds from Sir James for an 
anti-EU think-tank. 

Mr Hurd accused the Euro- 
sceptics of a “poisonous and 
prejudiced" debate over Eu- 
rope. which had obscured the 
Government's “admirable" 
white paper on Britain's role in 
the EU. He told a press con- 
ference that Mr Howard's at- 
tempt to renegotiate part of the 
Maastricht treaty should not be 
the start of an attempt to 
diminish the supra-national 
powers of the EU. "You need 
supra-national organisations 
for an effective single market in 
which people don’t cheat You 
need a directly elected Euro- 
pean Parliament. They are po- 
tential allies," Mr Hurd said. 

Edwina Currie, another 
member of the pro-European 
lory group, said Britain had 
never elected a Euro-sceptic 
Government - a clear warning 
that the Tories' election chances 
could be wrecked by a Euro- 
sceptic manifesto. 
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Long day: EC Commissioner Franz Fischler and Douglas Hogg (left) Photograph: Joel Chant 


Farmers put on a brave 
face for the Royal Show 


JOJO MOYES 

With its sea of ruddy faces, 
glassy livestock and booming 
brass’ bands, the atmosphere at 
the opening of The Royal Show 
at Stonelcigh. Warwick, yes- 
terday could he described as 
bullish. 

Bui beyond the bowler hats, 
rosettes and well-trodden cat- 
tle dung at Britain's biggest agri- 
cultural event there were signs 
that this was an industry under 
siege. Visitors had to drive past 
protesters bearing placards of 
factory farming images. “Beef 
farmers." they read, "is your in- 
dustry worth this?" 

Overhead a small hi- plane 
circled, the banner streaming 


out behind it read: “CJD-BSE 
- don’t risk lifting calf ban - 
REA" and every Land Rover 
bore imploring stickers: “Eat 
British beef with confidence." 

Feelings are running high in 
Britain's farming communities. 
And the decision of Franz Fis- 
chler. the EC Agriculture Com- 
missioner responsible for 
upholding the European ban on 
British beef products, to make 
himself the prize exhibit was 
widely regarded as a brave one. 

Mr Fischler (a sturdy Austri- 
an breed, well-groomed) told the 
show: “l know these are partic- 
ularly difficult times ... all the 
more important to keep the di- 
alogue going, la cany on with the 
negotiations." he said. 


June Jenkinson, a farmer 
from Cumbria, was not im- 
pressed. “It’s nothing that we 
haven't heard already, is it?" she 
said. But the Minister of Agri- 
culture Douglas Hogg was doing 
what he could. In a day that en- 
compassed visits to the stands of 
Farmers Weekly, The Country 
Landowners Association ana 
The Hereford Breed Society, Mr 
Hogg f small British breeiwcfl 
over the 30-month age limit) was 
keen to reassure fanners that 
the Government was doing 
everything possible to speed 
the end of the beef crisis. 

On a day of bon e faces, it was 
left to one stall to highlight the 
strains on formers - the Samar- 
itans, who attend every year. 


Peers vote to give asylum 
seekers three days grace 


JOHN RENTOUL 

The Govcmmcnl was defeated 
in the House of Lords yester- 
day when peers voted in give 
people arriving in the UK three 
days to claim political asylum. 

A Labour amendment to al- 
low three days' grace for claims 
for refugee status was passed by 
158 votes to 155. an opposition 
majority of three. 

Bui hereditary Conservative 
peers ensured lhat Govern- 
ment plans to deprive asylum 
seekers of welfare benefits while 
they appeal against refusal of 
refugee status squeaked 
through the House of Lords. 
The Government won the vote 
by jusl 15 votes, 153 to 140 af- 
ter it Inserted a last-minute 
clause in the Asylum Bill to re- 
verse a decision of the Appeal 
Court against Peter LiUey, Sec- 
retary of State for Social" Secu- 
rity. 

Three bishops spoke against 
the Government's plans, as did 
Lord Donaldson, the former 


Master of the Rolls. 

A Labour source estimated 
that between a half and two- 
thirds of Tory peers backing the 
Government were hereditary, 
strengthening Labour’s argu- 
ment for scrapping their right 

to vote. 

The “three day" amendment, 
moved by Baroness Hollis. 
Labour's social security spokes- 
woman in the Lords, will moke 
an important difference in prac- 
tice to a number of difficult asy- 
lum cases, where new arrivals In 
the UK are loo fearful or con- 
fused to make an application for 
refugee status at their port of 
entry. 

Tory critics argue that the 
amendment will give immigra- 
tion and awium advisory groups 
to “coach" ’illegal immigrants af- 
ter arrival and encourage them 
to make bogus asylum applica- 
tions. 

Earl Russell, social security 
spokesman for the liberal De- 
mocrats In the Lords, said: 
“This is a very small but very 


welcome amendment. It does 
not make the Government’s 
proposals acceptable. It cuts wit 
one bar from the window of the 
prison ccJL It does not make ihe 
denial of benefits acceptable." 

Referring to the Appeal 
Court judgment. Lord Russell 
went on: “Lord Justice Simon 
Brown asked whether we were 
a civilised country and got the 
answer, ’Maybe'." 

Lord Macintosh, Labour's 
deputy leader m the Lords, 
said: "The Government are still 
wrong to withdraw benefits in 
this way, rather than speeding 
up decision-making processes, 
but this amendment will make 
a difference - The statistics 
show that the person who ap- 
plies after arrival is just as like- 
ly to be genuine as the person 
who applies at non of entry" 

He also claimed that the 
Government's baste was pro- 
ducing poor legislation. The 
Government tabled three fur- 
ther amendments to its own 
clause. 
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• N refond btiservetfa minute's . silence yesKrddy v. 
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wbat bas amazed- me, w Ms Guerin saia; “that even * . • 
though a ;Gfoa rd Jras t>een mu rder e d and anotfi e" r : X:-' r -'r 
seriously nriiired, thaF^bmO racnibers of. the public 
ares till willing to'protect these guys.’" Heroonxment / 
came after She higmighttd the extensive netwbik of -1 
1 saf6hemses andfarms^ounffLiiderick eiiablmg:fhe 
IRA to operate freely in the: area. Alan Murdock 



, . r fc Thfi ^SecretaTy of ' “ 

_ JJHerita^.'Vttguiia^ottoinley, 

^ announced itirgets. that^ Tiroa^ster^:wit^ tpe : ’ . ' . 

: context of the^ ^BirdailCastine BiU; musEhttiin-in 
. providfog subtide^nudio-de$cription and sigh,' - - ; ; 
Janguage to accompany, propamroes. Original targets /; 
.. sought t<trequire'4igiia/ broadcasters to Suhtifle '9 &: . 

; per centbf of gE^ting ' : 1 

: thmf ticence^ and hfo/t50.p^b^tau rfib-d escribed 
: for the blmd aud paxtiafiy sighted and lO per ceht , . 

'• wi th sigrUang^iage. Howerrer the ntiu istet argue d tha t 
tks.-.w6ce * fc f .> 

announced tinsels dfhff pei' ceut forisnbtitling. Ifrjier 
> oeht for. auiiio-des^iptipii and 5 per derrt for rigning. : ; 

T hoDHat^isorwhorecommelildedagrOritOf 

£850,000 of taipay evs r money to.^om-Data : ■... ; r 
" Goiporation. a computer company, short ly beford ^ , . 
becoming its chairiiian,.saidyestorday Bis behaviour .'= ■ 
; /wasnodi3fferentTrbmt^tc£govemmentiiimisters.:' 
Kenneth HoImes, whQ #a& advfeer to the South West 
Industrial Development. Board said: “At the time, y 
ministers joined, boards of companies they privatised 
aidd senior ervil servants, did the same - if is mjt '. ' - 

' unique to advisers to tbe DHv’ . • 

Rom-Data; which subsequently collapised, is at the 
centre of. a Serious Fraud Office inquiry and,- as the 
Independent revealed yesterday, the Government has. 

' launched an urgent review, of possible conflicts of r l . 
interest between it? grant-approving bodies, the 
regional development boards and Use companies 
receiving the cash. Mr Holmes declared bis intention 
to join Rom-Data before his colleagues approved the . 
-omit. But David Jamieson, MP for Devon port, who 
has campaigned for an inquiry into Rom-Data and 
* possible conflicts of interest, said members declaring 
an interest was not enough. “Millions of .pounds of 
taxpayers’ money. Has been handled by small groups 
.. of businessmen on these development boards who are 
totally qo accountable.” he said. Chris Blackhurst 
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Mouth burnt on a pie? Join the rush to sue 


^ eating; 
apple pie, or a burglar sue? 

SgWBKSg 

"here wrifs arc fed rff ifc, .S 
**tttsn.il 1 ewa dwe ^?“ 
todlmg rush to the courts has 

^a^ srubbiDga,eirl, “* 




The decision by Cyril Smith; 
JJJf a9 year old cancer patient 
Portsmouth, who issuing 
ais health authority because it 
r '™ 1 S J y - diagnosed that he 
naa three months to live came 
as no great surprise to many lit- 
igation experts. Some claim 
utat the number of such med- 
ical negligence cases are in- 
crasing by 15 per cent a year. 

Mark Cran QC, who has 
numbered George Michael - 


oemly awarded £1 2 minimi r "p? e 14 gone through the 

damages between them for nfl fe ^ ang 10 “T ^ rescue fans 
anguish they suffered nS' - he w ^° were 4yt°g and had been 
'a?HllfaSSnS > ta£^ni ^P^-OffiSrswhodidnot 
1989, which left 96 jS£ chL^ ^ te T fl*** 1 ** where fans were 
The fienrp- rpgi>hik< ■ crushed lost a similar claim 

of-court settlement wiS South rn^jf. ° f ^ dead 
Yorkshire police SODie of received nothing 

before a hSriSL J ^L^5?“ r or awards as low as £2,000, were 
P^te forthe ^ ^i the scale of the seitk- 


PJnsateforthep^up^SS 

stress suffered by the officers. 




ment, pointing out that die 14 
had chosen to be police officers. 


case ofthe scalding apple pie 


Darren Miles, aged 28, won 
i/nO compensation from Mc- 
J£T£ **« September after 
the hot filling from an apple pie 
fell out and scalded his arm. 

Mr Miles, from Andover, 
Hampshire, fears he may be 
permanently scarred as a result 

A* t £ e ..? ccidenL Hk lawyer, 
Aftab Ahmed, said that the pie 
had not been fit for its purpose 


- to be eaten immediately after 
sale. “Had a child been injured 
in this way it could have been 
a lot more serious.” McDonald's 
. settled out of court without ac- 
cepting liability. In the US two 
years ago an 81-year-old woman 
won £1.3milUon, later reduced 
to £320,000, for bums suffered 
after opening a cup of Mc- 
Donald's coffee. 


The case of the burglary victim , 


A burglary victim was told by a 
court to pay £4,000 damages - 
to the burglar. 

Allotment holder Ted New- 
beiy, 82, shot intruder Mark 
Rfivill in his shed near Ilkeston, 
Derbyshire. Revill was later 
jailed for the burglary but sued 
Newbery for damages, claiming 
that the injuries bad been trau- 
matic and had “ruined his life". 


A judge awarded £4,033 dam- 
ages, an amount which would 
have been larger if the burglar 
had not been partly to blame. 
Mr Justice Rougier com- 
mented: *Tb poke a shotgun 
through a hole and fire it with 
the knowledge that there are 
people outside constitutes 
negligence to the point of 
recklessness.” 


The case of the holiday 


In June last year two British 
women were awarded £3,000 
damages and costs after they 
were pestered and sexually 
harassed by staff at a hotel 
in Tunisia. 

What made the case unique 
was that the two women, Tracey 
and Rachel Heald, who were 
awarded the' money by a 
county court for “psychological 
injury”, had sued the tour op- 


erators, Thomson, in Britain. 
Both tourists were on their first 
trip abroad and said they suf- 
fered unwanted attention and 
an obscene gesture. 

Lawyers - for the -women, 
hailed the case as forcing four 
operators to beshorc? careful m 


Social worker John Walker was 
awarded £175,000 compensa- 
tion last year when be success- 
folly claimed that his employers 
had subjected him to too much 
stress, which led him to two ner- 
vous breakdowns and forced 
him into early retirement. 

A settlement was reached 
with his employers, Northum- 


their choijj^^. accommod- 
ation:, botgeuee, the operators , 
are now wondering justhbw for 
their liability extends. • 


berland County Council, after 
a High Court judgement and be- 
fore a Court of Appeal hearing. 

It was the first successfol 
stress-related civil action. \ 

A spokesman for bis union. 
Unison, said it was a landmark 
case: “When we meet employ- 
ers .. .1 believe wifi sow treat 
us more seriously.” . 


among his clients, says too 
many people resort to law 
whenever they suffer a mishap, 
“They have come lo believe that 
whatever goes wrong in life is 
someone's fault and that there 
is do such thing as bad luck. 
Something is amiss 
The Law Society’s Suzanne 
Bum pointed out that while 
overall litigation is not rising, the 
number of personal injury, pro- 
fessional negligence and med- 


Reports: Michael Streeter 


ical negl igence suits is climbing. 
“There is a growing awareness 
among consumers of their 
rights." 

Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that Iasi year's new “no win no 
fee" rules where lawyers and 
clients can agree lo waive pay- 
ment unless a case is successful 


have boosted the trend towards 
Amcrican-styie litigation. 

The system does appear to 
be proving popular," said Ms 
Burn. Moreover, research sug- 
gests that only a small percent- 
age of potential negligence 
cases are ever taken up io this 
counity - leaving plenty of scope 


for more actions. . 

Fraser Whitehead, a senior 
partner with law firm Russell, 
Jones and Whiter which spe- 
cialises in negligence cases, said 
the apparent growth in legal ac- 
tion was explained by a shift 
from "unfashionable" cases 
as factory and mine acci- 
dents to the more headline- 
catching actions such as those 
involving stress. 

Jt>r many , be said, there was 


no alternative to law as insur- 
ance firms got more cost-con- 
scious and the legal system tried 
to speed up court cases. 

A growth area has been 
ggfll^ public authorities. Last 
year the Metropolitan police 
was ordered by courts to p ay 
£267,000 in compensation to vic- 
tims of ill-treatment. This year 
already the figure is nearly 
£lm31ion. 

John Mead, a claims manager 



Landmark cases: from top left: Abetfan, the tragedy that went unchallenged; Hillsborough, where police won substantial damages; a piping hot 
McDonald’s apple pie of the type that burnt a customer's mouth; and the case ofthe rugby referee held liable for injuries sustained by a player 



Rugby referee'MkhaelNolau 
set a precedent when a High 
Court judge rated in April that 
he was fiabfe for a damages 
claim from ayoung player who 
was paralysed when a scrum 
collapsed in a match he was 
controlling. 

Mr Justice Curtis held that 
the referee had "faded to ex- 




ercise reasonable care and ddfl" 
in preventing scrum collapses. 
.The court had heard that the 
game was niftgty and over-vio- 
lent and .suffered an “abnor- 
mally high" number of such 
collapses. 

Successful litigant Ben Sxnol- 
doa, now 21, was crippled for 
life by the incident. 


Gazza finds a match to celebrate 









for Zurich Municipal, which 
specialises in insuring local au- 
thorities, said there was a 
marked increase in “bizarre" le- 
gal actions. 

Many observes point to the 
rising legal aid bill which has 
funded many neglingence ac- 
tions. In 1991-2 the net legal 
aid cost in medical negligence 
cases in England was £5.9nrii- 
lion; by 1993-4 it had leapt to 
£2I.9milliorL 

Winning 

damages 

for fun 
in a bar 


Litigation may be getting 
worse in Britain - bat we still 
have a long way lo catch up 
the land of the lawyer - the 
United States. 

Just days ago it was 
announced that film maker 
Oliver Stone was being sued 
for £20m by a victim of 
“copycat" violence from his 
film Natural Bom Killers. 

A New Mexico woman won 
$l.Sm (reduced on appeal) 
when she was scalded taking 
off the lid of a cup of 
McDonald's coffee; A man 
won $8m after throwing 
himself in front of a subway 
train which sliced off his legs 

- apparently suicides should 
be warned of the risk. Then 
there was the woman who 
successfully sued the owners 
of a bar which sbe fell out of, 
drank, and hurt herself 

In a recent case a woman 
sued a New York newspaper 
after sbe tripped over the 
paper bundle on the 
doorstep. Her case? - the 
newspaper was "too fat". 

Another litigant successfully 
sued after their bare feet were 
mangl ed. The machine had a 
sign saying “do not use with 
bare feet”; but had not 
apparently made it dear that 
using it with bare feet could 
hurt you ... 

And, maybe apocryphally. 
a woman took the manufac- 
turers of her microwave oven 
to court after she had tried to 
dry her pet dog in it She 
complained that the machine 
had not displayed a sign 
warning of the consequences 

- roast dog. 



hings 


t* 


Although it did not have the 
intended fairytale prelude of 
England carrying off the Euro- 
pean Championship, the wed- 
ding of the England footballer 
Paul Gascoigne to his long- 
time girlfriend, Sheryl Fades, 
was nevertheless celebrated in 
Style yesterday at a country 
house hotel 




vwws before a 100 -strong con- 
greratkm including family, old 
friends from his native Tyneside, 
cnniand’s Euro 96 squad ana 



•V; .« 

'* it 


Venables. . 

The ceremony, which cost 
£100,000, gave the England 
side something to celebrate af- 
ter last Wednesday's defeat on 
penalties by Germany at 

^ Gascoigne booked up ev^ty 

room in the hotel at Ttadr^ 
near the couples Hertford,' 
shire home at an estimated 
Sst of £15,000, eosunngtiiere 

were no unwelcome £ ues jf s r ?f 
prving representatives of the 
{ST However, a journalist 
from ft/to ' attended the wed- 


Comfort zone: Dittos delivering guests to Gazza’s wedding Photograph: Tom Pilston 


ding- The magazine was un- To the disappointment of 
deretood to have paid'aronnd around 80 fans who gathered at 
£150 000 for an invitation. the hotel’s gates, the nine-ye- 
Ms Rifles, 31, swept down the hide fleet of stretch limos which 
hotel’s oak grand staircase from brought the England stars to the 
the minstrels’ gallery into the hotel had darkened windows. 

■ t it .V o nab nintr Viliffp - A Tnttftnham fan Sarah 


main hall in a pale pink time 
wedding dress. Gascoigne, 29, 
arrived sipping champagne in 
the back seat of a 25ft white 
Cadillac stretch limousine. 


A Tottenham fan, Sarah 
Bentley, 23, of Hertford, had 
taken the day off work to wave 
a Gazza banner. She said: *Tve 
liked him ever since be played 


for Tottenham. I just wish he 
would come out and say hello." 

The couple each picked 
favourite romantic songs for the 
DJ, Chris Evans, to play on their 
big day. Sheryl’s choice was the 
classic Righteous Brothers 
weepie “Unchained Melody", 
while Gaza picked Vim Mor- 
rison’s “Have 1 Told You Late- 
ly That 1 Loved You". 


Tempers boiling over at Blanc 


6 LENDA COOPER 

FbragourmCL^,^^ 


mealawtedbytheig^^ 
Raymond, Blanc would beanec- 
«tasy. But for the less jgstro- 

Blanc’s latest venture are get- 
ring right up their noses. 

State M Blanc opewg ^ 

newrtetauramUPectBtate 

in Walton Street weeks 
aco he has been m botwater 

S his -neighbours. Cbrforf 

OtvCiHinca has been flooded 
-. 1 . la rats about cooking 


M Blanc, who owns the. fa- 
mous eaterie Le- Marrojr Anx 
Quat' Saisons in GttacMjfcon, 
Oxfordshire, opened .^mw 
venture with massive publicity. 
But since then it has aU^gorie 
horribly wrong. St«£.&pe£cer, 
chair of the OritMjd Gaandns 


and numerous ptoawc^&fro^t. 
iHihappyreadent^Jreacfy. : . 

“It transpires Mjffianc h»,af [ 
rea^staxtedseri^breakfi?t » 
from 8 o’clocfcin|the’moitu^ . 
which means t&at the staff seat : 


smells and noise waiting 
the premises from eaity in the 
morning to late at night 


don’t leave unhid 
gives the resided 

houresleep. The? 




are open the whole time and 
chefe are notoriously loud Tm 
told,” . 

Other complaints include 
.visitors parking in places re- 
servedforkxals. [“They are bla- 
tantly taking no notice of the 
restrictions,” said Ms Spencer]. 
MJKancabo stiS has to obtain 
permission for the new shop 
front, adisabted access ramp, air 
conditioners, a new chimney 
$nd an extension at the back. 

* Last Friday the planning 
eonfenittee noted it was “ex- 
tremely concerned” that M 
Blanc had- gone ahead and 
opeued the restaurant when 
not everything had been re- 
served. ■ 


P lannin g officers will be vis- 
iting MJHaac this week to dis- 
cuss these points- While they are 
prepared to negotiate on most 
areas, the committee remains 
adamant Le Petit Blanc should 
not open before 11am and if M. 
Blase continues to defy them 
“enforcement action could be 
taken to close down the restau- 
rant although that would take 
a very long time.” 

Simon Rhatigan. general 
manager of tbe Blanc restau- 
rants, said: “Some people said 
there had been noise from staff 
late at night and we will be al- 
tering things. But most of our 
neighbours have been very un- 
derstanding.” 
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15,000 guns handed 
over in amnesty 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

More than 15,000 firearms were 
handed over to the police dur- 
ing last month's gun amnesty - 
fewer than a third of the num- 
ber surrendered following the 
Hungerford massacre. Howev- 
er. the police and Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
insisted yesterday that the total 
was a good result and would 
make Britain's streets safer. 

The problem of firearms and 
the willingness of organised 
criminals to use them was fur- 
ther illustrated yesterday by 
the disclosure that chief con- 
stables were carrying out a 
study in an attempt to address 
Britain's growing gun culture. 

June's amnesty, in which 
people were able to hand in 
firearms without fear of prose- 
cution as long as the weapons 
had not been used in a crime, 
was provoked by the Dunblane 
massacre in March in which 16 
schoolchildren and their 
teacher were shot dead. 


In total 15360 firearms, tens 
of thousands of rounds of am- 
munition. and hundreds of oth- 
er weapons were surrendered, 
although not ail the results 
have been finalised yet. This 
compares with 48.00) in 198S af- 
ter the Hungerford killings, 
and 25.U0U during an amnesty 
in 1968. 

The largest number for a sin- 
gle force in the latest amnesty was 
about 1.000 in Devon and Corn- 
wall. In London 682 guns were 
handed over. The limitations of 
the scheme - c riminals were 
never likely to hand over their 
weapons - was revealed by the 
small number - 120 - recovered 
on Merseyside, an area which has 
recently experienced a spate of 
gang shootings and killings. 

In Scotland there were 2*543 
firearms, with 890 in SLrath- 
clyde. which includes Glasgow, 
but only L52 in the small force 
of Central Scotland which in- 
cludes Dunblane. 

Despite the relatively low 
numbers Mr Howard said: 
“Every gun taken out of circu- 


lation reduces the risk of lives 
being lost. This will make it 
much harder for criminals to 
steal guns. The amnesty is only 
part of the battle against gun re- 
lated crime, the police wfil con- 
tinue to work tirelessly to stop 
criminals using guns." 

Sir Jim Sharpies, president of 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers and Chief Constable in 
Merseyside, speaking on the eve 
of the ACPO summer confer- 
ence in Manchester, said yes- 
terday he was not disappointed 
with the results. “We believe the 
amnesty was extremely worth- 
while. It was never going to be 
a panacea to all the problems 
relating to the misnse of 
firearms, but it allowed for a sig- 
nificant number to be taken out 
of circulation.” • 

He went on to reveal that 
ACPO is carrying out a survey 
to discover how many guns are 
being sold and used by organ- 
ised criminals. He said: “Some 
forces are finding very signifi- 
cant increases in robberv and 
armed robbery.” 



Cease fire: Some of the amnesty's 15,000 surrendered guns being displayed at Scotland Yard yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Mactiiaroc 


If we can t 
get you there 

underground, 

we’U try and 
get you there 


et you there 

overground. 


We d like to apologise for any difficulties caused by tomorrow s industrial action. 

And ask our Underground customers to take an alternative route into work usi 
Public Transport. 


into work, using another form of 


in r e T e S in „ tereSt t0 ^ ^ 40 bring C3rS int ° London - This wi “ ena ble buses to run more 
smoothly. No extra parking wiU be provided and existing parking controls will be strictly enfold 

Ferhaps staggering your journey, or travelling off peak, will enable you to arrive at your destination 
without too much inconvenience. y sti nation 

For up to date travel information, please see BBC Ceefax on page 521 ITV Teletext on n asf , 
listen to radio travel bulletins. 6 teletext on page 194 or 

Or you can ring Travel Information on 0171 222 1234. 


‘Sack bad 
teachers 
inside two 
months’ 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

School governors should be 
able to sack bad teachers and 
heads in a process taking just 
two months. Professor Michael 
Barber, adviser to both the 
Government and the Labour 
Party, said yesterday. 

At present procedures for re- 
moving teachers can take up to 
nine months. Professor Barber 
said it should take two from 
when a bead first tells someone 
that they are not up to the job. 

Successive ministers have said 
that it should be easier for 
schools to get rid of bad teach- 
ers, and both Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader, and David Blun- 
kett, the party's education 
spokesman, have said that gov- 
ernors are taking too long to dis- 
miss bad teachers but have not 
put a time-limit on the process. 

Professor Barber, dean of 
new initiatives at London Uni- 
versity's Institute of Education, 
said: “The procedure for getting 
rid of bad teachers is too cum- 
bersome and slow. Schools 
ought to be able to complete it 
in a couple of months and still 
allow for all the appropriate 
appeals and due process." 

Speaking at a conference at 
the institute, he said schools and 
local authorities were making 
big strides in sc bool improve- 
ment. But removing incompe- 
tent teachers was a vital part of 
rescuing failing schools and the 
collection of evidence about 
poor performance often de- 
layed the operation. 

Governors and heads are re- 
sponsible for taking action i 
against poor teachers so central i 
government’s influence is lim- 1 
ited. From September school ( 


inspectors will report confi- 
dentially to heads on the kru 
and worst teachers. 

■ Labour has said that i* in- 
i tends to discuss with local ,:l- 
t thorities and teacher union- 
I how poor teachers could be di<- 

■ missed more quicklv without 
‘ jeopardising staff rights. Ti be - 

lieves the present process fails 
to strike the right balance. 

Professor Barber said: 
"Teacher unions would benefit 
if theywere leading die advocacy 
for streamlining procedures 
against incompetent teachers. 
Lots of iheir members and the 
public want to see them work- 
ing towards improving quality." 

Nigel de Gruchy. genera! 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said: “Bad teachers can already 
be sacked within two months, It 
is only incompetent managers 
who can t get rid of incompe- 
tent teachers." 

He said that teachers had to 
be given between five and ten 
days notice of dismissal. If there 
was an appeal that would take 
another five or ten days. 

. For a person who is mar- 
ginal it might lake several 
months. For someone who is a 
disaster the information should 
be readily available if heads and 
governors have been duing their 
jobs properly." Prevention, he 
said, was better than cure. Gov- 
ernors should not cmplov weak 
teachers in the first place. 

Chris Woodhcad, the Chief 
Inspector of Schools, has esti- 
mated that there are 15 000 
incompetent teachers. He be- 
lteve.s the present rules which 
prevent appraisal reports heine k 
used as pan of disciplinary pro- 
ceedings should be re-examined. 


Written driving 

exam fails test 


CLARE GARNER 

“Which one of the following 
best describes the new written 
driving test? (a) a waste of 
time (b) a rip-off (c) a doddle, 
or id) yet another way for the 
government to make money." 

Had the first candidate at the 
Oxford test centre been faced 
'yilh this multiple-choice ques- 
tion yesterday thev would still 
be there now, trying to decide 
which box to tick. 

As ir was. none of the ques- 
tions were the taxing and every- 
one was out in good time - some 
after just seven minutes. 

The biggest grumble from the 
54 candidates who sal the lest 
in a second floor office in the 
wesiway shopping centre was 
the cost. The fact that some of 
the questions were "pathetic” 
came a close second. 

The mood beforehand was 
one of resignation. Thev had al- 
ready got off to an unlucky start. 
Had they submitted their ap- 
plications a little earlier they 
would not have been there in 
the first place. Afterwards, the 
candidates were incredulous. 


tives Is miles outside Oxford, 
had refused to fork out £9.99 for 

f^Dnving Standards Author- 

ify(DSA)'boak featuring ihe 

^,M U £ U £ nS from which 35 
would be chosen. As it turned 

ouL it dtd not matter. 

"Some of the questions were 
reafly qurte stupid." she said. 
Like I was given a picture of 
a Coke can, a sandwich box. a 
lemonade bottle and a petrol 
can and asked where J would 
tarry my petroL” She added that 
the test was a “rip-off". 

^cmteen-year-old Elizabeth 
Galpin had bought the £9.99 i 
book for fear of failing and hav- r 
ing to pay another £15 fora re- 
take. “I can’t believe thev re 
charging £15 on top of £2830 for 

m iff **? 1 lCSt ' 

I U, f °, r ^ booklet, £30for a 
double lesson before the road 
test, not to mention travel to and 
from the test centres." she said. 
Anne Marie Worth, 44, re- 
pot taking her lest ear- 
lier. Ft s just another way to 
make money," she said. 

"It’s not going to make peo- 
ple better drivers." 
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-agers 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

■ Labour Editor 

A stark warning was delivered 
•.yesterday on the future of 
Britain unless millions of jobs 
are created over the next 
decade to mop up unemploy- 
ment and to cope with increas- 
ing working-age and retiring- 
agepopulations. 

The country's current nen- 


The country's current pen- 
. sion provisions are inadequate, 
and many of the older genera- 
tion will find themselves desli- 
. tute when they reach retiring 
age unless the workforce can be 
expanded to provide for them. 

This was the bleak outlook 
forecast for “third agers” - 
those aged 50 or more who are 
still able to work - by a report 
prepared for a conference held 
today by the Carnegie Third Age 
Programme. 

The economy will have to ex- 
pand to provide work for these 
“third agers” and for those who 
have just reached working age. 

The report was put together 
by Chris Hinder of the Char- 
tered Institute of Public Fi- 
nance and Richard Woisley of 
the Carnegie Third Age Pro- 
gramme. 

The study. The Third Age; The 
Continuing Challenge , argues 
that Britain will not only need 


to create work for the two mfl- 

lkm people who are currently on 
the unemploymenLxegjster, but 
also another 1,4 million jobs — 
900,000 for men, 500,000 for 
women - over the next 11 years 
to meet demand. 

Although the unemployment 

figures have been dropping 
steadily over the past few years, 

the number of people in jobs re- 
mains 600,000 below the peak 
1990 figure of 263 million. 

The authors believe Britain 
may suffer from a “malign com- 
bination of rising unemploy- 
ment and a continued reduction 
in employment opportunities”. 

In a de pressing analysis of the 
economy, the authors argue 
that although employment grew 
to exceed its pre-recession lev- 
el in the Eighties, that cannot 
be taken for granted in the 
Nineties. The decline in em- 


The type of empfoym” 11 now 
on offer is radically diflerenUo 

that found by Carnegie m ns first 

report in 19 S 9 , when it began Us 
campaign lo highlight the spe- 
cial needs of the “third age . 

The report says that the de- 
cline in the number of full-nme. 
secure, pensioned jobs and the 
increase in the number of part- 
time jobs and short-term con- 
tracts have serious 
consequences for both young 
and older people, “especially 
when coupled with discrimina- 
tion against both young and old 
on the grounds of their age". 

The deputy governor of the 
Bank of England, Howard 
Davies, was another contribu- 
tor to the report. . 

He points out that one in five 
people aged between 35 and 49 
and one m three aged between 
50 and 60 is currently unem- 




ployment opportunites, espe- 
cially in full-time permanent 
jobs, looks set to become a 
much more persistent problem. 

If the upturn in the labour 
market has merely been delayed, 
then better fortunes for older 
workers could still maier-ialise, 
says the study. Bui this is seen 
as unlikely, as despite a slow eco- 
nomic growth in the last three 
years the “adverse" employ- 
ment situation has remained. 


ployed or inactive. 

“Most of these are perfectly 

fit and healthy, and yet the ma- 
jority of them have left the 
labour market forever.” he said. 





Economic activity rates for males aged 55-5S years 
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shrift in court 

REBECCA FOWLER 

It was a disappointing dayfcu the .?JS in[I w Mr Patter, Sta- 


REBECCA FOWIER 

It was a disapp°inting^for th AcaSing to Mr Patter, Ste- 
the ageing men of roct Th -one of the most 

nf the band Status tus uuv . « 


the ageing meu ^ ^ “one of the most 

members of the I b ?iLrinttbv successful popfrockbandsmhis- 
Quo were refused a ^ |£ey were the subject 

a High Court Judgey^terd^y ban. 

of their claims that of He JSned there was “bo 

ignores their music because consistencyata ii” to the music 
thev are too old. . h« Radio One, and 

The band, which this ye_ TOfofed Sit that other bands 
celebrates its dartre? from the same generation are 

sary, had hoped .lose P* . gwen airtime. 

dent in its case agamst* oldies whom Radio 

radio station, which snubbed ^ ^ radiQ time, ac- 

their latest hit singe, cording to Status Quo, mchide 

Fun, allegedly on the b^s^ pSl Bowie, 49, Meatloaf, 47 

group was too old Tina Thmer, 57. • 

~ Mr Justice Collms, 53, a rel Rolling Stones - dubbed 

atively youthful judgefrom^e Bonesfwtthrefr 

same generation erence to the longevityof theff 

said that Radio careers -Queen and Vhn Mor- 

Status Quo as somewhat con also played 

SvSiveandoldhat”. "jjSw, Injustice Coto 

n.it he ruled that m spite o Etonian who, according 

records had been deliberately of Status Quo, suggest- 

f^cluded from Radio Ones . ^ “pressure enough peo- 
the BBC was under no ed ey P Qne ^ 
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Labour to slash £100m from NHS red tape 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Puttie Policy Editor 

Labour offered a first taste 
yesterday of how it plans to cut 
bureaucracy in the NHS. claim- 
tag that f 100m, which it pro- 
poses to release from “red 
cape'% will allow an extra 
100,000 patients to be treated. 

But its moves were attacked 
by managers as “a blunt tool" 
which risked financial control in 
the NHS. They said it remained 
■deeply unclear how Labour’s 
veraton of the NHS would work. 


Labour would restore the 
right of aflGPs to refer patients 
to the hospital of their choice, 
Harriet Harman, the shadow 
health secretary, said. This 
would end the system of prior 
approval and of the invoices in- 
volved in the system of extra- 
contractual referrals, which 
costs £22m a year to run. 

Id addition, it will impose a 
further firet-ycar across-the- 
board cut of £S0m on health au- 
thority and Trust management 
costs, based on bringing all of 
them down to the average. On 


Labour's figures that amounts 
to roughly a 6-pcr-ccnt cut on 
top of the S-per-ccnt real-terms 
cut which Stephen Dorrcll. the 
Secretary of Stale for Health, 
has imposed for this year. 

The pledges came at a press 
conference where Ms Harman 
stepped up Labour's claim to be 
“scrapping'’ the internal market 
and the thousands of contracts 
and hundreds of thousands of 
invoices it has generated. 

But she failed to spell out 
how hospitals would be reim- 
bursed for patients treated 


outside their boundaries, saying 
there were "a number of sim- 
ple mechanisms" for doing that 

Karen Caines. Direct or of the 
Institute for Health Services 
Management, said managers 
needed to know how hospitals 
would be paid forthc treatment 
they provided, and how Labour 
would contain NHS expendi- 
ture. 

It was clear what Labour 
was against, she said. “But we 
have absolutely no detail about 
how Labour's system will work. 
We don't know how the mon- 


ey is going to flow round it. how 
they are going to live within bud- 
gets, or what the transaction 
costs of what they propose will 
be. It really is time that they 
spell all this out." 

Mr Dorreli, who has already 
ordered changes to the extra- 
contractual referral system, 
which will cut its £22m cost to 
£10m. said it was “the oldest 
mirage in the book for an op- 
position party to say it can do 
all sorts of wonderful things by 
simply making the administra- 
tion more efficient" 


Ms Harman insisted, how- 
ever, that “cutting bureaucracy 
will transform services. One 
hundred thousand patients 
could be treated by cutting 
£100m hum the £L5bn extra bu- 
reaucracy of the Tbiy internal 
market" 

The computer systems used 
for invoicing would be used to 
book individually-timed pa- 
tients' appointments. Inis 
would cut the five million out- 
patient appointments missed 
each year, as they conflict with 
work or family commitments. 


The NHS, she said, must fit in 
with patients lives “rather than 
patients having to fit their lives 
around the NHS". 

Alan Mil burn, her front- 
bench colleague, said the NHS 
now had more than 50 types of 
manager, including sales man- 
agers, contract managers, 
business and development man- 
agers and marketing managers. 

"Administrative costs now 
absorb almost £12 of every 
£100 of NHS spending, when 
before the internal market iL was 
less than £9," he said. 


The United Leeds Teaching 
Hospital now sent out 12^00 
invoices a year for treatment, 
including 2,900 for extra con- 
tractual referrals (ECRs). while- 
one of the Newcastle Trusts sent 
out more than 15,000. a third for 
ECRs. 

Labour's £S0ra management 
cut would be achieved by setting 
a cap on each region, which 
assumes that spending in Trusts 
and health authorities is at the 
national average, leaving the 
regions to make the savings 
across all of them. 


Carlile quits to 
care for his 
daughter, 15 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Alex Carlile, a senior Libera] 
Democrat spokesman, yester- 
day announced that he was 
quitting Parliament to spend 
more time with his mentally ill 
daughter, raising fresh con- 
cerns over the clash between 
family life and politicians' 
careers at Westminster. 

Mr Carlile 's 15-year-old 
daughter. Ruth, has been seri- 
ously ill for nearly two years with 
clinical depression, hut that 
became acute in the past few 
months and she is now on in-pa- 
tient at a psychiatric hospital- 
Mr Carlile said that many MPs 
encountered stress in dealing 
with family life and careers at 
Westminster. “Ruth and I arc 
very close. There has to be 
more than a biological rela- 
tionship," he said. 

His daughter's need for her 
father to be around more often, 
even if it means giving up his 
career, will strike a chord in the 
homes of many MPs. Some 
Labour frontbenchers are con- 
cerned at the extent to which 
they have been away from home 
while their children have grown 
up in northern constituencies. 

“It is clear to me that 2 con 
play an important part in Ruth's 
eventual recovery but only if l 
am more a part of Ruth’s life 
than my activities as an MP have 
enabled me to be," Mr Carlile 
said. The MP for Montgomery, 
in Powys, who has a 5.209 ma- 


jority. took the unusual step of 
appearing at a Westminster 
press conference with his wife. 
Frances, to announce the rea- 
son for his decision to step 
down within months of a pend- 
ing general election. 

Mrs Carlile said: “This has 
been a stressful and difficult de- 
cision for Alex. He is a person 
of strong loyalties - to his con- 
stituents, his party and to his 
family. 

“It has taken us ail some lime 
to adjust to the extremely slow 
pace of recovery from mental ill- 
ness and the time needed to 
help Rudi. He just wants to be 
there for her.” 

As leader of the Liberal De- 
mocrats in Wales. Mr Carlile 
said he was away from home “an 
awful lot". “There have been 
huge numbers of occasions 
when I have arrived home when 
my daughter has been asleep in 
bed and 1 have left before she 
got up in the morning." 

The Jopling report tried to 
tackle the problem of Lhe stress 
on MPs' families by reducing the 
number of late-night sittings and 
allowing MRs to have more 
long weekends by scrapping 
sittings on many Friday’s. 

The reform of MPs' hours 
was given a boost by the resig- 
nation from Margaret Thatch- 
er's Cabinet of Sir Norman 
Fcwler. to spend more lime with 
his family. He later helped to 
run John Major's general elec- 
tion campaign but never re- 
turned to office. 



Alex Carlile, who is resigning to help his sick daughter: “I can play an important part in Ruth's eventual recovery but 
only if I am more a part of her life than my activities as an MP have enabled me to be" Photograph: Edward Sykes 
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Portillo calls for 
help in sale row 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Michael Portillo yesterday ap- 
pealed to Cabinet colleagues to 
support him in the increasingly 
bitter bank over the £2 bn sale 
of armed forces married quarters. 

Amid growing allegations of 
a “get Portillo" campaign by 
supporters of Huy MP John 
Redwood, the Secretary of 
Slate for Defence asked' for 
backing as the senior ministers 
assembled for a political strat- 
egy meeting ot the Cabinet in 
Downing Street. 

The call for help in counter- 
ing the campaign by Toiy rebels 
against the sale of service hous- 
es underlined the fears by Mr 
Portillo that he is being dam- 
aged by the affair. 

Malcolm Rifkrnd. the Foreign 
Secretary. later gave his support 
to the embattled minister. Mr 
Ritkind. Mr Portillo's prede- 
cessor ai the Ministry of De- 
fence. privately denied claims in* 
opponents of the sale that he 
had ulnays supported the move. 

Mr Rilldnd let it be known that 
he belicivd the armed forces ac- 
cepted the need to change quar- 
ters as pan of their service. He 
supported (he sale which wifi re- 


lease £100m to pay for im- 
provements to accommodation. 

Mr Redwood yesterday in- 
tervened for the first time in the 
controversy when he called for 
a compromise to underpin the 
assurances given in the Com- 
mons hy the Prime Minister last 
week that forces families wilJ not 
be required to leave quarters 
against their will. 

The Redwood camp were 
adamant that they were not part 
of a campaign to undermine Mr 
Portillo's standing in the party. 
The Secretaiy of State warned 
his critics not to try to turn the 
Issue into a personality contesL 

“I just hope il is not so. be- 
cause in's a wry important Is- 
sue. I hope nobody is playing 
polities with the service families. 
My only concern is the issue and 
tu get the policy exactly right," 
Mr Portillo told BBC Radio 4. 

Last week 64 Tory MPs led by 
Julian Brazier. a supporter of Mr 
Redwood, signed a Commons 
motion seeking to delay the plan 
to sell 58.1 WO homes - raising 
Xl.fibn for the Treasure - which 
would then be rented bad: by the 
MoD. More than 20 have since 
withdrawn their names after 
heavy lobbying by ministers and 
Government whips. 


Whitehall recruits 
science high-flyers 


More fast-track civil service 

jobs are to be thrown open to 
scientists and engineers, to bol- 
ster Whitehall's shortage of 
expertise in technological areas, 
the Government announced 
yesterday, writes Chris 
BlackhursL 

The first While Paper de- 
voted to the competitiveness 
and training of officials set out 
targets for civil service managers 
in the years to come. At present 
20 per cent of the fast -stream 
graduates' entry arc scientists 
and engineers. Ministers want 
that proportion to rise to 33 per 
cent by I99S. 

The policy of going outside 
for recruits and holding com- 
petitions for posts will be 
widened across all senior grades 
and extended down to the mid- 
dle ranks. An initiative to he 


launched in the autumn will sec 
the recruitment of 50 middle 
managers from outside the ser- 
vice. initially, rising to 500a year 

by the year 2,000. 

The aim of the changes, said 
Roger Freeman. Chancellor of 
the Duchy of Lancaste r and the 
civil service minister, was to im- 
prove the services performance 
and make it more competitive, 
especially compared with its 
foreign rivals. 

“The Civil Service, along 
with other sectors of the econ- 
omy must face up to the chal- 
lenges of the skills revolution 
and global competitiveness if 
the coumiy as a whole is to suc- 
ceed in the future. The message 
of the recent Competitiveness 
White Paper is one which must 
be made to work in the Civil 
Service." he said. 


Robertson 
savaged over 
devolution < 


JAMES CUSICK 

Labour's Scottish affairs 
spokesman was given a rough 
ride in the first meeting of the 
cross-party Scottish constitu- 
tional convention since Tony 
Blair last week announced 
Labour would hold a referen- 
dum on devolution. 

At the meeting in Edinburgh, 
which George Robertson him- 
self described as “stormy”. 
Labour was accused by the 
Liberal Democrats of placing a 
“great strain on the home rule 
clause”. Jim Wallace, leader of 
the Scottish Liberal Democrats 
“the assurances" Mr Robertson 
had given on devolution. How- 
ever he said Labour remained 
on “on trial" and said that “the 
home rule clause cannot read- 
withstand another unilater- 
bo mbs hell of this kind." 

Mr Robertson and Labour’s 
organising secretary in Scotland. 
Jack McConnell, were effec- 
tively cross-examined by a hos- 
tile prosecution. One observer 
who attended the meeting said 
that despite Mr Robertson's 
reaffirmation that the Labour 
leadership remained committed 
devolutionists. recent events 
meant Labour had lost the 
trust of many in the convention 
executive. With the convention 
held together by , a light politi-. 
cal glue of trust and co-opera- 
tion there will now be doubts 
over what role it holds.- By 
stepping over the agreement 
signed by Labonr last Novem- 
ber Mr Blair may have con- 
signed the convention to the 
role of lobby organisation 
rather than the influential pol- 
icy grouping. 

Esther Robertson, the con- 
vention's co-ordinating officer, 
said: “George Robertson got a 
hard time and no punches were 
pulled." However Mr Robert- 
son seems to have won back 
some ground. Mrs Robertson 
said: “Nobody doubts George 
Robertson's commitment to 


devolution. He clearly wants to 
be the Scottish Secretary who 
delivers a Scottish parliament." 

The Scottish National Party 
(SNP) tried to lake: full advan- 
tage of what one Labour source 
in London dismissed as “some 
local difficulty". The SNP 
launched a poster campaign in 
Scotland with the message: 
“Tony doesn't give a XX for de- 
volution". The SNP leader.. 
Alex Salmond, said: “People in 
Scotland no longer believe a 
word New Labour says on the 
Scottish constitution." 

Labour's own view of its per- 
formance in front of the con- 
vention was that this "valuable 
opportunity” had been suc- 
cessful and that the Blair tactics 
had been accepted. 

Before the convention meets 
again m late July Mr Robertson 
will almost certainly have to de- 
cide on the tactics he will em- 
ploy against the potential 
dissidents in his party. Up to a 
dozen Scottish Labour MPs 
have privately voiced their 
dissent. 

From comments yesterday 
the Labour leadership in Scot- 
land believes they may have 
weathered (be worst of the de- 
volution row and are privately 
celebrating their belief that 
they have disarmed the “tartan 
.Lax" campaign, waged by 
Michael Forsyth, the Secretary, 
of Stale for Scotland. 

On Friday, when John Major 
speaks in Dumfries on devolu-. 
lion. Labour and the SNP will 
have their first opportunity to 
battle over the new territory 'laid 
out by Tony Blair. 

Crucially it will also be the 
first opportunity for Labour's 
dissidents to show their poten- 
tially disruptive hand Yesterday 
George Galloway. MP for Glas- 
gow Hillhead said *Tve already 
made dear that a referendum 
is an extremely bad idea, pre- 
sented in a manner that has 
made it even worse. 

Alex Salmond. pageli 
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SIMON TArT 

The Proms. M2 years old thi> 
monin. are taking on ihc a>m- 
paraiivcly young Tliree Tenors 
with an advertising campaign 
aimed at hitting where it hurts: 
the hr>\ office. 

This week, just as Messrs 
Pavarotti. Carreras and Domin- 
go limber up before taking the 
Wembley Arena stage in front 
of an audience of blUNfl on Sat- 
urday. the Proms, which begin 
on 19 July, are launching their 
£IU0.0Q0 Snatch i and Suutchi 
campaign early. 

. Posters on London Under- 

aground sites, and advenise- 
ments on taxis, buses and in 
newspapers and magazines, 
challenge potential concert - 
goers: "Five operas for less 
than three tenners", addine 
that you can reserve scats to see 
Verdi's Don Carlos. Weill's Tltc 
Silver Luke. Handel's Scmelc. 
Beethoven's Leonora and 
Berg's Lulu for t4.0fi each. 

Gentlemanly behaviour dies 
hard however. The advertise- 
ment does not mention that the 
least you must pay to see the 
Three Tenors is f 1 10 - all the £35 
tickets have already been sold - 
and the top price is £350. The av- 
erage price for the Proms' of- 
fering is a mere £22.50. 

When the Wembley exirava- 


ganzu is no more than an ex- 
pensive memory. the 
Proms' publicity will continue to 
emphasise the lack of stuffiness 
w iili copy lines like: "Po‘>m. not 
prim”, "Every night at the 
Proms." and. "The Proms can 
make you cry. especially if you 
forget t.»b*Kik". 

The campaign follows the 
marketing ploy of the Proms' 
launch in May when £5n.tit>0 
was spent on a giveaway CD 
bearing cheery encouragement 
from the likes of Joanna Lum- 
ley. Jeremy Paxman. John Peel 
and Trevor Brooking with their 
choice- from chi- year's pro- 
gramme. 

Hie Proms have never before 
u<ed an advertising agency . and 
previously have .spent more 
than this year's budget on sim- 
ply reprinting the programme 
cover as posters. 

Nicholas Kenyon, controller 
of Radio 3 and director of 
Proms for the first lime this 
year, said: "The Proms have al- 
ways been the place where we 
made it clear [that) music was 
accessible, but a lot of people 
are still a bit chary about tak- 
ing that first taste. 

"The success of the Three 
Tenors was a bit of a boll from 
the blue, and what has hap- 
pened in the record indusiry 
since does not altogether bear 


out the promise of long-term 

success, hui you cannot ignore 

their current' popularity. I don't 
necessarily need to increase 
the audience - ihe S5 per cent 
over three months for last year 
is pretty good, and we are sig- 
nificantly Up on ticket sales al- 
ready. But what 1 do want to do 
is make it clear thai the proms 
is not stuck in a cosy pattern of 
the past. What's happening is 
that people are no longer con- 
tent with the mediocre." 

When the Proms open later 
this month they have the 
prosper! of an audience many 
limes the WljKKt at Wembley - 
over otm.tWKt are expected at the 
Roval Albert Hall this- season, 
and television and radio broad- 
casts will add about eight miilion. 
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Perfect pitch: (left to right) Domingo, Carreras ami Paya rott i 
; stand by in the Wembley Stadium Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 

Tense tenor: Let 
no one sneeze 


DAVID LISTER 

The "Dower depollinaior is 
limbering up. His importance 
cannot be underestimated. If he 
is nut ai his most alert, a sneeze 
could destroy the climax of 
"Ncssun Derma’ - 

Pavarotti- Domingo and 
Carreras are coming, and the 
special arrangements for tne 
Wembley Stadium concert are 
being put into e ^ ecl * . 

Among the key backstag 
personnel will be the depolh- 

nator. P&varou. 

pollen, and the organ t^rs con- 
lirmed vesterday that someone 
would be employed I to JcpoHj- 
anv bouquets that are pre 
sented to him. and from any 
flowers near the stage. 

U is a crucial role m the Three 
Tenors' first perfonn^x u- 
-ether in Britain, and their last 

> &»5sSS 

not alone in going into the last 

S1! AJ1S5 '(rfVtortS^s 
'hefs have been on a tnaimn» 

course at Carlucdo's restaurant 


in Coveni Garden to prepare for 
the banquet that Antonio Car- 
luccio will serve the Three 
Tenors and invited guests after 
the concert. On the menu are 
venison, champagne, pasta with 
■;ix different types of wild mush- 
rooms. and lime pie. Here 
again. Pavarotti will be m need 
of special attention. His new 
girlfriend's insistence that he 
diet means a separate menu wfll 
have to be arranged for him. 

Meanwhile the organisers of 
the British end of the world tour 
are bracing themselves for an 
onslaught from photographers. 
When the tenors played Los 
Angeles, the photographers 
stood in from of the front row 
for the first aria, as is custom- 
ary. However, it was not just any | 
old front row. The likes of 
Frank Sinatra. Kim Basinger 
and Henry Kissinger grew 
an *Ty at having their view 
impeded and fierce arguments 

^Tbavoid affronting the VIPs 
at Wembley, the Three Tenors 
are insisting that cameramen be 
banished to the cheapter} seats. 
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Yeltsin’s health 
overshadows 
final campaign 


TONY BARBER 

Moscow 

The issue of Boris Yeltsin’s 
shaky health dominated the fi- 
nal day of campaigning in Rus- 
sia’s presidential ejection yester- 
day, injecting last-minute ten- 
sions and uncertainty into a con- 
test in which he had been 
expected to cruise to victory. 

Resurfacing after a five-day 
absence from public view, Mr 
Yeltsin delivered a two-minute, 
televised election address dur- 
ing which he looked pale, rigid, 
drained of emotion and a shad- 
ow of the man who bad cam- 
paigned so vigorously in the 
build-up to the first round of 
voting on 16 June. 

“1 know exactly what to do. 
I have the strength, will and de- 
cisiveness for that. What is 
needed now is your support. 
Every vote is decisiver Mr 
Yeltsin told viewers, reading 
from an autocue. “If you do not 
vote, that is also a choice, but 
a choice against Russia." 

Provided that the turnout in 
tomorrow’s vote is 60 per cent 
or more of Russia’s 105 million 
electorate, Mr Yeltsin’s cam- 
paign team remains confident 
that he will defeat Gennady 
Zyuganov, the Communist chal- 
lenger. Barring an upset, the 
central questions in Russian 
politics therefore turn less on 
the election result than on Mr 
Yeltsin’s ability to survive a 
four-year term in office and to 
restore stability to a system of 
government shaken from top to 
bottom tty the dizzying rise to 
prominence of his new strong- 
man, Alexander Lebed. 

Mr Yeltsin, who is 65, has al- 
ready passed the life expectan- 
cy of the average Russian male, 
whose enthusiasm for vodka 
and vulnerability to heart trou- 
ble he shares. He achieved his 
first-round success over Mr 


Zyuganov by 35 to 32 per cent 
at the cost of an exhausting cam- 
paign schedule that saw him 
climbing down coalmines, danc- 
ing the twist and criss-crossing 
11 time zones to rally crowds 
with a message of uncompro- 
mising anti-Communism. 

Yet his Kremlin advisers have 
inadvertently raised doubts 
about his true condition with a 
cloud of contradictory state- 
ments that recall the attempts 
in the 1980s to conceal the fa- 
tal illnesses of a string of age- 
ing Soviet leaders. Hts Prime 
Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
amended the official version of 
events yesterday by attributing 
his absence not to a loss of voice 
but to a cold, yet in his televised 
comeback appearance Mr 
Yeltsin sounded neither hoarse 
nor nasal. It became apparent 

that some thing remained amiss, 

when the presidential press ser- 
vice announced the postpone- 
ment of a meeting in Moscow 
between Mr Yeltsin and the 
leaders of Ukraine and Moldo- 
va. "He's in bad shape. That’s 
quite clear,* 1 Mr Zyuganov told 
reporters before Mr Yeltsin's 
television address. 

The mainly pro- Yeltsin Russ- 
ian press, radio and television 
networks, desperate to prevent 
a Communist victory that could 
threaten freedom of speech 
and their staffs’ livelihoods, 
loyally avoided comment on 
the president’s health. Howev- 
er, their failure to touch on such 
a topical issue intensified the 
eerie atmosphere of an election 
campaign in which the incum- 
bent favourite abruptly dropped 
out of sight just before polling 
day, and in which the antics of 
an army general-tumed-politi- 
dan seem as important as to- 
morrow’s voting trends. 

Mr Lebed, the general who 
was appointed to two powerful 
national security pasts after 


finishing thir d in the election’s 
first round, has ventured for out- 
side his official area of respon- 
sibility with a flurry of contro- 
versial public statements on 
the Russian constitution and on 
economic, cultural and reli- 
gious policy. His often illiberal 
remarks bear the imprint of his 
soldierly background and ap- 
pear to have been made with- 
out any authorisation or 
consultation with Mr Yeltsin or 
his campaign strategists. Not 
content with denounting'West- 
ero cultural influences in Rus- 
sia and condemning Mormons 
as “mould and scum”, Mr 
Lebed has also betrayed anti-Se- 
mitic tendencies. Responding 
last week to a nationalist sup- 
porter who prefaced a question 
to him with an apologetic laugh, 
Mr Lebed said; “You call your- 
self a Cossack, but your ap- 
proach is Jewish." 

He has demanded more state 
control of the economy and 
"punitive nationalisation*', pro- 
posals that were absent from his 
first-round campaign and ap- 
pear to place him ideological- 
ly closer to Mr Zyuganov than 
to Mr Yeltsin. Mr Lebed, who 
recently expressed pride in the 
fact that he has never been out- 
side the former Soviet Union, 
has also called for much tighter 
control of foreign travel. The 
former general has even chal- 
lenged the constitutional system 
under which Mr Yeltsin haS gov- 
erned Russia since 1993 by 
calling for the restoration of the 
vice-presidency, a port he wish- 
es to endow with military deci- 
sion-making powers. 

Unless he is reined in, it 
seems likely that post-election 
Russia will witness a ferocious 
struggle for influence between 
Mr Lebed and rival elements in 
the Kremlin, with the stakes all 
the greater on account of Mr 
Yeltsin’s uncertain health. 




Spitting image: A puppeteer in Moscow preparing a model of Boris Yeltsin as a railway 
worker for a satirical television programme Photograph: Reuter 
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ELIZABETH NASH 
Madrid 

The Basque separatist organi- 
sation Eta ended a week-long 
truce yesterday, dashing the 
best hepes ibryears that contacts 
could be opened with the Span- 
ish government. But the Interi- 
or Minister, Jaime Mayor Oreja, 
said that the government would 
continue to transfer Eta 
prisoners to jails nearer their 
families, a key Eta demand. 

In a communique published 
in the newspaper Egin, Eta 
rejected conditions for dialogue 


set by Basque political parties, 
including branches of national 
parties, but said it remained 
open to the possibility of talks. 
Mr Mayor Chreja said he was dis- 
appointed but not surprised at 
Eta’s derision, Much he said re- 
flected their isolation and fear. 

Madrid initially dismissed 
the ceasefire as "a trick”, say- 
ing that it was too short and a 
mockery, given that Eta still 
holds a prison officer hostage. 
But in the course of last week, 
the government said it was pre- 
pared to open indirect talks with 
Eta if the organisation ended its 


campaign of violence and freed 
Jose Antonio Ortega Lara 
whom it kidnapped in January. 

It was the first time for seven 
years that Madrid had publicly 
countenanced the prospect of 
talks. In 1989, the Sodahstgov- 
emmenLsent representatives to 
Algeria to contact exiled Eta 
leaders, but the talks collapsed 
and the peace process drowned 
in a wave of Eta violence. 

The present conservative gov- 
ernment was elected last March 
on a strenuously anti-Eta pro- 
gramme, ruling out the possibil- 
ity of talks. Its about-turn owed 


much to the influence of the 
conservative Basque Nationalist 
Party (PNV) which, with the 
Cat a lan s, formed a ruling pact 
with the minority Popular Party. 

The PNV has Jong urged 
jaw-jaw rather than war-war as 
a solution to Basque terrorism, 
and its leader. Xabier Arzalluz, 
called until the last minute for 
Eta to prolong its truce, saying 
this was the earnest wish of the 
majority of the Basque people. 
The agreement to transfer 32 
prisoners was negotiated in 
recent weeks between PNV 
leaders in the Basque country 


and the interior ministry. The 
governments derision, taken for 
humanitarian reasons and to 
win ground in Basque public 
opinion; was cautiously 
welcomed by Eta’s political 
wing. Hern Batasuna (HB), 
but fell short of Eta's demand 
tha t all 500 prisoners be moved. 

The Basque country’s PNV 
interior minister, Juan Maria 
Atutxa, attributed Eta’s rejec- 
tion of the proffered olive 
branch to fear. “Eta is 
undoubtedly afraid to take the 
road towards conciliation 
because it is aware that it could 


lead to a process of internal dis- 
integration," be said yesterday. 

One disillusioned former HB 
leader said recently that Eta’s 
current leadership had become 
so immured in its military struc- 
tures and dogma that it had lost 
touch with the real wodd. 

Eta's derision yesterday was 
followed by a terse announce- 
ment by the Prime Minister, 
Jose Maria Aznar, that the 
peace initiative was now dosed. 
For the moment, it may be 
expected that the violence that 
has claimed more than 800 
lives over 25 years will go on. 
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Germans eat their words 
over pruning the tongue 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

Throw away your German text- 
books. As of today, some of the 
iron rules governing the lan- 
guage of Goethe and Khnsmann 
are no longer valid. Of the 
212 existing spelling regula- 
tions, for instance, only 112 will 
remain. 

That’s the good news. The 
bad news is that while the num- 
ber of rules may have been 
reduced, the number of excep- 
tions has gone up proportion- 
ately. The cumbersome 
grammar that has driven 
generations of students to 
despair has survived the latest 
attempt to reform the language. 

Since 1901 the best brains of 
the Germ an -speaking world 
have been pruning Hochdeutsch 
in an effort to bring order to 
their Babel of vernaculars and 
dialects. A mere 95 years later, 
government officials of Austria, 
Switzerland, Germany and 
Liechtenstein signed an agree- 
ment yesterday to lay down 
the new rules. 

As one might expect when 
so many different parties are 
involved - Germany’s united 
front was undermined by its 
bickering 16 Lander - the aca- 
demics’ early revolutionary zest 
has petered out into a stream 
of feeble compromises. 

The Swiss had already abol- 
ished the “fl", because thqr 
could not find room for it on 
their multilingual keyboards. 

Now the Germans and Aus- 
trians have agreed to the 
change, replacing the alphabet's 
Gothic legacy with “$s". Except, 
that is, inTong words, and in the 
word “aB”, the German for 
"ate”. 

Many of the commas that 
bedevil the average German 


sentence have gone, too, par- 
ticularly those preceding the 
words for "and” and “or". 

For the first time in a centu- 
ry, writers will be given a choice 
of spellings for some words. 
They wflj be able to deride, for 
example, whether they pre- 
ferred "potentieir to "potendelT, 
and " substantielT to U sub- 
standeW'. 

In their search for purity, the 
academics who are purging the 
German language have dis- 
carded many foreign imports, 
such as “ Midlifecrisis " and 
“ Sexappeal ", while others have 
been Germanised tty acquiring 
a letter or two. 

Thus, sixfokers ordering a 
packet of cigarettes by computer 
will hence forth have to type out 
two extra letters (see box). 
Spaghetti, however, is allowed 
to shrink. 

More radical proposals have 
been thrown oul Nouns will still 
begin with a capital letter, the 
verb in convoluted sentences 
will remain at the very end, and 
the gender rules have been 


'How thef new German 
. shottid be spelt 


OLD . 

Zigarette - 
Pateti. , . 
-Kanguruh 

^Restaurant 
■Spaghetti 
/Ketchup . 
Crepe ... 
Karamefe 
Apotheke 
(pharmacy) 
Du - 


NEW 

Zjgarette 

Packet 

Kinguru 

Restorant 

Spagetti 

Ketschup 

Krepp 

Karamell 

Apoteke 


simplified only slightly. Dogs wfll 
stay male, cats female, and girls 
neuter. 

■ Nor have the reforms re- 
solved the age-old endeavour to 
achieve linguistic uniformity 
between the three main Ger- 
man-speaking countries. 

When Austria joined the 
European Union last year, it 
came with a dowry of 23 “Aus- 
tririsms", resisted by Germany 
to the bitter end during the ac- 
cession talks. Those words are 
now accepted tty the EU, but 
they are still missing from 
dictionaries printed in the 
Federal Republic. 

The Austrian dialect at least 
resembles standard German, 
unlike the language which is 
Spoken by Swiss Germans. 
Switzerland is very proud of 
its version oiHochdadsch , even 
though it bears no resemblance 
to the language spoken in 
Zurich's caf6s. 

Swiss films have to be sub- 
titled in Germany because 
Germans simply do not under- 
stand the dialogue. 

The Germans themselves re- 
main divided by their common 
tongue. Apart from the Bavar- 
ians' impenetrable pronuncia- 
tion. common words 
spoken In one region can be in- 
comprehensible 100 miles away. 
The humble potato, for in- 
stance, has 15 incarnations, 
ranging from "Ruder in the 
north to “ Eschiopfer in south- 
ern Bavaria. 

The new rules will be taught 
at schools from the autumn, and 
introduced officially in 1998. 
Then there will be a 7-year 
period of chaos, when the two 
systems will live side by side. 
Only in the year 2005 will bu- 
reaucrats risk losing their jobs 
by putting too many commas in 
their memos. 
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Undesirable The Jehovah's Witnesses 

were banned kinder .Sngapore’s Societies Act m 1972, 
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was elected mayor of Buenos , 
r Argentinian President Carlos Menem s. 

Peronistparty ._It was the first time that t he m ayor- had 
beeneiected^rtitEier than named by the President. 

‘ jfome befieve that Mr de la Rna, a member of the 
con s er v ative Radical Party and currently a senator, may 
use the. post as a trampoline to- launch his own presidential 
tndm 1999. Phil Darisan 


fUKusfim and Croat natioriafistpartie&tatjk : more than 
,fvl$0 per cent of the. vote in European Union-spo nsored - 
elections m the divided city of Mortar, in southern Bosnia, 
according to the unofficial returns. 

.' The Muslim Party, of Democratic Action (SDA),_ which 
-rules east Mostar, won 48 per-cent and the separatist 
Croatswbo riin west Mortar gamed 45 per cent ufStmday's 
balloting for a smgle cityxounciL, thejoml electoral com- 
mission said. ? IMostor - - .... 


^beaded by a pro 
efBastiaandupto 

Reuter- Ajaccio - ' 


xpJoded outside a security firm which fc 
prominent Corsican nationalist in the city 
> to nroe peoplewere inj n red, jxrlice said.: 


nofeh PraskteptAIpksander Kwasniewski published 
an outspoken atra<± pn the right-wmg opposition, 
s&ymg its caHS fork patriotic awakening threatened the 
cbqiitiy’stop gpal oc European integration. " 

1 AThe woret effects could be a-hali in economic growth - 
and the tihanphof Euro-scepticzsro in Poland." Mr 
Kwasniewski, aformer senior communist now turned social 
democrat, wrote in an article for Gazeta Wyborcza. 

■jJBfatir- . ... • ' ; A ---'-A • 


"urkisb autinorities voafed not to yield to the Kurdish 
guerrillas who killed nine soldiers in a weekend suicide 


. ; aid separatist inflict T- ‘-V.- ■ ... - - 

•A - ..'. “There -win be no let up m' therrtnrggle against terrorism. 
■ i Our struggle wifl continne-more powerfully,” the new 
Interior Minister, Mehmet Agar, toW reporters in a visit to 
the eastern town of Tliinceli, where ihe attack occurred on 
Sunday. ;V'V.: A 

-The bombing tWCrsbadowedlhe appointment two days 
. r earlier of the country's first TSlamist Prime Minister, : 
NeanettmErbakan, in a’coalftion with conservatives. It 
cart doUbt onMr Edikk^searFeiprcfoosalsto neutralise" 



ronsts, whfle^txrplslaimc Scholarsin^idiA^Sa torr. 
qemned the bombing as “un-Islamic.” ‘ ; . v ~ • ; .? 

security mLJhahnmteld re- 

portere that the new wall and other securityjneasures — * 

woold be completed this week toriett er protee tthe 2.00ft 
Amencan troops living at theAl-Kbobar cortiplel^he • 
warned that no secunty steps were foolproof. AP - Dhahrmt 

O^^^ North Korea angrityaccusGd the US Coo- 

011 back tin supplying the fuel oQ 
“f 64 ! 5 and fofcatenccUb scrap * 1994 . 

laatoAnsicIgtf 

^ Korean Central News Agency waxnfidr“Ff 
he heavy oil is not supplied in' tme as schooled, we will 
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Peking throws out Hong Kong protesters 


STEVE VINES 

Hong Kong 

Pregrcdtogo toavoidihevS 
lsa . tl0DS > canyine asSmifi!! 


The plane carrying the dele- 
gation was surrounded by 
^med guards when it landed at 
Peking airport yesterday morn- 
ing. Eleven gun- toting security 
police then entered the plane, 
identified the pro testers and 
seized the special travel docu- 
ments which allow Hong Kong's 
ethnic Chinese residents to 
travel to China as “compatriots" 
rather than foreigners. 

The delegation was told to 
remain on the plane while the 
other passengers disembarked. 


They were then sent straight 
back to Hong Kong without 
being allowed to talk to anyone 
or deliver their petition. 

China's response came as no 
surprise. At least three original 
members of the delegation were 
denied permission to travel to 
China and the authorities made 
it clear they would not receive 
the petition. This was a rare 
attempt by Hong Kong’s de- 
mocrats to make direct contact 
with Chinese officials in Peking. 

“We are in a state of shock", 


said John Tse, a legislator, on 
returning from Peking He said 
the Chinese authorities had 
boarded the plane carrying a 
three-page blacklist which 
contained their names. 

Reports of a blacklist have 
often surfaced. A number of 
prominent activists, publishers 
and others have been told not 
to apply for permission to visit 
China because it would be 
turned down. One of those 
who was denied a visit to his 
family in China said yesterday; 


“The message is dear. They 
want me to get out of Hong 
Kong; they're saying I have to 
watch it after 199TT 

The delegation returned to 
Hong Kong last night saying 
they had seen “the true face" of 
China’s promises to respect the 
territory’s autonomy and free- 
doms following next year's 
return ro Chinese sovereignty. 

In Tiananmen Square,at the 
centre of Peking, the scene of 
the notorious" massacre of 
democracy protesters in 1989. 


a giant electronic dock ticks off 
the days and minutes until 
Hong Kong is reunited with the 
motherland. When the dock hit 
the 365-day point early yester- 
day morning, an officially 
organised rally broke into 
enthusiastic applause. 

Back in Hong Kong there was 
linJe applause. The treatment 
of the delegation drew official 
criticism from the government, 
which urged C hina “to talk to 
all shades of opinion in Hong 
Kong", and from legislators. 


Martin Lee, the leader of the 
Democratic Party, whose mem- 
bers were prominent in the 
delegation, said: “I’m com- 
pelled to conclude that Chinese 
leaders are not prepared to 
hear anything from Hong Kong 
that they don’t want to hear". 

However Allen Lee, a con- 
servative legislator who acts as 
an adviser to China, described 
the events in Peking as nothing 
more than a “publicity stunt". 
He said that people in Hong 

Kong would Dot be concerned 


Communists 

waste no 
, time on ideals 
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STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Jh^ Uld H ^ more 

Jhan one of China's 57 million 

Communist Party members 
spent yesterday, the 75lh an- 
niversary' of the party's foun- 
dation, sparing a thought for the 
Communist Manifesto, a doc- 
ument first translated into Chi- 
«*jo 1921, two years before 
the Chinese Communist Party 
was established. “Spot the 
Marxist ", is a favourite (if not 
very productive) sport among 
China-watchers. 

The world's largest and most 
powerful Cbmmunist Party has 
never had too much time for 
ideology. If anything it has al- 
ways been more nationalist 
than communist. 

Yesterday, the party - which 
seized power in 1949 after al- 
most three decades of bitter 
struggle - issued a clarion call 
not for the realisation of Marx- 
ist ideals but for the people to 
fight corruption, a cancer which 
even the party admits is mating 
at its very heart 

Few of the Communist old 
guard remain, yet those who do, 
notably the paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping, wield tremen- 
dous influence. The next gen- 
eration, personified by President 
Jiang Zemin and Premier Li 
Peng, are more in the mould of 
Soviet-educated bureaucrats 
who have no experience of the 
struggles which almost exhaust- 


ed their revolutionary prede- 
cessors. Their main concern is to 
maintain the party’s power. 

At a rare news conference a 
few years ago Mr Li was asked 
when he had last opened a 
book by Karl Marx. The usual- 
ly impassive premier was visibly 
taken aback. It took some time 
before he finally spluttered out 
a response to the effect that 
Man: was an important thinker. 

Membership of the party 
these days is sought more for ca- 
reer progression and access to 
privilege than for any ideolog- 
ical motive. The ideological 
convulsions, such as the disas- 
trous “Great Leap Forward" of 
the Fifties which killed mil- 
lions of people, and the Sixties’ 
Cultural Revolution, which was 
both murderous and intensely 
damaging to China 'asocial de- 
velopment, are admitted as be- 
ing mistakes. 

Reporta from Peking, now 
speak of pressure for the Com-, 
munist leadership to reassess its 
actions during the bloody Tian- 
anmen Square uprising of 1989. 
But there is no public sign that - 
such a reassessment will be 
made in the near future. 

Having allowed communism 
to mean more or less whatever 
the Chinese leadership has de- 
cided it should mean, the clique 
which runs the Communist Par- 
ty braes that its pragmatism and 
flexibility WiH enable the party 
to flourish, for at least another 
75 yeais. ' ' " •“ 



Communist headquarters, Yenan 1930s: From left, Mao Tse-tung, journalist Earl Leaf, Chu Teh, Madame Mao Tse-tung Photograph: Corb'es-Bettman 


about the way the Chinese 
authorities bad bandied the 
matter because it was a 
deliberate provocation. 

Zhang Junsheng, the chief 
spokesman for China in Hong 
Kong, said the Chinese gov- 
ernment had “the right to pro- 
tect national security". He said 
the delegation had “already 
been told that they would have 
to face the consequences of 
their actions” but had insisted 
on “putting on a show". “This 
wfli noi be tolerated”, he said. 


Here they 
met, 75 
years ago 


Shanghai (Reuter) — Few vis- 
itors made the pilgrimage yes- 
terday to the house in the 
former French Concession in 
Shanghai where the Chinese 
Communist Party was born, 
officially 75 years ago. 

It was in the back room of the 
black and red brick building that 
is now a museum, and in a near- 
by girls' school, that 12 Chinese 
communists and a Dutch mem- 
ber of the international com- 
munist organisation Comintern 
met in secret in i921. 

A few visitors, with some 

cal Chinese, gazedattLetable 
and stools, laid out with a tea 
service. 

“I came today because it's the 
75th anniversary of the Party," 
one old man said, who added 
that he was a party member. 
“This is a sacred spot for the 
Party." 

“J brought my son to see the 
house because it’s also his birth- 
day today,” one woman said. 

The table and chairs are not 
the original furniture, but then 
the meeting was not held on 1 
July either - it took place from 
15-23 July, and it broke up 
when a suspected spy from 
the French authorities came to 
visit, 

The participants, including 
the future Chairman Mao Tse- 
tung, decamped in haste and 
concluded what came to be 
called the First Congress in a 
houseboat on a lake. 

“The day has no significance 
for me whatsoever," a young 
businesswoman said. “I don't 
read any of the articles, I just 
don’t care.*’ 
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man on to politburo 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Hanoi 

In more ways than one, the 
Vietnamese Communist Party 
congress, which formally closed 
yesterday afternoon, was a 
deathly business. For seven 
hours at a time, for four days, 
1,045 elderly men (and 153 
women) sat in a concrete hall 
listening to speeches about the 
future of international Com- 
munism. Across the road from 
this metaphorical mausoleum 
was a real one - the last rest- 
ing place of Ho-Cbi Mink. 
Communist Vietnam’s founding 
father, whose embalmed body 
still lies in state. 

7b top off the symbolism, the 
party yesterday announced the 
election to its politburo of 
Nguven Dinh To, the 63-year- 
old chief of the atomic energy 
commission. Even by the stan- 
dards of Vietnamese politics, 
Comrade Nguyen will be an 
inert and low profile, came; 
last Friday, on the opening day 
of the congress, be died of a 
heart attack. . , , 

For all this, the eighth con- 
gress was not the airless 
assembly of ageing dinosaurs 


which one might have expect- 
ed. It demonstrated above all 
that five years after the collapse 
of the Soviet bloc. Communism 
may not be healthy, but it is cer- 
tainly not dead. In Vietnam, 
even by the standards of the 
capitalist West, it is doing veiy 
well for itself. 

,Iike any party conference, 
the congress was much con- 
cerned with giving itself a pal on 
the back. The political report, 
rubber- stamped by tiie dele- 
gates over the weekend, 
dwelled much on the md& 
putable successes of the past 10 
years. In 1986, when Vietnam 
embarked on its policy of dot 
moi,ot reform, inflation was 774 
per cent. At the last party con- 
gress in 1991, it was 67 per cent 
this year the figure is down to 
a fifth of that Capital invest- 
ment is increasing, and growth 
is running at more than 8 per- 
cent 

But the striking thing about 
the policy report is the amount 
of self criticism it contains. 
Parts of its express the moder- 
ate anxieties of left-leaning .par- 
ties everywhere; rising 
unemployment, environmental 
damage, and the “social evils'* 


of crime, drug addiction and 
pornography. But other sections 
read less like the work of 
revolutionary Communists, 
than .that of a team of 
management consultants. 

- Vietnam “remains the among 
the poorest countries in the 
.world, with low levels of eco- 
nomic development, labour 
productivity, and business effi- 
ciency”. Despite the need for 
investment “stale and party in- 
stitutions ~ are spending waste- 
folly, consuming more than 
they can produce without sav- 
ing for intensive development”. 
The solution to this is expressed 
in a curiously hybrid jargon; “to 
build a multi-sector commodi- 
ty economy operating along 
the market mechanism in par- 
allel with ... state management 
along the socialist line”. 

In practice this means more 
capitalism; promoting technol- 
ogy, commerce and foreign 
investment - even, some time 
in the next century, founding a 
stock market. But it also means 
socialism; defending the home- 
land, strengthening the party 
and a stem rejection of “fanat- 
ic democratism” and multi-par- 
ty politics. 



Nguyen Thi Xuan My: First 
woman on the Politburo 

This is not as unlikely, or as 
unpopular, as it first sounds.' 
American and European diplo- 
mats, avidly competing for 
opportunities to invest in the 
country’s growing private sec- 
tor, tend to adopt pained 
expressions when asked about 
Hanoi’s record on political 
rights. But among Vietnam’s 
Asian neighbours, there is less 
confusion. 

“Foreigners always worry 
that the party is slowing down 
the speed of reform,” says an 
Asian diplomat in Hanoi, “but 
we don't see it like that In order 
to make the economy work, it’s 
very important to have stabili- 
ty. At this stage, a one-party 
system is essential to this coun- 
try” 
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... in the contemporary hisfoty 
of Mongolia,' we are democra- 
tic,” saio theSDFs party chief, 
Gonchigdoij-- l 
“We have aheavy task on’rar 


shoulders but we are. happy 
that the task is on us,” Gonchig- 
doij added. “We have made a 
contract with the. people and 
now we will implement that 
contract” 

The defeated MFRP refused 
to make a formal comment. 

■ “This is the choice of the na- 
tion,” an MPRP official who 
declined to be identified said 
*Twuuld like torongratulate our 
le,but they have to 
promises.” 

Analysts said the polls 
appeared to be free and fair, 
with much of the voting split 
along age lines. Older voters 
opted for the MFRP, while the 
younger favoured the opposi- 
tion, which campaigned for 
faster economic liberalisation 
and political reform. 

*T don't think anyone con- 
sidered they would actually 
win, including themselves,” said 


a Western diplomat “It’s a 
total surprise.” 

Coalition officials said the 
immediate task was to form a 
government and tackle eco- 
nomic and social problems thai 
have racked the country of 13 
million people, many of whom 
are nomadic cattle- and sheep- 
herders, in its transition from 
Soviet-style planning to a free 
market democracy. The de- 
mocrats faced a tough job, 
officials said. 

a 0f course, first I'm happy, 
but second Tm a little scared 
about what we have to do,” said 
one victorious opposition can- 
didate. “We have a big respon- 
sibility” 

Gonchigdorj declined to 
conanent an whom the coalition 
would nominate for the post of 
prime minis ter. But he said he 
was a likely candidate to become 
speaker of parliament 
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Euthanasia: Coalition of doctors, Aborigines, clerics and anti-abortionists says law violates Australia's constitutional right to life 
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Legal delay 
prevents 
dying wish 
coming true 


How a patient in the Northern Territory can choose to die 
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ROBERT MilllKEN 

Sydney 

For Max Bell, 65, and Jan 
Culhone, SI, both suffering 
from terminal cancer, yesterday 
was the biggest anti-climax of 
their lives. Both had travelled 
across Australia to the North- 
ern Territory to take advantage 
of the world's fust law allowing 
voluntary euthanasia for 
terminally ill people. Kit. after 
months of wrangling between 
doctors, the historic law that was 
due to take effect yesterday was 
under challenge m the courts, 
with the prospect that its first 
two potential users may be 
denied their dying wishes. 

As the Northern Territory’s 
Rights of the Terminally 111 Act 
came into force yesterday, a 
coalition of doctors. Aborigines, 
dcrics and anti-abortion groups 
launched a challenge in the 
territory's Supreme Court, 
claiming that the law should be 
nullified because it contravened 
a right to life inherent in the 
Australian constitution. 

The federal government in 
Canberra, at the instigation of 


John Howard, the prime min- 
ister. is likely to jom the chal- 
lenge if, as expected, it reaches 
the High Court, the country's 
final appeal court. Meanwhile, 
Kevin Andrews, a federal MP 
from the ruling Liberal Party, 
will introduce a bill when par- 
liament resumes in Canberra 
□ext month to override the 
Northern Territory's law retro- 
spectively. Doctors in Darwin, 
the territory's capital have been 
warned that they could be 
charged with murder or man- 
slaughter if they give lethal in- 
jections to terminally Dl patients 
who request them before the 
legal challenges are resolved. 

The most prominent such 
doctor is Philip Nitschke, 48, 
who has made headlines with his 
fight against Australia's m grt i eftt 
establishment over the new law. 
Dr Nitschke has resigned from 
the Australian Medical Associ- 
ation (AMA) because of its op- 
position to the law. claiming it 
wants to keep in doctors' hands 
a power over death which he be- 
lieves should rest with patients. 

He has built a computerised 
“death machine** which enables 
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a terminally Ql person to decide 
their own moment of death by 
pressing a button that induces 
a lethal injection. Mr Bell, a 
retired taxi driver from the 
outback mining town of Broken 
Hill who is suffering from ter- 
minal stomach cancer, and Mrs 
Culhane, a mother from New 
South Whies, were to have been 
its Gist users. More than 30 oth- 
er dying people, including one 
from Britain, have asked Dr 
Nitschke to help them end their 
lives peacefully. 

Dr Nitschke was scathing 
about the court challenges 
yesterday, and suggested he 
may go ahead and act under the 
law regardless. “The delays are 
making what is left, of these peo- 
ple’s lives even worse,** he said. 

Chris Wake, 46, who was 
born in Britain and is president 
of the AMA in the Northern 


Territory, is leading ihe legal 
challenge. He said: "I don't be- 
lieve there is a right to death. 
"The law is unnecessary. Doc- 
tors have a duty to protea the 
weakest members of society." 
Dr Wbkc has been joined by the 
Rev Djiniyinni Condarra, a 
church minister representing 
Aborigines who oppose the law 
on various grounds, including an 
argument that euthanasia 
represents sorcery under 
traditional Aboriginal lore. 

The Northern Territory, a 
place the size of Europe, has just 
150.000 people, one-quarter of 
them full-blood Aborigines. It 
represents less than 1 per cent 
of Australia's population. Yet 
the legal, medical and ethical 
shockwaves from its bold law to 
sanction doctor-assisted deaths 
are reverberating around the 
countrv. 
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Law or lore: An Aborigine leader, the Rev Djiniyinni Condarra, and his grandson. He 
says euthanasia represents sorcery under Aboriginal tradition Photograph: Reuter 


Until yesterday there was only 
one country in die world where 
a doctor could help a patient to 
die and not face prosecution as 
a result, writes Liz Bant In 
1993 the Netherlands legalised 
the reporting procedure for 
voluntary euthanasia. This 
meant that doctors, by law, had 
to report any deaths they aid- 
ed, but in doing so, they were, 
to all intents and purposes, 
guaranteed immunity. 

Elsewhere, medical and legal 
establishment views have held 
sway against decriminalisation 
of doctor-assisted suicide, de- 
spite surveys that suggest mas- 
sive support among the public. 

In the UK, an NOP poll in 
1993 put support at 79 per 
cent. A survey of doctors pub- 
lished earlier this year found 
that more than half supported . 
rational suicide, and more than v- 
a quarter had been asked for 
help to die by desperate pa- 
tients. Another survey, pub- 
lished in the British Medical 
Journal in 1994, found that 10 
per cent of doctors admitted to 
having helped someone to die. 

In the United States, doctor- 
assisted suicide has been hotly 
debated, fuelled by Dr Jack 
Kevorkian, a retired pathologist 
who has helped 28 people to die 
since 1990. 

Earlier this year, two feder- 
al courts of appeal on the west 
coast and in New York, ruled 
that doctor-assisted suicide was 
a constitutional right, and more 
states are expected to follow. 



Paranoia rules 
at the court of 
Netanyahu 


Jerusalem — It all began when 
Tanya Shaw. 21-year-old nanny 
to the children of Binyamin 
Netanyahu, newly elected prime 
minister of Israel burned the 
soup on Sunday afternoon. 
Peremptorily sacked and 
expelled from the Netanyahus 
house, she sobbed out her story 
of how she had been- 
“humiliated" every day that 
she worked for the Netanyahus, 
as she sat on the pavement with 
her possessions spread on the 
ground around her. 

Now. the story of Ms Shaw 
and the soup has caused shock- 
waves in Israeli political life. 

Ms Shaw, who arrived from 
South Africa Iasi year, said she 
had lived m the Netanyahu 
household forsix months look- 
ing after their two boys, five- 
year-old Yair and his one-and- 
a-half-year-old brother Avner. 

Relations were bad between 
her and Sara, 35, the prime 
minister's wife, who she says was 
always shouting at her. 

On Sunday morning Ms 
Shaw was playing with Avner in 
a park near the house when a 
soldier on guard ran up and 
said: “Sara wants you now.” Ms 
Shaw says that when she 
returned to the house Sara 
shouted: “You left the soup on 
the fire and it burned.’’ After 
accusing Ms Shaw of hating the 
children. Mrs Netanyahu told a 
policeman: “Throw her out of 
the house." When he demurred, 
a bodyguard of the prime min- 
ister was summoned who “said 
aggressively that 1 had to leave 
immediately. 1 started to cry. left 
the house and sat down" 

Ms Shaw was only allowed 
back in to collect her belonging 
after three hours. She later 
told an Israeli reporter that “I 
need to wash my hands every 
time I touch the children". 

All this might be written off 
as a spat between nanny and a 
highly protective mother. 

Mr Netanyahu himself was 
only indirectly involved. But 
within hours Israelis got a hint 
of the style of their new gov- 
ernment when the prime min- 
ister’s office put out an 


The sacking of the Israeli PM’s nanny is 
a worrying sigh, says Patrick Cockburn 


unpleasant statement 
denouncing Ms Shaw as a liar 
and a security threat. 

“Serious problems of insta- 
bility came out recently in the 
behaviour of the caretaker in 
the Netanyahu household,’ 7 said 
the government announcement. 
“For this reason, security ele- 
ments recommended that she 
be kept from the prime minis- 
ter's house.” All this is very 
much in the style of Mr 
Netanyahu’s successful elec- 
tion campaign in which he 
emphasised threats to Israel’s 
security. The statement con- 
cludes: “The Netanyahu fami- 
ly regrets the nanny’s difficult 
situation, along with her imag- 
inative, mendacious daims and 
will do whatever is needed to 
help her £ain her balance.” 

If this is how the Netanyahu 
administration responds to a 
tear-stained nanny, bow will it 
react to more serious opponents 
such as Syria or Hizbollah? Mr 
Netanyahu never held a senior 
policy-making post before 
becoming prime minister, but 
some of his recent appoint- 
ments suggest, ominously, that 
he feels at home with people 
with a paranoid style. 

In charge of the prime min- 
ister’s press relations is David 


Bar-Illan, who as editor of the 
right-wing Jerusalem Post 
denounced even the New York 
Times as being a forum for anti- 
Israeli opinions. Yesterday he 
told Israeli army radio that Ms 
Shaw “is a bit disturbed”. 

Pinfaas Fishier, director of the 
prime ministers office, also 
has a habit of reacts strongly to 
any perceived problems. He is 
currently demanding his police 
record be wiped clean alter it 
was revealed that there had 
been 14 separate complaints 
against him though he has nev- 
er been charged. Two women 
and a former employee claimed 
he had made nuisance tele- 
phone calls to them and his for- 
mer wife accused him of 
threatening behaviour. 

None of this will necessarily 
do lasting damage to Mr 
Netanyahu. In 1993 he survived 
denouncing his enemies for 
trying to blackmail him with a 
video proving his adultery. Like 
Bill Clinton after the Gennifer 
Flowers allegations. he 
brazened out the scandal. But 
the brutality with which Ms 
Shaw was treated after over- 
boiling (he soup is a warning 
for anybody whom the 
Netanyahu administration 
identifies as its enemv. 



Cast out: Tanya Shaw, the Netanyahus' former nanny. 
She was sacked at Ihe weekend Photograph: Reuter 


US accuses Iraq over oil deal 


New York —The United States 
yesterday accused Iraq of trying 
to use a strictly limited oil-for- 
food agreement reached with 
the United Nations in May as 
a means to circumvent the 
broader trade sanctions 
imposed upon it after the Gulf 
War, writes David Usbome. 

The deal, achieved after 
months of acrimonious negoti- 
ations, was designed to permit 
Iraq to export up to $2bn 
(£1 Jbn) worth of oil over six 
months on condition that the 
proceeds were used exclusive- 


ly for the purchase of urgently 
needed humanitarian supplies, 
including food and medicines. 

Yesterday,’ h&vriteft lhg US 
sttVStDiotice that a plan from 
the Iraqi government last week 
detaflinghow it intended car- 
rying out Ihe agreement was un- 
acceptable. 

The US objection means that 
the agreement, which was 
meant to alby the suffering vis- 
ited on the Iraqi population, 
may be delayed by several 
weeks or months. British offi- 
cials would not say whether 


London concurred with the ■ 
American assessment. 

Speaking of the Iraqi docu- 
ment. the US spokesman at the 
UN, James Rubin, accused Iraq 
of “trying to backtrack” on the 
agreement reached on 20 May 
and of uying “to turn thisitfr 

partial lifting of sanctions'*. He 
added that the plan, “contains, 
several provisions that make it 
clear that Iraq is not serious at . 
this point as far as implement- 
ing” the oil-for-food agree- 
ment 


-i,p K.’-.M 
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Mr Blair and i 

T he word the pundits seized on in belong to. Audible in the past few days, 
the studios yesterday was “auto- especially from Cardiff and Edinburgh, 
crar - the coinage of ihe dissi- has been the docuine that Labour has 
dent Labour MP Paul Flvnn. Dissident* an essence, impervious to change and 
These latest acts of leadership bv Tony modernity. And the immutability of 
Elrnr - ie unilateral assertions of pariv This Great Movement of Ours, Blair s 
policy - have resurrected old nhrW- rrirW* wm to sav. lies in its arcane inter 



r ; ....wj, .u, na y i C5lSi u 5 MUIl-llUUUMg,. * - 

enough to make you think the Labour accomplished annually when the tribes 
r ^ *l more hke the Communist Pam* gather for the conference, 
ot the Soviet Union than a ramshackle " Behind that lies a very particular - 
voluntary organisation that in most and particularly anachronistic - con- 
parts of the country still sets its quorums ception of what a political party is. For 
for meetings in handfuls. Just imagine them, a party is something owned by 

the next bulletin from within the Isling- *’ 

ton presidium. Like Kremlin watchers 
of old we need to attend the small 
details. Why was Comrade Prescott so 
quickly on the phones last week spread- 
ing the word of Kim I! Blair’s great suc- 
cess in the northern reaions? 

WW Mr «... 


iivuiugiii ic^lUIib. 

What Mr Blair is up" to needs to be 
placed in the context of a parry in his- 
torical disequilibrium. The butterfly is 
not yet out of its chrysalis: the only thing 
we know is that it is not going to be u red 
admiral. A socialist mass-membership 
party has not yet transformed into - 
what? Constitutionally, the Labour Pam 1 
that gave us a donkey-jacketed lover of 
Haziitt to cany its standard against 
MargareL Thatcher no longer exists. 
Neil Kimiock's agony began with remas- 
tering the party machine. Yet much of 
the old formation remains, notably in 
members' beliefs about what it is they 


un. in* a pun; o 

activists, card-holders, an elect who in 
turn own its policies and its represen- 
tatives. It is. surely, that conception 
which Tony Blair is lilting at. For what 
he is doing now goes beyond persuad- 
ing the partv to change its mind about 
the Great Shibboleth. Cause IV. The 
Blair projeci now encompasses remak- 
ina the Labour Party's idea of itself. 

But why does that ambition require 
turning Labour into a disciplinary 
machine of which Stalin would be 
proud? Surely it is because Mr Blair 
object must eventually be to diminish 
the significance of part)' itseli. That end 
was certainly accomplished last week 
when devolution of power to Scotland 
and Wales was sprung on unwitting 
parry cadres. . 

Judging the riskiness of Mr Blair's bid 
would be easier if be could be pinned 
down by analogy. Blair is no Lloyd 



ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON .EJJ5DL 
TELEPHON E D171-2SW 2000 / 0171-M3 3w0 FAX 0171-293 34A> / Olil-Mo ^ 


Labour might Fmd raore ^ invented. In Mr Blair’s case, that means 

North American model of P®”?- -'autocratic" leadership isnecessarv. but 

Democrats have committee ^ adva Scesthe idea of a 

archies but it is money contrib ^closer to a wider swathe of Britons. 

St by mem- So far as the Tories are concerned, of 

here of Congress or the President. He 
makes policy in a backroom of the 
White House while, if Bob Woodward 
is to be believed, manipulating millions 
in Democratic National Committee 
funds. The American trick Is to ensure 
that the assent of the Democrats to its _ 

all over the world 

Isn't that what Tony Blair wants 

Labour, that party assent shouldstand to baby-boomers wailing, 

for the agreement of most of the : pop J. Quo are upset because Radio 

ulation? In the hem ^dnow-nos, of Fifty-year^d 

the- rime the nonon of party is a arag - 1 Jl _ -- nnn r*arc irP HlCfTf*'xSpri hCCQUSC 


So far as the Tories are concerned, ot 
course, the notion of what their party is 
for may require an even more funda- 
mental revision, once the Euro-opposi- 
tion banner is finally and fully unfurled. 

Zinunerframin’ 


George: he is neither a pariv breaker, 
nor a party maker. Blair s leadership 
consists in reaching outside his party to 
try 10 touch bases, stroke sentiments in 
the population at large while turning his 
party's face outwards and diminishing 
its pretensions. He has admitted his 
admiration tor Lady Thatcher and a 
style of leadership - exemplified also by 
Ted Heath at the height ul his powers 
- which lakes the institutions of party 
governance entirely lor granted. Every 
season the commentators hope against 
hope that the Tory Party rank mid file 
will rise up: thev never do. The English 
appear to want to sec parlies led. They 



like vicapouslv to hear the thwack 

trousers - * .eas, : S'^su^on^iVected bv 

cal equivalent - without losing any g co ^ tituencv activists, many of whom 
of iheir democratic - - . barely emancipated from the 

Blair's autocracy-for-the-sake-oTmod- are aspirations of Labour’s 
eration plays successfully to the gallery ^ B | air ^ f ast imprisoning 

of public opinion. . . ; h ' in a manifesto of his making. 

But if the office of the Labour leade would be premature to pronounce 

has become, to adopt the .'Mnencan Rut nnliri- 


cnmmauuu, umu . - - 

an excuse: Status Quo are just plain bor- 
ing. Employers don't get off so lightly: 
one in four men in their late fifties will 
never return to work, which clearly cre- 
ates a problem. Instead of sliding mis- 
erably into old age. men should embrace 

ba.s Ydop7 the” American It would be premamreru P--- ‘ presto (ie. not working) life, 

phrase a bully pulpit givina him direct the death of esse ntially. And they could leant &om the Somme 

“Whoendured 

19th-centurv idea. In ongm, they 
reflected the’ electors’ division of broad 
ideas. Now they do no such thing: they 
reflect the of activist minorities. If British 


access lo me yuwu... *••••*• . ,.7 . „ 

partv ' What will Labour look hke when 
it is remade in the Blair image? One 
option is canvassed above: it starts to 
look more and more like the Conserva- 
tive Party, an old pals’ act which does not 


veterans, wno enuurcu on 
o|e dav. and have lived it ever since. The 
fact that the rest of us are leading long 
and fruitful lives is, in some measure, 
thanks to them. Let’s enjoy it. 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- 


Scotland needs 
a new-style 
parliament 

Sir: if we are putting Scotland's 
future to the touch (“"Blair set for 
poll on political reform". 26 June), 
lei us up the stakes a little and 
begin that process by getting rid of 

the whole concept of “devolution . 

which, in the context of Scotland's 
history, is an irrelevant cul-de-sac. 
and a dangerous one too. 

Nothing could be more alien to 
the spirit of partnership and of 
continuing independence which 
infused the Act of Union, than the 

superior-subordinate relationship 
that is inherent in devolution. 

The historian F.W. Maitland 
I himself of Scottish descent ) 
described Anglo-Scottish relations 
since the Act of Union until the 
end of the 19th century in terms of 
a dvnamic rhythm, whereby, to 
i their mutual enrichment, two 
: kingdoms drew ever closer 

I together, politically and 

: economically , while socially and 
; culturally, two peoples drew ever 

further apart. . 

This dynamically interactive 
, relationship was replaced, in the 

present century, by- the incept of 

unitarv British slate, with Scotland 
being reduced in status to a mere 
’. rccion or province of England. In 
; this way an eitber-and-or 
: relationship became (temporarily, 

1 one must hope ) a mechanistic, 

, either-or relationship, with 

: unionism at one end of tin. 

! spectrum, nationalism at the other, 

: and in the middle a somewhat 

i unstable compromise in the form 
I of devolution. . , 

j What we need is an integral 
! solution. This means picking up the 
threads of the 1707 Act and 

institutionalising Scotland s 

. continuing iodcpendeiiLebysclu g 

. up a parliament in Edinburgh 

which works in partnership with 
separate UK parliament at 

Wehaw an opportunityto 

sss&sgg 
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Sir. Three questions arise from the 
proposals of the Labour Party for a 
referendum on Lhe devolution ot 
Scotland. 

Wfll the SO per cent of the 
Scottish population of the UK who 
live outside Scotland have a vote 
in the referendum on the future of 
their native land? ■ 

Secondly, will Orkney and 

Shetland be regarded as part of 
Scotland and the people have a 
vote in the referendum? If so, will 
the Orcadians and Shetland 
Islanders have the option not to be 
part of a devolved Scotland? 
‘-Thirdly, in the event of 
devolution of Scotland, will 
Scottish Members of Parliament 

who represent English 
constituencies resign and stand for 
re-selection and re-election on the 

grounds that their English 

electorate may well be happy lo 
have fellow ( British) countrymen 
representing them but not wish to 
have a foreigner as their MP . 
BASIL DEWING 
Great Malvern, Worcestershire 

Radical route to 
welfare reform 

Sin “The hour demands the most 
radical reconstruction" of the 
Welfare Slate, writes Frank Field 
(“ How to open the benefit trap", 1 
July) And yet one is constantly 
surprised how far from radical are 
his proposals. They would do little 
more than tinker with the existing 
system, which is what he accuses 
the Government and the 
Opposition of doing. 

Af uarra kil 1C liohl lh)t 


A Citizen’s Income - even at very 
moderate level - would be the most 
intelligent course to take. 

As Lord Young of Dartington 
remarked on the publication of me 
Social Justice Commission (chaired 
by Sir Gordon Borne): “Borne, in 

the name of a revolution that isn t, 
rejects the really revolutionary idea 
of a Citizen’s Income, or rather 
havers over it, leaving us with a 
modest version of it. ‘if it could be 
afforded’ Lord Young added: “1 
hope that Tbny Blair wfll look again 
at a Citizen’s Income before 
rejecting it. That would be a 
revolution, and an advance on 
Beveridge, rather than a retuning ^ 
of the old scheme now so tattered. 
RICHARD CLEMENTS 
Director 

Citizen's Income Trust 
London WC2 

Genes don’t make 
us what we are 

Sir The Independent's science 
writing is usually outstanding, so it 
is especially disappointing to come 
across a report (“Brainy sonsowe 
intelligence to their mothers”. -S 
June) so riddled with bad science 
and illogical argument, and 
showing no awareness that genetic 
determinism should be treated 
with care. 

There is no evidence that any 
gene or genes determine rather 
than influence human ^ 
characteristics. There is quite 3 i° l 
of evidence that the interactions 
between genes. environmenL 
culture. and personal choice are 


sufficiently complex to make 
nonsense of the suggestion that any 
one of these elements can 

determine “the man’s basic ^ 

intelligence, looks and character , 
even if an “intelligence-enhancing 
X gene” could have anything to do 
with looks or character, and even if 
we had any dear idea of whai ^ 

“basic intelligence" or “character 
actually is. 

I spend a lot of my time trying U> 
increase public understanding of 
science, especially genetic. 

Coming to grips with the fact that 
genes alone don’t make us what we 
are, however attractive some 
people find that idea at the 
moment, takes a tittle intelletnual 
flexibility, but is quite possible. 

It is equally possible to foresee 
that abuses of genetic technology 
will derive largely from gross 
oversimplications, like Professor 
Gillian Turner’s comment that 
‘‘this explains why some men are 
extraordinarily intelligent - 
Reports like this reinforce a 
belief in the absolute power of 
genes that is potentially vciy 
dangerous. 

Dr JACKIE LEACH SCULLY 

Basel 

Switzerland 

Commemorating 
the Somme 


Sir. The absence of John Major and 
Michael Portillo from the 
ceremoov commemorating the 
SOth anniversary of the Battle ol 
the Somme (report. 1 July) reminds 
me of the 1960s peace slogan. 


“Suppose they gave a war and no 
one came". 

The 60,000 men who did 
unquestioningly obey the call to 
duty on that day would be 
saddened to know that on what will 
be one of the last occasions when 
campaign survivors can take part, 
the Prime Minister and the 
Defence Secretary are “too busy" 
to attend, as presumably are senior 
members of the Royal Family. 

The date of this anniversary is 
not exactly a surprise. Surely it is in 
ihe public interest to know what 
was so pressing in the diaries of the 
prime Minister and the Secretary 
of Slate for Defence ihat made 
them unavailable? Is this serious 
omission from their agenda 
perhaps due to the fact that no one 
expected them still to be occupying 
their current positions on 1 July 
1996? 

SIERRA HUTTON -WILSON 
Evercreeck Somerset 

National Gallery 
open all hours 

Sin There is good news from the 
National Gallery for your 
correspondent Vyv Hope-Scott 
i letter. 26 June). Already open free 
of charge seven days aweek, t he 
National Gallery is now open from 
noon every Sunday and unit] 8pm 
every Wednesday. We hope that 
Vw Hope-Scoll and many others 
will make regular evening visits. 
NEIL MacGREGOR 
Director 

The National Gallery 
London HO 
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Keeping secrets 
at Westminster 

Sin Anthony Bevins’s article on “A 
day in the death of the Commons 
(28 June) was, sadly, all too 
accurate. 

When 1 wrote a humorous 
column in the House magazine 
on 27 May 1991 in which I 
suggested that “about 85 per cent 
of a backbench MP’s work is 
useless, and 50 per cent may be 
harmful", a national journalist 
picked it up and it received a lot 
of attention . 

The sad fact was that I had said 
exactly the same thing in a speech 
on the floor of the House of 
Commons several months earlier, 
and no one took the slightest 
notice. Just as a rumour at 
Westminster is a secreLyou share 

with two MPs, so the best way to 
keep a secret is to make a speech 
about it in the Chamber. 

If MPls really wanted to put the 
head of Government under 
effective pressure, they would set 
up a Select Committee on the 
Cabinet Office, before which the 
Prime Minister would appear 
three times a year, and which 
would range in questioning across 
the whole field of Government 
policy. 

Its reports would be published 
every four months, and would 
always involve a debate (and vote ) 
in the Chamber. The committee 
would be chosen from the 
toughest questioners in the 
House, and chaired by an 
Opposition MP (Ukc the 
Parliamentary .Affairs 
Committee). It would work too 
well, so it will not happen. 

Sir MICHAEL LATHAM 
London 5W7 


Stop the spread \ 

of superstores ' 

Sir You rightly comment 
(“Supermarkets are sucking the 
high street dry". 28 June ) that 
future generations will curse us for 
allowing the spread of superstores. 
But in spite of the harm that has 
already been done, some important 
damage limitation is still possible. 

Although it is unlikely that the 
Department of the Environment 

would now grant planning 
permission for a superstore , l n ere 
are some 400 permissions, granted 
in less enlightened days, still to be 
taken up- John Gumraer or, if 
necessary. Parliament, should 
admit the mistake and revoke these 
consents. Compensation will have 
to be negotiated, but it would be 
better to pay out than to allow 
further lasting damage. 

STEPHEN PLOWDEN 
London NW1 

Sin Friday’s business comment ( 28 
J une ) was let down by its 
concluding paragraph. The claim 
that improved car parking ui town 
centres will attract trade from out- 
of-town centres must be 
questioned. Many people have 
deserted our town centres because 
of the problems that cars create: air 
pollution, noise, a threat to safety 
to name but three. 

ANDY B RABIN 
London SMI 


Holidays mean 
healthy workers 

Sir: Hamish McRae argues that 
holiday entitlement for UK 
employees should be reduced 
(“Can "we afford holidays?". 2S 
J une ), but three simple facts arc 
worth noting. 

First, stress- related illnesses 
(primarily due to overwork) 
currently cost the UK economy 
between £7bn and £12bn a year. 
Secondly, it is not the hours that 
people put into their work which 
matters but what they put into 
those hours. Thirdly, he riles the 
example of Japan as a possible 
example for the UK to emulate.In 
fact there are signs of a growing 
backlash against the whole culture 
of workaholism in Japan 
(particularly amongst the under- 
thirties) and growing concerns 
about job burnout and "karoshi 
(“death bv overwork"). 

Dr NICK FORSTER 
Cardiff Business School 


The price 
of a plumber 

Sir: So for plumbers, “only the time 
on the customer's premises [is] 
chargeable " ( letter. 1 Juiv)? Aroun- 
here, plumbe rs and washing- ___ 
machine repair men charge a L?i. 
call-out fee. At the iwo-to-ihrec jot- 
per day quoted by Lois Wakeman. 
this “reality" sounds better than 
marking exam scripts, in spite nl all 
the other benefits enjoyed by 
teachers in their well-paid, well- 
resourced. high siatus profession. 
ROLAND MILES 
RedhilL Surrey 

I beat Angela 

. Sir Anscla Rippon was not the 
I BBC's first female newsreader 
! (“Landmarks in the Batik’ , 24 
June l. This is a common error. I 
was the first in this much-disputed 
position, in 19M). 

NAN WINTON 
| Bridport 
' Dorse/ 
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1 In Boris Yeltsin’s shadow - the 

const 

£ men waiting to rule Russia 

Ytat ..... 

*4$, By Phil Reeves 


A! 


few days ago, the 
new poster that is 
now festooned 
across the bill- 
. boards of Mos- 
W^° w would have seemed per- 
ecdy reasonable. It shows a 
miling Boris Yeltsin, holding 
-wnis arm up like a body-builder 
rpviting someone to feel his 
X luscles. Now it seems laugh - 
ble, even pitiful. 

/j Russians wfll go to the polls 
V^morxow to decide whether 
Ir Yeltsin will go on being 
ieir president, or whether to 
Dnfer power on the bull-dog 
• houlders of Gennady 

4 '.yuganov, the leader of a Com- 
lunist-nationalist bloc. After 
le events of the last few days, 
le choice will surely seem 
fljjtarder than ever before. 

* • When they voted in the elec- 
lYj c oa’s Rest round on 16 June, 
l0 |iany of the 26 million who put 
cross against Mr Yeltsin’s 
^ame would have believed he 
^as a rejuvenated man. This was 
{ra ne reason they were willing to 
enr 't aside their grave reservations 

I 


about his blundered handling of 
the Chechen war, a broken- 
down economy, and the wave of 
crime, corruption and social ills 
that has come hand-in-hand 
with the arrival of the free 
market. 

Their 65-year-old president 
seemed to have bounced bade 
like an India rubber ball, appar- 
ently having overcome both 
last year’s heart trouble and his 
love of liquor. As the cam- 
paign unfolded, they watched 
him on state-controlled televi- 
sion touring the length and 
breadth of the nation. 

On one day, he was down an 
Arctic coal mine; on another, 
he was dandng at a rock con- 
cert in the Urals; on a third, he 
was arguing enthusiastically 
with a gaggle of old women in 
the street For all his many 
shortcomings, lad: of energy 
and determination did not 
seem to be among them. 

Thanks to this new lease of 
life, plus a well funded and pro- 
fessional campaign team, Mr 
Yeltsin came tost with 35 per 


cent some three points dear of 
Mr Zyuganov. The margin, 
though slight was enough to 
justify caunous optimism, both 
m the Kremlin and in the West 
that victory in the run-ofi would 
be his. Now, although be still 
seems likely to be re-elected - 
unless the turn-out fells steeply 

,Th^^gnafcion of 
\-theig£er years of 
Leo® Brezhnev’s 
regime lurks in the 
collective memory 


- the contest is much altered 

Yesterday, after four days of 
mysterious seclusion, Mr 
Yeltsin appeared on television, 
looking weary, pale and very 
wooden, to appeal to Russians 
to vote for a "normal life". 

His younger rival, Mr 
Zyuganov, has been having a 
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field day, demanding a medical 
commission to investigate the 
president’s health, calling for a 
coalition government, and sug- 
gesting that Yeltsin is unfit to 
govern. An otherwise dull per- 
former, the Co mmunis t leader 
has a new assurance about him 
these days, as he trots out his 
lines before the cameras in a 
near-monotone. (He has even 
borrowed his opponent's tac- 
tics, inviting journalists to watch 
him pTay ypUeybaQ, and danc- 
ing at a nightclub). 

You cbuld understand the 
concern of the president's han- 
dlers- who indude his dai^hter, 
Tatyana -to get him on the air. 
In die last week, Mr Yeltsin has 
cancelled three campaign visits 
because of what his aides 
described as a sore throat. Rfe do 
not know what his true condition 
is, but it seems certain to involve 
more than his vocal cords (which 
seemed to work during yester- 
days television address). 
Although his health problems 
have been played down, or even 
ignored, by much of the Russian 
media, word has still got out - 
especially through the pages of 
the Communist-dominated 
press in toe regions. On toe eve 
of the most important election in 
the country’s nistory, Russians 
needed to be shown that their 
president was stSl alive, if not 
particularly welL 

On Sunday, he was supposed 
to stage his grand finale, an 
appearance at Moscow’s Luzh- 
niki stadium before thousands 
of cheering young people, lured 
there by the promise of rock 
bands and beer. He did not 
appear in person. That privilege 
was left to his puppet from a 
satirical television programme 


called Kukfy, Russia’s equiva- 
lent of Spitting Image. 

It was an unfortunate choice 
of stand-in. For, as Russians 
prepare to vote, toe election is 
dominated by serious doubts 
over whether Mr Yeltsin could 
turn out to be little more than 
a puppet, an ill old man manip- 
ulated by a coterie of ambitious 
insiders hungry for his job. 

The stagnation of the latter 
years of Leonid Brezhnev’s 
regime still lurks in the collec- 
tive memory. Could Boris 
Yeltsin be headingfor the same 
fate, and - if so - who would 
run the place? 

The question mark over his 
health revives an issue that has 
been hanging in the air ever 
since Russia’s constitution 
passed irito law by. referendum 
in 1993. in a vote that is now- 
known to have been rigged. Mr 
Yeltsin’s post became toe most 
powerful elected office in the 
world, allowing him to rule by 
presidential decree, without 
paying much heed to the weak, 
now Communist-dominoed, 
parliamenL With so much 
power concentrated in one 
man’s bands, the system 
depends on an active presi- 
dent - and not an ailing one. 

When Mr Yeltsin bad his first 
bout of bean trouble last July, 
it was widely believed in toe 
West that his successor would 
be Viktor Chernomyrdin, Rus- 
sia’s prime minister. The for- 
mer head of toe state-run gas 
giant Gasprom, was riding high 
in public opinion after success- 
fully intervening in a crisis in 
the southern Russian town of 
Budyonnovsk, where Chechen 
rebels had taken taken more 
than 1,000 people hostage. But, 


after piloting the government’s 
political party. “Our Home Is 
Russia", to a poor performance 
in December's parliamentary 
election. Mr Cbemomydrin’s 
star has waned. Few now see 
him as a likely heir, let alone 
the favourite. 

For now, that slot is filled by 

If Yeltsin is hidden 
in a sanatorium, 
General Lebed 
dearly aims to 
rule the roost 


the erect military frame of 
Alexander Lebed, the former 
two-star paratrooper general 
on whom the president has 
lately lavished power and glory. 
Two weeks ago, Mr Yeltsin 
appointed him secretary of the 
Security Council and his 
national security adviser in toe 
hope of wooing the II million 
voters he attracted in toe first 
round. 

At first, it seemed a smart 
move, not least because the 
general's arrival in the Kremlin 
precipitated the firing of four 
unpopular hawks, none of 
whom are known for their love 
of democracy - including his 
arch-enemy, the Defence Min- 
ister, General Pavel Grachev, 
and the head of the powerful 
Federal Security Service, Gen- 
eral Mikhail Barsukov. Since 
then, however, Mr Lebed's con- 
tribution has been far more 
questionable. 

He has, for example, given 


some intriguing hints about how 
he sees his future role. He has 
announced that be wishes to be 
vice president (although this 
would involve a change in the 
constitution that, by law, should 
be ratified by both parliamen- 
tary chambers and two-thirds of 
the 89 regions). 

He has also declared that he 
wants sweeping new powers for 
the Security Council, giving it 
oversight over the military and 
security services, and allowing it 
to carry out his mission of 
impoang law and order over a 
fledgling society that is riddled 
with corruption and organised 
crime. 

If Mr Yeltsin is fit and active, 
Mr Lebed’s powers - if he gets 
his way - would indeed be 
great. But if the president is 
closeted in a eountiy sanato- 
rium, surrounded by cardiolo- 
gists, the general dearly aims to 
rule the roost 

His recent erratic behaviour 
(not least, calling Mormons 
“scum” and whipping up fears 
of a coup) has sent a frisson of 
alarm through Western gov- 
ernments. They; know he just 
might end up being in charge of 
toe largest country in toe world, 
with a huge nuclear arsenal, a 
disaffected anny, feuding secu- 
rity services, and uncertain legal 
and democratic structures. 

But Mr Lebed may not sur- 
vive for long. His behaviour has 
shown him to be politically 
naive, and unwise. Although 
popular in the array’s lower 
ranks, he has plenty of strong 
enemies in the Kremlin, who 
know how to plant a knife in the 
back - and will not hestitate to 
do so. Once the election is over, 
Mr Yeltsin may also wonder if 


he has any further need bfhhri. . 

If he goes, others will step 
forward in search of power. Mr 
Yeltsin's close confidant. Gen- 
eral Alexander Korzhakov,- 
whom he sacked a fortaighLago 
as the head of the presidential 
guard, is still working in the 
Kremlin in an undear role. 

AnotheT close ally, the 
mayor of Moscow. Yuri 
Luzhkov, who was elected last 
month with an overwhelming 
majority, is rumoured to be 
seeking high position. And 
other heavyweights link in toe 
wings, from ministers - ihe 
Foreign Minister, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov. the Interior Minister, 
Anatoly Kulikov - to liberal 
advisers, notably the former 
privatisation minister, AnatoJy 
Chubais, and toe president's 
top campaign co-ordinator, 
Sergei Filatov. 

. IfMrYeltefo is re-elected, the 
future is unlikely to be an easy 
one. Russian politics is about 
personalities. In. the fast- three 
months, Mr Yeltsin's campaign 
team proved that they could 
overcome his deep unpopular- 
ity - by whipping up a souffle of 
support, aided tty the znaster- 
'chefc of the Russian national 
media. 

But, unfortunately, the 
choice of people is not inspir- 
ing. Tomorrow Russia will 
decide between a president 
with prior health, backed Ify a 
power-hungry general, and 
Gennady Zyuganov, an 
unknown apparatchik whose 
senior aides include some 
Soviet-era dinosaurs and a dis- 
turbing element of hardline 
nationalists. Russians have yet 
to get the politicians they 
deserve. 


Dogs dinners and things the cat dragged in 


u ■ “Von t upset the 
I 1 apple cart,” said 
J— ^my wife, some 
time last week. 

“I won’t,” I said (and I 
didn’t). 

“What’s an apple cart and 
why is it bad to upset it?” said 
my son. 

“Because ...” 1 said, and 

stopped. 

“Don't forget he’s never 
seen an apple cart, whether 
upset or cot” said my wife. 

“Nor have I," said I. 

“None of us has,” she said. 

We looked at each other. 

It was clearly time for 
another visit to the Idiom Her- 
itage Museum. 

This is one of our favourite 
days out in the West Country. 
It is such a simple idea for a 
theme park and yet such fun. 
Hie concept basically, is to 
have working demonstration 
models of the origins of all the 
phrases in our language that 
have a rural, agricultural and 
early industrfal background but 
whose origins have vanished 
while the phrase remains. 

like an apple cart 

We don't have apple carts 
any more, but you can sort of 
guess why it must be bad to 


upset an apple cart. All the 
apples would roll on the road. 
They would take ages to pick up 
again and half of them would be 
spoilt. Nasty. But until you’ve 
actually seen an apple cart roll 
over and disgorge ns load, you 
can’t understand how disas- 
trous it might be. 

Especially if you're standing 
too close, as I was last Satur- 
day at the Idiom Heritage 
Museum. 

“Terribly sorry about that,” 
said the director, James Holin- 
shed, as he picked me from 
under a ton of cheap Golden 
Delicious while my son 
laughed like a drain. “I'm glad 
to see your son has got a sense 
of humour, though. Has it 
ever occurred to you, by the 
way, why we say: : Laugh like 
a drain’?” 

It never had. Mr Holinshed 
took us to the demonstration 
drain and laughed down one 
end while I put my ear to the 
other. 

“Sony about that," he said 
again, as 1 staggered away 
from the drain half-deafened, 
while my son continued to 
chuckle merrily. “Look, let 
mesbowyou a few more quiet 
bits of the place. Anything 



Miles .Kington 

particular you’d like to see?" 

“There’s something I’d like 
to know,” I said. “Wny is the 
place fell of horses? Do you 
need so many?” 

“Well spotted!" he said. 
“The reason is, of course, that 
a vast amount of our idioms 
were invented in the pre-car 
age. when toe horse was king, 
and so it was the natural cur- 
rency for imagery. Putting the 
cart before the horse, a horse 
of a different colour, a dark 
horse -you don’t get this sort 
of imagery from cars, even 
now, do you? A car of a dif- 
ferent colour? You can take a 
car to a garage, but you can't 
make it take on petrol? I don’t 
think so, somehow. I don't 
think it would work.” 

“No, I think you're ...” I 


said, but he was already on to 
the next display, which was two 
huge lumps of something 
white. 

“Can you tell the differ- 
ence?" he said. 

“Is there a difference?" I 
said. 

“One’s chalk, one’s cheese,” 
he said - pretty smugly, I 
thought. “Pretty damned sim- 
ilar, aren't they? People are 
amazed how similar .” 

“Depends on the cheese," 
I said.“You’ve got a hard 
white cheese here, but if we 
had Brie ...” 

"He wasn’t listening. He 
was already on lo the next 
thing. 

"If your child is easily 
shocked or squeamish, I 
wouldn't let him look into the 
next shed of exhibits,” he said. 

He was right. 1 felt a bit 
queaty myself. There was one 
nasty pile that was a dog’s din- 
ner, another something that 
the cat had dragged in, a cook- 
ing vessel smelting evil which 
was a kettle of fish, a drowned 
rat. a dead dormouse, a drunk 
skunk ... 

. a bird in the 

hand . I said, in an attempt to 
tighten things. 


“That’s a proverb,” hesauLf 
“No proverbs here. Only 
idioms; • 

“Idioms tell yon more about 
history than proverbs do. 
‘Dog’s dinner* tells you abut a 
time when dogs* dinners did-; 
n't come out of tins called 
Woof or Petticat, but were real 
rotten scraps." 

We passed the bandwagon 
and the gravy train. 

We saw toe demonstration 
of the cat being put among the 
pigeons. 

We passed a refreshment 
stall 

“How are they selling?” 
called Mr Holinshed. 

“Very well indeed," a ladv 
called back. 

“Hot cakes," he explained 
to me. 

We finally got out of the 
Idiom Heritage Museum and 
drove home. 1 was so glad to 
get away that 1 must have 
been driving too fast, as my 
wife asked me to slow down. 

You re driving like the 
clappers,” she said. 

“What are clappers?” asked 
my son. 

I thought about it for a 
moment 
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This is a government health warning 

Tories admit that new Labour has new policies, but claim they will be just as damaging as the old ones 
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‘New Labour,’ the 
mantra will go, ‘new 
interventionism’ 
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Bel] and Peter Gammer secured 
en^reemern yesterday is that Labour 
the country a new threat for new 

This is a stunning acknowledgement 


confidence. 

Ministers were reluctantly forced to 
a ® Ce PL all this yesterday, implicitly 
admitting that il had taken them two 
years to agree on how to attack Mr 
Blair. 

Nevertheless, Labour woold be 
foolish to ignore the approach agreed 


summer campaign will seek to fix the 
prospect of a Blair premiership as one 
that would preside over whal has 
already been labelled for interna) 
Tory purposes “the last British 
Government”. 

The Tories, for example, are prepar- 
ing to argue that a Bill of Rights wfll 
empower the uuelccicd judges at the 
expense of a democratic Westminster. 
And Jhrough a combination of 
Labour's devolution plans and the 
Blair promise not to be isolated in 

Europe, the Tory tactic will be to by 
and make stick the charge that Blair 
is undermining the very unity of 
Britain that he claims a mandate to 
strengthen. 

Another is the economy. No longer 
running the fantastic claim that Biair 
intends to deliver the country back to 
the union barons, the Tbries will 
instead argue that the national mini- 
mum wage. Labour’s espousal of the 
Social Chapter, and the siill-doudy 
notion of a stakeholder economy are 
designed to arrest and temper the 
global process of change which the 
Tories will aigue they alone are capa- 
ble of embracing. The argument that 
a minim um wage relieves the taxpayer 
of subsidising unscrupulous employers 
though the social security system wfll 


new threat to inward investment, jobs 
and competitiveness. “New Labour,” 
the mantra will go down the ranks, 
"new interventionism'*. 

So also with tax and spend. In tacit 
acknowledgement of Blair's ruthless 
success in applying the golden rule of 
not spending more than you can save, 
Tory researchers are now concentrat- 
ing on what Labour has not yet explic- 
itly ruled out - such as dozens of 
spending pledges in earlier policy 
documents which they believe Blair 
cannot disavow without further inter- 
nal tremors. 

What's more, ministers are consid- 
ering an explicit promise not to raise 
standard rate income tax in the next 
Parliament and then challenging 
Labour to match it. 

A lot of ibis is un edifying, or not yet 
convincing, or both. To begin to work, 
it needs a subtlety that utterly foiled 
to inform Stephen Dorrell’s for- 
fetched hint yesterday that constitu- 
tional reform could even threaten 
250 years of civil peace. But the Tbries 
have at least settled on an anti-Blair 
strategy to road-test until the party 
conferences. If nothing else, it is a 
reminder for Labour of the fire- 
proofing that it has still to put in place. 
It’s going to be a long hot summer. 


Natural born litigants 


Risks are part of life. Resorting to 
law will not make them disappear, 
says Paul Vallely 


C yril Smith did not die on 
rime. He is therefore suing 
the doctors who, three 
years ago. told him he had 
three months to five. He 
wants compensation for the lack of 
earnings incurred when, on their 
advice, aged 59, he gave up his job as 
a painter and decorator. ’Hie doctors 
say their diagnosis was as accurate as 
posable at the time and that the ingrate 
should be pleased that he responded so 
well to the chemotherapy. 

With Mr Smith, the modem ten- 
dency to sue when disappointed 
reaches a new extreme. For Britam, at 
any rate. There is a lot of it about The 
past few days have revealed a father 
suing the Midlands Examining Board 
over a GCSE paper in which his son 
got a poor grade. Then there were the 
Traffic police who threatened to sue 
the Met because the noise from their 
motorbikes was making them deaf. 

We have stiD to reach the heights of 
the absurdity that the United States 
has. In Manhattan, I came across a 
woman who sued the New York Tones 

because she came out other apartment, 

tripped over the paper and broke her 
leg; the newspaper made its Sunday 
edition too thick, she argued- That was 
lOyearsago. What they have got up to 
there since defies the imag i n ation. 

Nowadays, accidents cannot happen. 
There is always someone to blame. 
.And if you can’t find a direct culprit, 
you should blame the government. 

Sometimes, of course, this reaction 
is appropriate enough. Who could 
ofcgcct to the inquiry into Vahijet the cut- 

price firm whose plane crashed into the 

Everglades (killing IIO people), which 
revealed safety deficiencies so ssnous 
that the airline has been grounded? 
And it is meet ro ask why suggestions 
went unheeded that the Dunblane gun- 
man, Thomas Hamilton, should have 
had his gun licence revoked years ago. 
In cases like that, apportioning blame 


with the woman who was paralysed in 
Louisiana by a couple who went on a 
trilling spree in emulation of the pro- 
tagonists of Natural Bom Killers . She 
is suing the film's director, Oliver 
Stone, for £20m. Even if she has slim 
hope of winning, she has. none the ’ 
less, found an effective mechanism for 
chastisement which may help her to 
come to terms with being paralysed 
from the neck down after being shot 
in the throat 

The trouhle with litigation is that 
the results ft produces can seem so 
arbitrary. Fourteen police* officers 
received £L2m m damages last month 
for the emotional trauma suffered 
while helping victims of the Hillsbor- 
ough football stadium disaster. Hus. 
happened while the victims’ fight for 
compensation remains tmresdlvcd. 
Some families ofthe96 fanswho died 
received only £12,000 in compensa- 
tion. Others have received nothing 
since the disaster, which was partly 
blamed on a lack of police crowd con- 
trol. The contrast appeals grotesquely 
disproportionate, as may be the con- 
sequences on the general morale of 
the emergency services, whose staff 
routinely deal with situations that the 
rest of us would consider well beyond 
the call of duty. 

But the phenomenon goes deeper. 
The new alacrity with which we resort 
1 to law says something more profound 
about our desperate attempt to re- 
establish a sense of control in this 
increasingly out-of-control and inse- 
cure society. Even death is not exempt 
from the tendency, as the trend 
towards euthanasia reveals. 

Yet to assuage this sense of help- 
lessness, the urge to regulate, to 
repress and to restrict, is now given 
rein when it is not appropriate. At 
times, this may be difficult to point out 
without appearing callous. When 12 
children ana their teacher died in the 
M40 minibus crash in 1993, laws were 






Theftan ‘Natural Bom lOOersT Is alleged to have inspired a coterie's shooting spree. A victim is string the director 


etition of the tragedy. , 

One might even have sympathy 


children to wear seatbelts cm aO school 

minibuses and coaches. Radio 4’s 
consumer programme You and Yburs 


recently claimed that some councils 
are already making a nonsense of the 
law by designating coaches as bases, 
which are exempt from lhe regulations. 
But should the roles have been intro- 
duced in the first place? Surely it is 
better for children to travel to concerts 
in aminibus without seats than to miss 
out on the enrichment such extra- 
mural activities bring. 

In the end, it is about a balance of 
risk and a balance of advantage. When 
35 passengers died in the 19SS 
Qapham rail disaster, moves were 
made to introduce a system to ensure 
that trains cctald not pass a signal at 
red, and kept within the speed limit. 
Eventually the Government (to 
Labours fury) announced that it was 
dropping the idea as it would cost 
£700m to introduce across the rail net- 
work. As it was, the cost of improving 
the signalling system brought fore 


increases to around twice the rate of 
inflation. Commuters deserted the 
railway for the roads. The irony is that 
they have a far greater chance of a fetal 
or serious accident in their cars - with 
53 deaths and serious injuries per bil- 
lion passenger kflometres compared 
with only three deaths on railways. 

Balancing risk is something we do 
unconsciously every day. Yet many of 
our decisions are uninformed Most of 
us have no way of knowing whether it 
is more dangerous to feed our babies 
on powdered baby milk or to give bur 
toddlers beefburgers (the beef is 
dodgier). Most of us ought assume 
that walking is safer than going by car 
(it isn’t; per billion kilometres there 
may be 53 car crashes but there are 
634 serious pedestrian accidents). 
And we fulminate about minuscule 
risks to which others might expose us 
while taking greater ones ourselves 


with enthusiasm. (There are no acci- 
dent-by-kilometre figures for bungee 
jumping or skiing but the figure for 
rycling is 902 and for motorbikes is 
1,870). No doubt an enterprising 
lawyer will eventually discover a legal 
formula by which we might sue our- 
selves when our folly or negligence 
places us in a situation where some- 
thing goes horribly wrong. 

But why bother with that Mien you 
can cast around for someone else to 
take to court? There may be long-term 
consequences, of course. If we legally 
castigate doctors for giving inaccurate 
estimates of life expectancy, they will 
cease to give any such information at 
aif Then living would become an even 
more wanton experience. But that is 
some way off Go ahead and litigate. 
You might fee] that my advice, how- 
ever, could be interpreted as reckless. 
In which case you could always sue. 


A century of Labour deceit and betrayal 


Alex Salmond argues that the Scots must learn from history 


Scottish Home Rule was ^ 
^coroer” fo l9i& d was the Attd 
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foradebate on “bug?, fleas and ver- 
min” The first rigged 
and the botched Bflte of 
enties were followed by a dec^Je of 
inaction. As recently as 1992, Labour 
was stiU claiming that a Scorns* par 
Lament would be -along in a tick ■ 
Now in 1996, with another 
election looming, Tony Biair ^ 
ripved that the Scottish people can- 
not trust Labour to deliver. It might 
be said that it has been a lessonlOTg 

Staled 

and its arrogant nature, r naynot be 
shrugged off like so many before. 

Consider lhe foflownff 


Convention, in March 1989, when 
considering both the legitimacy of the 
Convention and the inevitable refusal 
of Margaret Thatcher to pay any heed 
at all to Scottish opinion. Though 
Thatcher is away, the good canon sol- 
diets on. now having to ari as theapol- 

■ r t JimIMtuat «mtnm 


Butths week he must have begun to 
suspect that the strident “Royal we” 
thalstands in the way of democratyfor 
grrtfcmd is now -none other than that 
newborn admirer of “the voicewMfl 

know so wer - Mr BWr. 

Yet neither Kenyon y&ptntetfee 


that Mr Blair now wishes, in the 
words of this newspaper on Saturday, 
“not to praise Home Rule, but to bury 




in the 

These were the words of Gtnon 


retreated from its commitments on 
devolution in four key areas. These 
retreats have accelerated under 1 Mr 
Blair’s leadership,' and it fo’now cer- 
iBwi that he does not want any dflation 
of his potential power in 10 Dowumg 
Street And that means he does sot 
want any measure of Scottish consti- 
tutional change. 

In 1992 v Labour deypluti^h pqScy 


was based on a Parliament with 
assigned revenues - that is, with the 
power to use money raised in Scotland 
on Scotland. That policy bad been 
ditched by March 1995 in favour of a 
block grant - the allocation of 
resources at Westminster's whim plus 
the political aunt sally of the “tartan 

Mr Hair’s aim is the 
emasculation of any 
devolved power 


tax”. Now the very question of finan- 
cial power is to be placed at the cen- 
tre of Mr Blair s referendum questions, 
rims achieving whal many feel is his 
dewogsahn -the emasculation of any 
power devolved north of the border. 

Second, Labour has abandoned 
parallel moves for regional assemblies 
m England, thus allowing the West 
Lothian question to re-emerge. This 
greatly enhances the potential for 
opposition to a real Scottish parlia- 
ment on Labour’s English back- 
benches and within a Labour Cabinet. 


Third, Labour has somersaulted 
on sovereignly. Labour’s 49 Scottish 
MBs, all nominally members of the 

Convention, can no huger declare “we 
are lhe people and we say yes” because 
Labour has now rejected the rights of 
the people of Scotland in favour -yet 
ag ain - of the alien constitutional 
notion of the absolute rights of the 
Westminster parliament 

And finally, the referendum retreat 
goes directly against the principle 
{again enunciated by Kenyon Wright) 
that “any scheme we put forward 
must be consensus, the highest com- 
mon factor of our common thinking, 
winch gives no political grouping or 
party eveiything it wants". 

Even if the Convention had 
accepted a referendum in its original 
discussions - which it did not - it 
would not have been the type now 
being foisted cm them, hi 1992, Labour 
was talking about a three-way, multi- 
option referendum. Until last week, no 
one in Scotland had seriously pro- 
posed, or even discussed, a consulta- 
tive referendum that had only one 
choice! Labour wants a rigged refer- 
endum sinisteriy similar to that of 
1979, and one that is designed to evade 


Tory pressure in Middle England and 
retain control at Westminster. 

There is as much similarity between 
this Blair Trap and a real consultative 
referendum as there is between gen- 
uine democracy and the old East 
European version with only one can- 
didate and one party. 

This time the “Royal we” from the 
Labour leader has been met with 
anger and resentment at the very 
heart of the Labour Party in Scotland, 
and with an increasing certainty in 
Scotland that at the top of Labour in 
London there is no commitment to 
Scotland’s historic and urgent claims. 

The Convention is now redundant 
There is only one way to repair Scot- 
tish democracy and to restore the 
beating heart of a parliament to this 
ancient nation. Scots must empower 
themselves, with the strength of then- 
own legal and constitutional right to 
popular sovereignty. They must choose 
the only option on which they can have 
a dear and absolute say. They most 
decide to become an independent 
nation and have done with deceit,, 
trickery, rigged referendums and the 
well- meaning but half-baked hopes of 
those who will not learn from history. 

The author is leader of the Scottish 
National Porto. 


Wfiy business 
should pay for 
the arts 

Colin Tweedy tells Helen Hague 
that elitism has had its day 


T omorrow evening at 
Shakespeare's Globe in 
London, corporate exec- 
utives and arts luminaries w3J 
be sipping champagne and nib- 
bling canapes while theywaitto 
see which businesses have 
picked up awards for sponsor- 
ing the arts. It will be a- glitzy 
thrash, with Dame Diana Rigg 
presenting the trophies and 
Stephen Fiy ana Sheena 
McDonald introducing the win- 
ners. Steel bands ana the Bal- 
let Rambert are among the 
acts billed to help the party - 
thrown by the Financial Times 
and the Association of Business 
Sponsorship of the Arts (Absaj 
- to celebrate the crucial link 
between those who sign the 
cheques and those who bring 
foe axis to the public. 

Wilh business sponsorship 
up 19 per cent last year, to 
£82.8m, things look buoyant 
But Absa, which has staged 
the awards for the past IS 
years, is for from blas£ about 
the future of sponsorship. 

As public subsidy is cut back, 
sponsorship funding is no 
longer just the king on the 
cake. Virginia Bottomley has 
sliced 10 per cent off the bud- 
get that gives arts organisa- 
tions matching money if they 
can find business sponsors to 
stump up cash. And a further 
10 per cent cut has been her- 
alded for next year. 

But Colin TWeedy, director- 
general of Absa, is keen to 
counter a deeper malaise: busi- 
ness leaders are not as inter- 
ested in junketing at Glynde- 
bourne as were • their 
predecessors. More worrying 
stin, they “tend to glaze over’’ 
when be tries to explain that a 
canny sponsorship can boost 
the corporate profile. 

Tweedy believes that cultural 
consumption is under threat 
among decision-makers and 
higiify pressured, time-strapped 
high earners. “People are say- 
ing: Tve got to make ray pile 
whole I'm young because 1 might 
be made redundant at 40 or 50.’ 
If people increasingly consume 
culture through CDs, videos 
and the Internet, they wfll lose 
the taste for live performance 
and exhibitions.” Audiences are 
dropping in America and in 
London, he says. 

TWeedy has started a review 
of how Absa - which has 300 
business members - functions. 
He sees a new role emerging as 
an arts advocacy agency. ' s Wc 
can’t just promote business 
sponsorship. We have to pro- 
mote the value of the arts to 
society at the same time.” 

Absa is working on projects 
that are aimed, says TWeedy, at 
“moving the arts out of the 


crush bar" - through getting 
artists, dancers and performers 
to visit the workplace. It plans 
aris-at-work pilots in Belfast, 
Birmingham and London. 
According to TWeedy, “The 
very phrase *the arts’ is per- 
ceived as elitist. More and more 
businesses say to me I don’t 
want to be seen to be with eli- 
tist art. The new direction we 
hope to take is about trying to 
show people that the arts are 
about the creativity of our 
country, from the design of a 
poster or a book cover to live 
performances and the archi- 
tecture around us. 

*XVe are trying to give people 
a vocabulary to talk about the 
arts, to enable them to discover 
what the arts have to offer. 
Most people are comfortable 
talking about football but not 
about theatre.'’ 

IWeedy is asking leading 
businesses to donate £20,000 
each for three years to help 

^Businesses tell 
me that they don’t 
want to be seen 
with 6IitLst art* 


reposition Absa in its drive to 
cmen up access to more citizens. 
“Sponsorship is stfll buoyant 
but we’ve got to be ahead of the 
game. WeVe got to promote 
models and mechanisms to 
excite people about the arts. 
We’ve got to get people ont of 
the work environment, or the 
gym, or off the sofa, and into 
the performance and the exhi- 
bition space. WfeVegot to show 
people that the arts are more 
than an opera house, though 
the opera souse is still impor- 
tant This means taking opera 
to schools and getting teenagers 
to recognise the value of con- 
temporary dance and exhibi- 
tions. It’s that whole widening 
of culture which is something 
that the French have always 
understood as helping to mark 
what makes a nation 

As he readies himself for 
tomorrow’s ceremony, Colin 
TVveedy has more on his plate 
than a canapi or two to be 
washed down with cham- 
pagne. He has been seized by 
a new zeal to widen audiences 
to the arts. “I believe the arte 
actually make people better. 
And they certainly don’t 
encourage them to riot in 
Trafalgar Square.” 

Quoting Jo Brand, the come- 
dian, he adds, “Without the 
arts, we are merely monkeys 
with car keys.” 
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Alfred Marks 


For many millions who re- 
member the black-and-white 
years of early ITy the name Al- 
fred Marks will immediately 
conjure up not the smili ng, 
balding, big built star so much 
as the moustachioed, probably 
purple face of ex-rcgimental 
sergeant major "Tibby" Britt an 
as he roared the title to open 
each episode of Alfred Marks 
Time! This two-way pun -all the 
famous NCO ever did on the 
show - was typical of the gag- 
packed proceedings scripted 
by two of Marks’s favourite 
young writers. Brad Ashton 
and Dick Vosburgh- Both of 
them are still working in com- 
edy today, which sadly can no 
longer be said of Alfred Marks. 

Maris was bom fa Holbon, 
London in 1921. His parents. 
Max Marks and Gabrielle 
Solomon, were Russian ref- 
ugees who came to settle in the 
East End. As a boy young Al- 
fred learned to win the favour 
of his chums by impersonating 
their teachers, ana frequently 
gave one -boy shows on the 
landing of the tenement build- 
ing where he lived. He was but 
nine years old when he made his 
first stage appearance as an am- 
ateur in a concert party put on 
by his local chapter of die Boys 
Brigade. Although bitten by 
the stage bug very early, it 
would be some 20 years before 
he eventually turned pro. 
Meanwhile he found work as an 
engineer's assistant and then as 
on auctioneer in Petticoat Lane. 

Marks was IS when the Sec- 
ond World War broke out and 
he promptly volunteered for the 
Roval Air ’Force. Crazy about 
flying, be served a full five 
years without ever going up in 
an aeroplane. After demob, 
like so many ex-servicemen, he 
found work at the famous 
Windmill Theatre in Piccadilly, 
but unlike those other ex- 
servicemen his work was behind 
the curtains as a scene-shifter, 
not on stage as a comedian. 

However by studying the suc- 
cession of young comics who 
used the Windmill as a jumping- 
off ground into show business. 
Marks was able to cobble to- 
gether an act which he used as 
his professional debut. This 
was at the Empire Theatre. 
Kflbum in 1946. Packing his per- 
formance with a multitude of 
voices, not so much imperson- 
ations of stars, as was common 
at the time, but with impressions 
of the many accents he had 
heard around the East End 



Marks: suave Impressionist with rich basso 


markets, he went down well, es- 
pecially when he wound up 
with a straight ballad sung in a 
surprisingly good bass baritone. 

Marks made his debut on 
BBC radio in 1946, as one of the 
newcomers in a discovery series 
called Beginners Please. This 
went out at the unlikely hour of 
lOJOam and was compered by 
Brian Reece, yet to become ra- 
dio's popuIarPC 49. 

At the time Miss Paddie 
O'NeiL five years Alfred’s ju- 
nior. was the commere of Navy 
Mixture, the radio series for men 
and women in the Royal Navy. 
The two met when they were 
booked together to appear fa a 
summer show called Mont- 
martre played at Brighton and 
in September. 1952. they mar- 
ried. the suave impressionist 
with the rich basso and the lion- 
tamer’s daughter, circus bare- 
back rider and trapeze artist. 

They- co-starred as a team in 
their own television series Don 7 
Look Now ( 1950). supported by' 
a young Ian Carmichael plus the 
Hedlev Ward Trio, and later 
Marks' became one of the com- 
edy panel of My Wildest Dream 
(1956), silting' beside Tommy 


Photograph: BBC 


Hinder and Terry-Thomas. Ra- 
dio was still the strongest enter- 
tainment medium however and 
in 1955 Marks took over the 
compering of the BBC’s top pop 
musical series. The Showbana 
Show. 

Between Cyril Stapleton’s 
superb musical items. Marks 
spoke the jokes of Vosburgh and 
Ashton. He liked their stuff so 
much that when ITV called via 
impresario Jack Hylton to build 
a series around him, Marks 
took Vosburgh and Ashton with 
him. 

Alfred Marks Time, with its 
bellowed intro, began on 12 
April 1956. and presented an 
unprecedented parade of sur- 
prise guest stars, all unbilled. 
These included Peter Sellers, 
glamorous movie queen Greta 
Gym, film hero Robert Beatty, 
television quizmaster Hugfae 
Green, singer Lucille Mapp. 
mouth organ player Ibmray 
Reilly, comic Kenneth Con- 
nor, as well as an appearance by 
Mis Marks. Riddie O’Neil, who 
would return for a reunion on 
(he 21s( show. 

Alfred Maris the film star be- 
gan his career in 1951 with Pen- 


ny Points to Paradise in which he 
topped an almost all-Goon cast 
of Hany Secombe, Peter Sell- 
ers, Spike Milligan, his wife Pad- 
die and somewhat surprisingly, 
Felix Mendelssohn and his 
Hawaiian Serenades. This film, 
never seen on television, is con- 
sidered lost, although Marks is 
supposed to have bought the 
last remaining print fa order to 
suppress itl 

His film roles were mostly 
comedic, but dramatic roles, at 
which he proved adept, turned 
up now and again. Deserf Mice 
(1959) was a good wartime 
comedy with Marks as a major 
in charge of a troupe of enter- 
tainers including Sid James, 
Dick Bentley, Dora Bryan and 
Irene HaadL The frightened 
City (1961) was the vefy oppo- 
site, with Herbert Lora organ- 
ising a group of gangs into a 
protection racket; Marks was 
bflled fourth under Sean Con- 
nery. Other notable films were 
There Was A Crooked Man 
(1960). fa which he was second 
onlv to Norman Wisdom, and 
She'll Have To Go (1962), fa 
which he was paired with Bob 
Monkhouse. Both of them were 
films that contrasted strongly 
with his role as a police super- 
intendent in the all-star horror 
film. Scream And Scream Again 
( 1969), which featured Vincent 
Price, Christopher Lee and Pe- 
ter Cushing. 

Marks's stage career was 
equally impressive, beginning 
wiihHigh Button Shoes (1950), 
continuing with A Day In The 
Life Of (1958), and including a 
long run in SprmgAnd Port Ware 
(1966). He was also a great 
favourite fa pantomime. His last 
radio series proper was Marks 
In His Diary . but he supplied 
voices and readings for Frank 
Muir’s long run on Radio Four. 
Frank Muir Goes Into . . . 

Character roles in television 
drama included appearances 
in the series Lovejoy, The Chil- 
drens Ward and Minder. He was 
appointed OBE in 1976. which 
delighted his parents and re- 
minded Marks of the true ad- 
vice once given to him by Bud 
Flanagan: “Remember, Alfie, 
an East End boy has to try twice 
as hard." 

Denis Gifford 

Alfred Marks, comedian and ac- 
ton bom London 2S January 
1921 ; OBE 1976; married 1952 
Paddie O'Neil (one son. one 
daughter); died London I July 
1996. 



A boM and courageous figure on the pitch: Keetsti tackles George Best 
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Bobby Keetch 


By no stretch of the imagination 
could Bobby Keetch be de- 
scribed as an outstandingly gift- 
ed footballer, yet be stamped his 
extrovert personality indelibly 
on the London soccer scene fa 
the mid-1960s. 

A feaisomely abrasive central 
defender who enjoyed his play- 
ing pomp with Fulham. Keetch 
cut a bold and courageous fig- 
ure on the pitch, his immacu- 
lately coiffeured blond thatch 
and swashbuckling style making 
him instantly recognisable. 

He was not exactly a shrink- 
ing violet off duty, either, being 
renowned at the time for a flam- 
boyant lifestyle fa which beau- 
tiful girls, fast cars and hectic 
socialising were de rigueur. 

After failing to make the 
grade with his first dub. West 
Ham United, whom he had 
joined after leaving school, 
Keetch revived his career by 
signing for Fulham in 1959. It 


was immediately apparent to aD 
at Craven Cottage that they had 
been joined fay a character who 
was markedly different from the 
average young footballer. 

Though extremely popular 
with his peers, after training the 
strikingly confident teenager 
tended not to accompany them 
to the local snooker hail, pre- 
ferring instead to visit art gal- 
leries and antique shops, layfag 
the foundations for a lucrative 
future when his playing days 
were done. 

Keetch won a regular first- 
team place late in the 1962-63 
season, thereafter helping 
Fulham through several suc- 
cessive (and successful) battles 
to remain in the First Division, 
his combative efforts comple- 
menting the more skilful input 
from the likes of Johnny 
Haynes, Alan Mulleiy, George 
Cohen and Bobby Robson. 
The muscular Londoner rel- 


ished especially his confron- 
tations with star forwards 
and it was said that the big- 
ger the reputation of an oppo- 
nent. the bigger the boots 
Keetch would wear for the 
occasion. 

He was devastated fa May 
1966 when manager Vic Buck- 
ingham, seeking to establish a 
more cultured defensive ap- 
proach, gave him a free trans- 
fer. At this stage, having made 
strides fa the art world, he con- 
sidered leaving football but was 
persuaded to enlist with Third 
Division Queen’s Park Rangers. 
It was to prove a fruitful asso- 
ciation, as he helped the Loftus 
Road dub rise rapidly to the top 
flight before bowing out of the 
English game, still aged only 27, 
in 1969. 

Emigration to South Africa 
and two years with Durban 
Gty followed, along with si- 
multaneous business success. 


Later Keetch, a family man. 
moved back to London where 
he continued to thrive fa arts 
and antiques. 

Earlier this year he was in- 
volved fa the launch of a 
themed West End restaurant. 
Football Football, and though 
be no longer look an active part 
fa professional soccer, he re- 
mained in touch through his 
close ties with Terry Venables 
and other leading figures in the 
game. The warmth of their 
tributes, on learning of his pre- 
mature death through a stroke, 
speaks volumes for the impact 
of Bobby Keetch. He was. most 
definitely, one of a kind. 

Iran Pouting 

Robert Keetch. footballer and 
businessman; bom London 25 
October 1941; played for Fulham 
1959-66, Queen s Park Rangers 
1966-69. Durban City 1969-70; 
died London 29 June 1996. 


Michael Wishart 


With bis sonorous monotone 
drawl floridly handsome fea- 
tures and quiet erudition. 
Michael Wishart could have 
been taken for a rather urbane 
landowner, or perhaps a book- 
ish squire. Anyone eavesdrop- 
ping on the artist lunching at 
the Travellers' Club might 
therefore have been surprised 
to hear Wishart report that 
preparation for his last art lec- 
ture in Normandy consisted of 
two very dry Martinis and "a lit- 
tle amphetamine". 

Michael Wishart’s ability to 
balance high-society propriety 
with Bohemian kudos was ever 
a delicate acrobatic skill. He 
was born in I92S. son of the 
publisher Ernest Wishart tof 
Lawrence & Wishart I. whose 
Marxist sympathies the boy did 
not inherit. He was brought up 
at Pul borough fa Sussex: “As a 
child there were rn * quarrels, no 
terrors, no rages that could not 
be healed In- running into the 
fields with a paintbox." 


The local prisoner-of-war 
camp introduced more physical 
passwns to those fields in the 
form of a blond German bay 
named Harm: thereafter 
Wishart would openly ac- 
knowledge his bisexuality. He 
had an early entry into hedo- 
nism: at 12. he was an habitue 
of David Tennant's Gargoyle 
Club in Soho, dancing 'with 
Tennant's young daughter. 
Pauline - to’bccorae a lifelong 
friend - and meeting her aes- 
thetic uncle. Stephen Tennant, 
a decorative recluse whose ec- 
centricities he would soon come 
to emulate. 

Wishart was educated at Be- 
dales. where he befriended 
Thom Gunn and read Charles 
Henri Ford’s l few. At the Cen- 
tral School of Arts and Crafts 
he was taught by Cedric Mor- 
ris while living with his unde, the 
poet Roy Campbell: in 1947 he 
moved to Paris, sharing a room 
with Lucian Freud t who the fol- 
lowing year married Wishart s 


cousin. Kit ty Epstein ), drinking 
a lot, and meeting Marie- 
Laure de Noaflles. Christian 
Berard and Boris Kochno. 

His patron Peter Watson in- 
troduced Wishart to Denham 
Fouls, an opium addict (he was 
amused to hear Cocteau de- 
scribe Fouts “as a bad influ- 
ence") who in turn introduced 
a besotted Wishart to the habiL 
Wishart memorably described 
Fouts as looking tike "the best- 
louking boy at a West Coast col- 
lege. He wore nothing but 
cream-coloured flannel trousers 
and had the torso of an athlete. 
Along his beautiful shoulders 
and golden forearms ran snow- 
white mice with startled pink 
eves, which he stroked gently 
with the hacks of his hands." " 

Wishart’s memoirs. HkJi Div- 
er ( 1977). reflect his conversa- 
tional talent for such vivid 
cameos: Nancy Cunard’s legs 
“so thin that it looked as though 
two threads of her knickers 
had come undone": Francis 



Wishart: Blakean visions 
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Bacon applying boot Hack to his 
hair and Vim to his teeth. 

It was through Bacon that 
Wishart met the painter Ann 
Dunn, daughter of the million- 
aire Sir James Dunn, whom he 
married in 195(1. The event was 
celebrated with 200 bottles of 
Bollinger at u two-day. three- 


night party at Bacon's studio. A 
year later, Ann gave birth to a 
son, Francis, and they moved to 
the South of France. But the li- 
aison was not destined to last, 
and the break-up fa the late 
Fifties resulted in further alco- 
holic abuse. Wishart ended up 
fa a psychiatric hospital where 
“an ugly, green-faced girl with 
cither one eye or twio mouths . 
. . laughed inanely as she grap- 
pled between my legs with large 
tenacious hands ... I do not rec- 
ommend asylums to the sane," 
he commented dryly. 

Much of Wish art's subse- 
quent life seemed to be spent 
fa a search for profound sen- 
sation (a Catholic convert, he 
revelled fa its ritual, as well as 
revering its tenets }. His sense of 
adventure was tinged with 
doomy pessimism. He was, per- 
haps, out of time, caught be- 
tween the pre-war aesthetes, the 
wartime Bohemians and the 
post-war pop generation, and in- 
fluenced by all three. He was 


wilfully eccentric. Like Stephen 
Tennant’s artfully composed 
letters, Wishart’s communica- 
tions spiralled round the page 
in colour-changing felt-tip pen. 
T have conceived a searing 
passion for Michael Jackson," 
he wrote to me in 1988, “how l 
am to live apart from him is an 
appalling quandary." 

He loved to make an en- 
trance: surreal fa country 
tweeds at Stephen Tennant’s 
funeral, or, as he described 
breathlessly in another postcard, 
“in full Bonnie Prince Charlie 
kilt a lot of ccru lace & half my 
grandmother s pearls and rubies 
ala Masse de manage at an ex- 
quisite chateau ... A gentle 
irony tempered Wishart’s fan- 
ciful rhetoric and tendency to 
namedrop, and made him es- 
sentially lovable, more especially 
when he was telling some un- 
likely anecdote with the driest 
of wits. 

As an artist. Wishart applied 
himself fitfully to his calling. His 


1956 exhibition at the Redfern 
received excellent reviews, and 
David Sylvester wrote fa the Lis- 
tener of “a sensibility that is at 
once shamelessly romantic and 
deeply sophisticated, and which 
endows the wide open spaces of 
the great outdoors with a sort 
of hothouse preciosity ... he is 
one of the select band of Eng- 
lish romantic painters who are 
truly painters." 

Wishart was overawed by 
this tribute: perhaps he felt it 
difficult to live up to, for much 
of his subsequent career seem- 
ed spent fa approaching but not 
quite achieving the first ranks 
of British art: “Call me a ded- 
icated dauber who bolds his hat 
upside-down and is sometimes 
surprised to see a rabbit fall out 
of it." His larger, more abstract 
canvases are his best, evoking 
a mystical dream-world out of 
Odilon Redon or Andre Derain, 
neo-romantic landscapes and 
hidden faces captured fa bravu- 
ra swathes of oil. These were 


Blakean visions, and the com- 
parison is apposite: both artists 
were directed by their muses 
and prone to sweeping state- 
ments about their worth. 

Whether Michael Wishart 's 
will be vindicated only poster- 
ity will tell. Certainly, in his life- 
time, he did not fulfil his 
promise. (He called has as-yet 
unpublished second volume* of 
memoirs Injury Time-) He was 
forever talking of being unable 
to attend same function because 
he was in the midst of his very 
finest creative phase, thereby 
concealing his own terrors. But 
the work he did accomplish 
merges with the memory of his 
exuberant life, to leave's last- 
fag impression of something 
precious. 

Philip Hoare 

John Michael Wishart . artist; 
bom London 12 June I92S; 
married 1950 Ann Dunn (one 
sort; marriage dissolved 1959); 
died London 28 June 1996. 
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Ik-rir hiidMnJ c! Jo. inuUi Uni la- I 
:ItLi nt and Mike and grand- 

fa! her <-•! Kaie. James and l-malban. 
Funeral private, bu: donations in hr. 
ta-Ta-T’ Kaihaniw Hue Hcvpw: 
Tim. may be a-n: c i* .X.L Si*ic a 
S'n. H:dstoa CL>a. Over Norton. 
CfcoaOV M*P. 

HORNE: Kcrcvih. •« June. a^evJ S.«. 
rca.TlulIv a: hi-.-rc in Bouijiti'o. 
N.Tfcnapbm Pn. iic funeral service 
tor family and cU*u: friends on 
Wedneatiy .* Julv. which *ill he ful- 
L»cd h a incm.«iul wiw to be be Id 
nnarvf, the end oj July Flowers to 
Ann BtiiiLen & S»mv Funeral Dir.e- 
tors. "I S: Giles blnxL Njrdurnpt.'n 
by Ipm on ibe dav. 

If JNE.SC L': Genipe Ghiia. Emenius 
Pn>fc'-*;r of Govemracm. Manches- 
ter L'an ets»r>. founder and Editor i if 
Irov i-rr.'vmar-* (IpjvsULX. accd W 
wars, m London. bn 

June F unci a! in Maciicslev on 
Thursday 4 JoJvrRupnciii biu ipm 
of Cupui Christi Biclei Vailay Sl 
M i!i> ITitlin-. Manchester, f (Olraaed 
h» bo ml at the Sivuthern Ccmcter- . 
Ho»erv Jnd crapsuc' hi Kennedy 's 
Funeral Semce. I«h Oldham R.«jJ. 
New Cnws UiKhewi M- hBG. 
uilcphoac Ultvl- JiS 

FUNERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 

liRft Pun Mstiael Dnvtdam Funeral 
wus a! St Johns Church. Lans- 
d.'Wne ( tescert Ladhrokr Grove. 
Wilms Julv. I ’ niva. followed by 
private mienntf n: 
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Birthdays 

Nb Basil Bean, former chief execu- 

tnv. N.iiitmal Hoibe-Buildinc Coun- 
ciL Loird Be ML (onset Principal 
University CoUtec at Buckinnham. 
h.?: Dr Hans Bcthc. phs-sicist. ^0: Mr 
Kenneth Clarke MP. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, So: Lads 1 Crawshay. 
lormeT chairman. Local Govcm- 
rr.enr Boundary Commission. Wales, 
o' i; Sir Huch Cubiit. chairman. Rea 
BnHhers Group. hS: Mr Nidtnias 
Elam. Am ha-sad, *r to Lu\emhoury. 
57: M»s Jcny Hall, model. 40; Mr 
Ian Irvine, chairman. Reed Elsevier. 
w>. M Rene Lacusie. former tennis 
champion, fa; Lord Mac Lay ol 
Clashfem. Lord Chancellor, tf*. Mr 
CVnnls Marks. General Dircclor, 
English National Opera. -W. Mr Fer- 
dinand Mount. Editor, Times Liter- 
tin Supplement. JT; Lord Owen, 
former MP. 5S: Sir Kieran Prcnder- 
gasl. former High Commissioner to 
Kenya. 34; Lord Siell of Brimplim. 
Honorary President. Marks and 
Spencer, S3; Mrs Ann Taylor MP. 4*F. 
Mr John Timpion. broaikastet. hS-. 
The Duke of Wellington. Cnlauel- 
ui -Chief, Duke of Well in yon's 
RcsjuncnL and former Ueutefuni- 
Colonel C-Tnunanding the Household 
Cavalry, hi. 

Anniversaries 

Binhs: Jacopo Tim SasTsesino. 'Ctilp- 
lur. 1 -I.Vj; Thomas Cramncr, .Vch- 
bishop ol Canterbury, 
Christoph Willibald Gluck, com- 
poser. 1714; Hemun Hesse. p.vel and 
novelist. 1ST7: Jack Hylton, band- 
leader. 1W2; Lord Home of the 
Hirsel lAkxander Frederick Dtiu- 
glavHomtf |. former Prime Minister. 
1903. Berths: NoMradamus \ Michel 
dtf Nosire-Damc I. astrologer. 1566; 
Jean- Jacques Rousseau, philosopher 
and writer. 177S; Sir Robert Peel, 
siaiesman. 1SMJ; Sir Herbert Bccr- 


bohni Tree, aclor-tuanager. in 17; 
Amelia Earhart. aviator, disappeared 
in the Pacific, 1937; Ernest Miller 
HCDiuig» av . novelist. u>auni tted sui- 
cide |9&I: Belly GraNc (Elizabeth 
Ruth Grable u actress. 1973: Madinur 
Vladimirovich Nabokov, oovclisl 
and IcpidupterisL 1977. On this day: 
Oliver Cromwell defeated the Roy- 
alist troops at the Battle of Marston 
Moor. lt>44; Count Zeppelin’s airship 
made its first trial Bight. I9ft>, the 
Vichy government was set up in 
France. l*Mft the Enldne Bridge over 
the riser Clyde in Scotland was 
opened. 197 i. Today is the Feast 
Das of St Moncgundis St Otto of 
Bamberg and Saints Processus and 
M ai rman. 


Lectures 

British Museum: Lesley Fitton. 
“Schlictnann's Treasure of Pliaai". 
1.15pm. 

Victoria and Albert Musenm: Susan 
Morris, “The VauxhaD Pleasure Gar- 
dens". 130pm. 

Dinners 

The Speaker 

The Speaker hdd a dinner yesterday 
evening in Speaker's Hi^bc. London 
SWI. in honour of M Philippe 
Seguin. President of the French Na- 
tional Assembly. M Jean Ghcguinou. 
the French Amhsudor. was presenL 

Pilgrims’ School 

The Governors af the Pilgrims’ 
School have announced the ap- 
pointmem of the Rev Dr Brian Rees 
as Headmaster. Dr Rees wfl] take up 
his appointment in September 1997 
when liar present Headmaster, Mr 
Michael Keffotd. retires. Dr Rees is 
currently Headmaster of Bedford 
Preparaiory SchooL 
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2 July 1996 


South Australia Asset 
Management Corp v York 
Montague Ltd; United Bank, or 
Kuwait pk » Prudential Properly 
Services Lid; Nykredit Mortgage 
Bank Lid v Edward Eidman 
Group Lid; House of Lords 
I Lord Golf of Cbtcvcley, Lord 
Jauncey of TuUichctilc, Lord 
Slyun of HadJey. Lord NichaUs of 
Birkenhead. Lord Hoffmann) 

20 June 1996 

Valuers who negligently over- 
valued properties on which 
lenders had advanced money 

on mortgage were liable to the 
lenders for losses sustained by 
them to the extent that those 
losses were caused by the 
reasonably foreseeable conse- 
quences of the valuers’ over- 
valuation, such as the decision 
to lend money which would not 
have been lent had the true val- 
ue of the property been known, 
but not to the greater extent re- 
sulting from circumstances, 
such as a collapse in the prop- 
erty market which were not a 
consequence of the valuers' 
negligence. 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed an appeal by York Mon- 
tague Ltd a^iinst (he decision 
of Mr Justice May who, on 
24 April 1995. awarding 
South Australia Asset Man- 
agement Corp damages of 
£7336^02.24; and allowed ap- 
peals by Prudential Property 


Service Ltd and Edward Erd- 
man Group Ltd from the Court 
of Appeal ([1995| QB 375) who 
affirmed decisions of Mr Jus- 
tice Gage on 10 December 
1993, awarding the United 
Bank of Kuwait £1,309,876, 
and of Judge Byrt QC on 
1 October 1993 awarding 
Nykredit Mortgage Bank pic 
£3,058.555.52. 

In each of the three cases the 
plaintiff lenders were suing 
the defendant valuers over 
losses incurred as a result of 
negligent valuations. In the 
first case. May J awarded the 
plaintiff damages within the 
difference between the negli- 
gent valuation and the true val- 
ue of the property at the time. 
This decision was upheld. In 
the latter two cases, the plain- 
tiffs were awarded damages 
representing the difference be- 
tween the sum lent and the 
price at which the properties 
were ultimately sold, following 
a collapse fa the property mar- 
ket; the damages awarded in 
these cases were reduced to 
the difference between the 
negligent valuations and the 
true values of the properties 
concerned. 

Jonathan Sumption QC, Marion 
Egan (Rawe & Mew) far York Mon- 


tague; Mark Hapgood QC, Charles 
DouthmiiK l Abop WSdnsan) far As- 
set Management; Ronald Walker QC, 
l meat! Moran (Cameron Markby 
Hewiaffar Prudential; Roger Tbulson 
QC, Daniel Fearce-Hrggins (Clifford 
Chance) for UBK; Michael de Navar- 
ro QC. Jonathan Ferris fUHhams 
Davies MetcertforErdman ; Mkhaet 
Briggs QC. David Blqyney I Clifford 
Chance) for Nybedii. 

Lord Hofftnann said the three 
cases had two common fea- 
tures. First, if the lenders had 
known the true value of the 
property they would not have 
ienL Second, a fall in the prop- 
erty market after the date of the 
valuation had greatly increased 
(he lenders’ eventual loss. 

The Court of Appeal held 
that, where the lender would 
not otherwise have IenL he was 
entitled lo recover the differ- 
ence between the sum IenL to- 
gether with a reasonable rate 
of interest, and the net sum he 
actually got back. The valuer 
bore the whole risk of a trans- 
action which, but for his neg- 
ligence, would not have 
happened. He was therefore li- 
able for all the loss attributable 
to a fall in the markeL 

There was no reason in prin- 
dptewby the law should not pe- 


nalise wrongful conduct by 
shifting on to the wrongdoer 
the whole risk of consequences 
that would not have happened 
but for the wrongful act. But 
that was not the normal rule. 
Normally the law limited lia- 
bility to' those consequences 
which were attributable lo 
that which made the act wrong- 
ful. In the case of liability 
in negligence for providing 
inaccurate information, this 
meant liability for the conse- 
quences of tile information 
being inaccurate. 

A person under a duty to 
take reasonable care lo provide 
information on which someone 
else would decide a course of 
action was, if negligent, not gen- 
erally regarded as responsible 
for all the consequences of 
that course of action. He was 
responsible only for the con- 
sequences of the information's 
being wrong. 

A duty of care that imposeu 
on the informant responsibili- 
ty for losses that would have 
occurred even if the informa- 
tion given had been correct was 
not fair and reasonable as 
between the parties. It was 
therefore inappropriate either 
as an implied term of a contract 
or as a tortious duty arising 
from the relationship between 
them. 

ftul Magrath. Barrister 
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Economy: Pick-up coincides with confirmation of improved housing market and a leap in cash in circulation 

Manufacturing 


receives boost 
from 


consumers 


WANE COYLE 
and NIC CICURI 


The benefits of ihc consumer 

starting ^ 
mcJJe down to industry. Nfcm_ 
idaclunng activity increased 
last month for the firei time 
J™*. December, with output re- 
suming to its highest level for 
more than a year, according to 
the monthly survey of purchas- 
ing managers. 

The first signs of a pick-up in 
manufacturing coincided with 
further evidence of slow im- 
provement in the housing niar- 
ket. Both the Halifax and 
Nationwide building societies 
reported growth of 4 per cent 
in house prices over the past 
year, the highest annual rise 
since 1991. 

Other figures showed the 
biggest monthly jump in cash in 
circulation for more than six 
yeans in June and continuing 
rapid growth in consumer 
credit .Angela Knight. Eco- 
nomic Secretory to the Treasury, 
said - “Economic life continues 
to improve." 

Yesterday's batch of figures 
gave a boost to government 
hopes that the economy will be 
in peak shape in time for a 
spring election. 

City opinion was divided over 


Wh .u lJ £ r lhe Chancellor. Ken- 
neth Clarke, would slip m an- 
other cut in base rales this 
month, before the evidence of 
economic recovery gets much 
stronger. 

"I find it difficult to believe 
he would risk another rate cut 
now. said David Owen, an 
economist ar investment bank 
Ml- in wort Benson. However. 
Ciaran Barr at Deutsche Mor- 
gan Grenfell said: “He might 
see an advantage to moving this 
month. It will be more difficult 
by September because the econ- 
omy is recovering." 

Mr Clarke will hold his 
monthly meeting with Eddie 
George. Governor of the Bank 
of England, tomorrow, followed 
bv a pre-holiday meeting at 
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the end of July. And the Trea- 
sury will next week publish its 
new forecast for the economy. 
It will downgrade Ibis year's 
growth outlook from the over- 
optimistic 3 percent it pencilled 
in at Budget time. 

The purchasing managers' 
index of activity climbed lust 
month to 50,9. above the 
watershed but ween recession 
and recovery, from 47.6 in May. 
Output rose sharply, orders 
were higher, stocks of finished 
goods fell and cutbacks in em- 
ployment were less pronounced 
than earlier in the year, the 
Chartered Institute of Pur- 
chasing and Supply reported. 

M a leers of consumer goods 
enjoyed the biggest gains in out- 
put and new orders, according 
to the report. The intermediate 
goods sector expanded too, bul 
output and orders for invest- 
ment goods declined. 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 
eral. was cautious about the im- 
provement. "A manufacturing 
sector which is only just ex- 
panding is no cause for cele- 
bration." he said. 

The CIPS warned that export 
order books remained weak, 
and price discounting was wide- 
spread. The prices index fell to 
its lowest since the survey be- 
gan five years ago. 



Boom boom: A sharp recovery in consumer spending and the housing market bodes well for industry 


The upward surge in house 
prices appeared to reach a tem- 
porary plateau last month, ac- 
cording to Halifax Building 
Society. Its figures showed that 
property prices dipped for the 
first time in almost a year. 

Bul its report of a 03 per cent 
fall in June conflicted with a sep- 
arate survey from Nationwide 
indicating that prices rose by 03 
per cent last month. 

Separate Bank of England 


statistics showed that annual 
growth in mortgage (ending 
edged up to 4 per cent in the 
year to May. The number of 
mortgages approved rose to 
$7,000. the highest for nearly 
two years. 

Philip Williamson, corporate 
development director at Na- 
tionwide. said: “This month's 
rise in prices adds to the com- 
pelling range of evidence sug- 
gesting that a sustained 


recovery in the housing market 
is under way." 

Halifax predicts house prices 
will rise by around 5 per cent in 
1 996 - more cautious than City 
investment banks which reckon 
the rise could be 6-8 per cent. 

The Bank of England re- 
ported that the monthly rise in 
cash in circulation in June was 
the biggest for more than six 
years, partly due to free-spend- 
ing foreign football fans visiting 


Britain for the Euro 96 com- 
petition. 

Growth in M0, the narrow 
money measure, jumped by 13 
per cent, taking i Ls year-on -year 
growth to 73 per cent. 

The influx of tourists for the 
football and the brief spell of 
sunshine provided part of the 
explanation. “The better weath- 
er brought out the shopper in 
us." said Kevin Darlington, at 
brokers Hoare Govett. 


$5bn ADT 


i* 


merger runs 
into trouble 


PATRICK TOOHER 


ADT, the secretive Bermuda- 
registered electronics and se- 
curity group Jed by Michael 
Ashcroft, yesterday announced 
a S5bn merger with Florida- 
based Republic Industries to 
create the world's biggest 
provider of electronic security 
services. 

But the deal immediately 
ran into trouble when Western 
Resources, the Kansas-based 
power ui»Jitv that owns 23.4 per 
cent of ADT said it bad not 
been consulted. 

“We are not familiar with the 
details at this point, and we 
have no opinion on the terms. 7 ’ 
a Western spokeswoman said. 

In a joint statement Repub- 
lic said the merger was meant 
to be tax-free to ADT s share- 
holders and would be account- 
ed for as a pooling of interests. 
Under its terms Mr Ashcroft 
will become a member of Re- 
public's board of directors and 
remain chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive of ADT. ApT share- 
holders will receive 0.92857 
ordinary shares in Republic for 
each .ADT share held and ADT 
will become a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Republic. 

Tin.’ exchange ratio was based 
on a price of S2ft per share of 
ADT common stock- The terms 
of the agreement already were 
approved by the two boards, the 

companies added. 

ADT also issued Republic a 
warrant to acquire 15 million of 
its shares at an excrete price 
of $20. which is exercisable if the 
deal is terminated for any rea- 

Republic operates in the elec- 

c-rtirifv. waste manage- 


ironic security, wastema nage - 
ment and automotive ^mdustnw 
. it is run by Wayne Hutzenga, 
chairman ana 


who became 


chief executive last year after 
selling the Blockbuster video 
stores group to US media and 
entertainment giant Viacom 

News of the Republic deal 
sent shares in ADT, which are 
listed in both London and New 
York, soaring 395p to £1530 
while shares in another Auto- 
mated Security Holdings 
(ASH), a rival electronic secu- 
rity which is the subject of a bid 
from ADT, rose 8p to 45p. 

Last night ADT insisted its 
proposed acquisition of ASH 
will go ahead as planned. 

Two weeks ago it bid £84.9m 
for loss-making ASH, the trou- 
bled burglar alarms group. 
ADT said the deal, involving 
three of its shares being 
swapped for every 92 held in 
ASH, would make it market 
leader for electronic security in 
the UK and southern Califor- 
nia. It is already the largest sin- 
gle provider of electronic 
seeunty in North America and 
is also a significant force in Eu- 
rope. In November ADT raised 
£222m from the sale of its Eu- 
ropean car auctions business to 
concentrate on electronic se- 
curity. The ASH deal is ex- 
pected to become effective 
before its merger with Repub- 
lic, and ASH shareholders will 
still receive common shares in 
ADT to settle the deal. 

Under Mr. Ashcroft’s aegis 
ADT was transformed from a 
low-margin office services com- 
pany into a leading electronic 
security and car auction group. 
Bur the onset of recession left 
ADT saddled with debts of 
$1.3bn and raised concerns 
about the opaque nature of its 
accounts. Confidence among in- 
vestor* drained away and from 
a peak of more than £20 in 1989, 
the shares crashed to less than 

£3 in little over two years. 


Clark to cut 1,400 jobs ahead of flotation 


NIGEL COPE 


C&J dark, the family-owned 
shoe maker which is being 
groomed for a stock market 
lotation, is to cut 1.400 jobs in 


a major re-structuring that will 
three 


see three factories close. 

The job losses are the latest 
in a string of factory closures 
and redundancies at the 171- 
year-old company which prides 
itself on its paternalist, Quak- 
er roots. 

The factories to dose are at 
Plymouth, where 320 jobs will 
go, at Shepion Mallet where 420 
wtll be made redundant and (he 
K brand factory in Asfcam-in 
Furness, Cumbria where a fur- 
ther 245 jobs will be cut. A re- 
organisation at lhe Kentside 
factory in Kendal will cost 25 
jobs. A further 330 will be shed 
at the company's head office in 
Street, Somerset. 

The head office cuts are par- 
ticularly painful as the town was 
largely built by the Clark fam- 
ily who provided schools, li- 



Closures: Tim Parker announced the bad news 


braries and swimming pools as 
well as a place to live aDd work. 

Staff wept as the job losses 
were announced following a 


meeting between union leaders 
and senior managers at the 
company’s Somerset head- 
quarters in Street. The mayor 


of Sbepion, Mallet Terry 
O’Connor, who faces possible 
redundancy himself as a Clarks 
employee, said he was “devas- 
tated" by the news. “It’s terri- 
ble after all ihese years of 
working so hard to be told ’sor- 
ry its not good enough, we can 
get it made cheaper elsewhere’- 
Nobody cares about British 
workere any more.” 

The cause of the re-structur- 
ing is a slump in demand in 
Clark's UK shoe business as well 
as increased competition from 
lower cost manufacturers over- 
seas. Last year Clark's UK shoe 
profits fell from £16m to 
£ 13.2m. The company made 
more than 600 job cuts earlier 
this year when it closed its fac- 
tories in Radslpck. 

Tim Parker, the former head 
of Kenwood Appliances who 
was brought in as Gark’s new 
chief executive last year, said; 
“These changes are designed to 
strengthen and develop Clark's 
worldwide business. No one is 
ever happy about the effect of 


restructuring on jobs. Howev- 
er, although most regrettable, 
the management team has tak- 
en this action to reverse the de- 
cline in the group's 
performance over a number of 
years." 

Gark’s is under pressure to 
seek a stock market flotation 
following the controlling fami- 
ly's rejection of a £189m 
takeover bid from Berisford 
three years ago. In return for re- 
jecting the bid, the company 
then agreed to seek a stock mar- 
ket listing by 1998. Earlier this 
year it emerged that the com- 
pany may miss the deadline if 
the management felt Clark’s was 
not in sufficiently good shape. 
However, the "management 
must take Clark's public soon 
or risk another eruption of 
shareholder discontent. 

Following the re-structuring 
Dark's will still employ over 
13.000 people in seven factories. 
It also has more than 600 shops 
operating under the Dark's 
and K Shoes names. 


Water 

chiefs 

awarded 

£10Qj000 

‘bonus’ 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


Three directors of North West 
Water. led by chief executive 
Brian Staples, shared in special 
one-off bonuses which totalled 
almost £100,000 last year. The 
bonuses, for the “exceptional 
burden" caused by the £l.Sbn 
takeover of electricity compa- 
ny Norweb, were disclosed yes- 
terday. 

However. Sir Desmond 
Pitcher, the chairman of Unit- 
ed Utilities, the name given to 
the merged group, waived his 
entitlement*" to the special 
bonus, nor did he take his full 
annual bonus for the year. 

The existence of the success 
fees emerged as United Utili- 
ties unveiled details of a new 
long-term incentive scheme to 
replace annual bonuses and 
share options and a big in- 
crease in base salaries for senior 
directors. 

Mr Staples, whose bonus for 
the Norweb deal was £48,000. 
received total remuneration of 
£380,700. This year his base 
salary will increase from 
£235.000 to £300,000 to reflect 
increased responsibilities fol- 
lowing the merger. 

Sir Desmond's base salary will 
rise to £310.000 this year com- 
pared with £255,600 last year 
and total remuneration includ- 
ing bonuses and benefits of 
£346,200. 

The other executives to get 
bonuses for pulling off the Nor- 
web takeover were finance di- 
rector Bob Ferguson and Derek 
Green, managing director of the 
regulated utility division, who 
received £32,000 and £18,650 re- 
spectively. 

Under the new incentive 
plan, executive directors and se- 
lected senior executives will be 
eligible for short-term bonuses 
worth up to 40 per cent of base 
salary and payable in the form 
of shares. 

They will also be entitled to 
long-term incentives based on 
the company's performance 
over a three-year period. In or- 
der to qualify' for the incentives, 
which will be payable one-third 
m cash and two-thirds in shares, 
the company must rank in the 
top half of the FT-SE10n Index 
while earnings per share must 
exceed the retail price index by 
2 per cent over the period. 

United Utilities said that un- 
der normal circumstances the 
incentive plan would not pay out 
before 2000 and that " the 


scheme was designed to align 
of directors 


the interests of directors and 
shareholders by requiring two- 
thirds of the long-term bonus to 
be held in shares in trust for an 
additional two-year period. 

Comment, page 17. 


Lang acts over BT-Oftel row 


MATHEW HORSMAN 


Ian 


Lang, 
rd of TQ 


President of the 
Board of "’Bade, is seeking an 
end to the increasingly bitter im- 
passe between BT and the tele- 
coms regulator, Oftel, over 
changes to BTs licence condi- 
tions. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry has offered to 
mediate over Oftei's demand for 
wide anti-competition powers. 


promising BT the right to ap- 
’s decisio: 


peal the regulator’s decisions, 
through amendments to BTs li- 
cence under the Telecommuni- 
cations Act or by statutory 
means. 

Mr Lang is believed to be of- 
fering BT an accelerated court 
processor the right ofa direct 
appeal to the Secretary of State. 
In exchange, BT would accept 
Oftei's demand for wide-rang- 
ing competition powers. 


BT, in its formal response to 
Oftei’s pricing and “fair com- 
petition" proposals, said it “wel- 
comed the commitment" to 
liberalise pricing, although itstQl 
had technical reservations 
about the value of X in Oftei's 
calculation of mandated price 
decreases. 

Of Oftei’s demand for 
greater competition powers, 
BT said any regime must be 
“fair and reasonable and include 
the natural justice of a right of 
appeal". BT sources indicated 
that the dominant operator 
welcomed the DTTs interven- 
tion on the issue, which is 
aimed at avoiding a reference 
to lhe Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. 

The issue of competition pol- 
icy continued to rumble in the 
telecoms market yesterday, as 
BT remained under pressure 
from cable operators over its al- 


leged "dirty tricks" campaign. 
BT formally responded to those 
charges yesterday, telling both 
Oftel and the- Cable Commu- 
nications Association that a 


Oftel said yesterday it would 
formal expla 


computer glitch was behind 
hundreds of tele-marketing calk 


to ex-directory cable customers 
around the UK. 

Under its licence conditions 
and data protection Jaws, any 
misuse of confidential phone 
records by direct marketing 
staff would be in breach of the 
rules. Several cable operators 
complained last week that then- 
customers had been rung by BT 
staff, asking them to reconsider 
their decision to abandon BT 
The operators also suggested 
that BT was dealing in misin- 
formation. 

“This is evidence that BT 
needs to be strictly regulated by 
competition rules," one cable 
operator said. 


review BTs formal explanation, 
and would make a statement 
later this week. The CCA bad 
no official comment yesterday. 
Bob Frost, its chief executive, 
said: “We will take some time 
to evaluate BTs review before 
responding." 

But several cable operators 
expressed reservations about 
BTs explanation. “Even if it is 
just a cock-up, there is no ques- 
tion in my mind that BT is guilty 
of over-zealous marketing," 
one cable source said. 

“BT is attacking this market 
Uke it is a war, and its staff is 
responding to that. It is no 
wonder there are excesses.” 

BT has been desperate to win 
back customers lost to the cable 
industry's aggressive pricing 
policies. BT has hit back with 
promises of lower long-distance 
charges and special discounts. 
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Government backs 
down on ads ban 


The Government yesterday 
backed down in the face of con- 
certed pressure from ITV com- 
panies, withdrawing a 
controversial amendment to 
the Broadcasting Bill that would 
have outlawed teletext adver- 
tising by Channel 3 franchises, 
writes Mathew Horsman. 

Several ITV companies, in- 
cluding HTV, Scottish and Cen- 
tral, had complained about the 
amendment, which they be- 
lieved unfairly advantaged Tele- 
text Ltd, the national" teletext 



the Daily 
Sunday. 

A spokesman for HTV said: 
“They have been sensible about 
this, and have absorbed new in- 
format ion about the market.'' 
ITV companies had argued 
that offering teletext advertis- 
ing, in conjunction with on- 
screen advertisements, 
attracted significant regional 
business. HTV, licence holder 
for Wfcles and the Wfest, said last 
night (bat it earned as much as 
£500,000 in advertising rev- 
enues from companies attract- 
ed by the combination of 
teletext and on-screen formats. 


While the U-turn was ap- 
plauded, ITV companies con- 
tinued to express concern last 
night over the Government’s ap- 
parent willingness to bow to lob- 
bying by special interests. 
Associated chief executive Sir 
David English was said by one 
ITV source to have “the key to 
the door at National Heritage. 
It is annoying they are open to 
Lhis kind of pressure." 

Said another senior ITV 
source: "We won this one, but 
we only seem to win on the 
small issues." 

Teletext Ltd, which provides 
teletext services on Channel 3 
and Channel 4 nationwide, had 
argued that ITV companies 
were unfairly taking revenues 
away, and had questioned 
whether the sales of teletext ad- 
vertising space was consistent 
with Government policy. The 
company, which has a public- 
service mandate to provide 
teletext services but which is free 
to take advertising, has buill up 
a profitable business, particu- 
larly in the market for travel ad- 
vertising. The amendment w as 
withdrawn yesterday as the Bill 
went through the report stage 
in the House of Commons. 
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Highland 
bids £ 180 m 


for rival 
Macallan 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Highland Distilleries, maker of 
the Famous Grouse, yesterday 
launched a £180m bid for rival 
malt whisky producer Macallan- 
Glenlivet in conjunction with 
Suntoiy. the Japanese whisky 
group. The 15H5p-a-share offer 
is pitched at the same price that 
Highland paid Remy Cointreau 
in January for its 26 per cent 
holding in Macallan and is be- 
low the current share price. 

It had the unusual effect yes- 


terday’ of cutting the price of the 
; bid target and boosting that of 
the bidder. Macallan's shares 
slumped 29p to 158p, while 
1 Highland's rose 3p to 374p. 

The two bidders already have 
1 a close relationship with Mac- 
allan, a key supplier of “fiUlngs" 
or ingredients for the Famous 
Grouse and whiskies produced 
by Sunlorys Morrison Bow- 
more Distillers subsidiary. 

Together they control 51 per 
: pent of Macallan and are moun- 
ting the bid through a new 
joint venture company, HS Dis- 
tillers. which could give High- 
. land control of up to 75 percent 
. of Macallan. Maximum con- 
sideration under the offer 
.Would be £SSm. 

•" It represents the first hostile 
. move on a Scotch whisky group 
Since Whyte & Mackay's initially 
.unsuccessful move on Inver- 
gordon Distillers in 1991. As 
■ arch it will ruffle the feathers of 
.the highly incestuous industry 
..more than usual. 

Macallan's executive chair- 
. man, Allan Shiach, refused to 
comment before a board meet- 
ing to discuss the bid today. He 
.said: “We have had friendly 
■_ commercial dealing s with High- 
land for a very’ long time and 
i prior to that with Robertson & 


Baxter [one of Highland’s as- 
sociated companies].” 

However, Macallan’s man- 
agement has made it dear in the 
past that it would not welcome 
a bid from Highland. Crucial to 
the outcome of the bid will be 
the attitude of the Harbinson 
and Shiach families, which con- 
trol around 20 per cent of 
Macallan, of which the chair- 
man is a scion. 

Alan Gray, an analyst with 
Edinburgh brokers Sutherland 
and Partners, reckons they will 
be disappointed by Highland’s 
offer and could be reluctant to 
accept. “I believe Macallan is a 
good company. It is poised for 
profits growth and has good po- 
tential. I believe you could say 
it is the jewel in the Scottish 
whisky crown. ..I believe High- 
land will need topayafuflpnce 
for that.” 

If the family saw profits mov- 
ing forward at Macallan, they 
could decide to sit it out for a 
year or more, he said, which 
could be messy for Highland. 

Brian Ivory, Highland's chief 
executive, described the offer as 
full, fair and generous, repre- 
senting an exit price/earnmgs 
multiple of 31 tiroes histone 
earnings. He described Maca- 
llan as a “superb” malt whisky, 
which is number four in the 
world by volume but in esteem 
closer to number one. 

The bid “adds what is ar- 
guably the very best malt whisky 
to what is arguably the very best 
blended whisky”. 

There would be significant 
cost savings from eliminating 
Macallan's head office costs 
and a decision to merge the dis- 
tiller's Speyside base with that 
of the existing Highland Mall 
Distilling subsidiary, currently 
situated in Glasgow. 



Lang 


rethink 
on regions 


Amstrad hives 
off ACE 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


lan Lang , the President of the 
Board of Trade, wifi today flesh 
out another key strand of poli- 
cy by rejecting central govern- 
ment intervention in the regions 
in favour of locaflwcoordmated 
action schemes. 

The minister is expected to 


The right medicine: Sir Richard Sykes has announced a new initiative on Aids 


Glaxo raises £580m for 
Warner- Wellcome stake 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Giaxo Wellcome, the giant 
drugs group, yesterday sold 
most its share of the Warner 
Wellcome non-prescription 
drugs business, inherited with its 
£9bn acquisition of Wellcome 
last year, for S900m (£580m). 
The deal involves the immedi- 
ate transfer of the UK and US 
ends of the operation. Pur- 
chase agreements for interests 
in Canada, Mexico. Australia 
and New Zealand expected to 
be signed in the third quarter, 
bringing in a further 5150m 
(£97m). 

The proceeds will be used to 
net debt which stood at £3-2bn 
at the end of December. Tak- 
ing account of repayments since 
then, the new money will reduce 


that figure to around £2-4bn. Al- 
though Glaxo's share of the 
business being sold contributed 
£74m to profits in tbe 18 
months to December, its dis- 
posal is not expected to have any 
effect on future results. 

The assets indude over-the- 
counter medicines such as as 
Sudafed, Actifed, Neosporin. 
and Nix. Glaxo will, however, re- 
tain its holding in a separate 
Glaxo Warner Lambert joint 
venture set up in 1993 to mar- 
ket over-the-counter version 
of Glaxo's prescription drugs. 
Separately. Glaxo Wellcome, 
headed by Sir Richard Sykes, 
yesterday announced the' sig- 
nature of a development deal 
for a potential new anti-AIDS 
treatment with Vertex, a Mass- 
achusetts-based drug discov- 


ery company. The two compa- 
nies have obtained a non-ex- 
clusive licence to the protease 
inhibitor code-named 141 W94 
from GD SearJe. the pharma- 
ceuticals subsidiary of the US 
group Monsanto. Glaxo w31 
pay S15m and Vertex SlOm for 
the licensing rights, while, sep- 
arately, the British group has 
made a S5m equity injection 
into Vertex. 

The drug, designed by Vertex, 
is one of a new generation 
which inhibits replication of 
the HTV virus. Several com- 
pounds based on protease in- 
hibitors have recently won 
approval in various world drug 
markets. Initial trials on 
141 W94 have been promising 
and Glaxo started a combined 
phase I-n trial in December. 


tmden’pne huge changes in the 
last 25 years which requires a 
shift in policy away from large 
public subventions for once- 
depressed areas of tbe'countxy. 

Mr Lang will use a keynote 
speech to the annual conference 
of the British Chambers of 
Commerce in Birmingham to 
highligh t the way in which re- 
gional disparities have narrowed 
since the early 1980s. 

In 1984, for instance, unem- 
ployment was 7.5 per cent high- 
er in the North than the South 
wfrDe there was also a large gulf j 
in relative levels of pay. Now, 
however, the unemployment 
gap has narrowed to 25 percent 
while Scotland ranks second 
only to the South East in the 
! earnings league. 

Mr Lang is expected to argue 
that it is no longer true to claim 
that large areas of the country 
are uniformly depressed and 
that Government, regional and 
inward investment policy over 
the years has helped revitalise 
areas such as south Wiles which 
now has a dominant electronics 
sector. He will say that localty- 
coordinated schemes to provide 
funding for pockets of depriva- 
tion or economic disadvantage 
wi thin regions are more suitable 
than massive state subvention 
organised from Whitehall. 

He wiD also argue that the de- 
coupling of the North from the 
South in terms of prosperity that 
threatened to happen m die ear- 
ly 1980s has not materialised and 
indeed that there has been 
much greater convergence 
through, for instance.the relo- 
cation of bead offices of major 
industries to the regions. 

Comment page 17. 


Amstrad is hiving off its lop’ 
making consumer electronics 
operation, ACE, in an attempt 
to make itself more attractive to 
PSkm. tbe electronic organiser 
maker that last week said it was 
planning a £230m bid. 

The former engine-house of 
Arostrad'sxise to prominence in 
the 1980s will be injected into 
Betacom, a telephone distribu- 
tor that Amstrad controls 
through a 67 per cent share- 
holding. No payment will be 
made by Betacom for the audio, 
television, VCR and house- 
hold goods which are expected 
to add about £25m of rales to 
its wiring turnover of £15m. 

Alan Sugar, chairman of An> 
stxad, said: “The rationale be- 
hind today’s move is simply 
that both ACE and Betacom are 
essentially simil ar businesses, 
buying from the same type of 
suppliers and selling to the 
same type of customers. How- 
ever, both currently have sep- 
arate infrastructures to support 
their activities.” 

The integration with Betacom 


is expected to push ACE back 
into the black after three years 
of losses and will boost Beta- 
cbm,wbxfc last year made prof- 
its of £430000. 

Shares in both Bciattrm and 
Psion soared yesterday oncon- 
finnarionof the deal. Betacom 
doubled in value from 14-5pa 
share to 29p as the market fo- 
cused on the benefits p faddjng 
Am ytra d Consumer Etectronas' 
sales with ik> large increase in 
overheads. 


Psion shares added 60p to 
410 p, recovering much of the 
company's recent lost ground, 
in relief that the company 
would not inherit a loss-making 
operation in a business it had 
little experience or interest in. 

Psion has made it clear that 
the a ttra ction of Amstrad Iks in 
its Dancall mobile phone op- 
eration which it believes wiD al- 
low it to maintain a lead in the 
increasingly converging worlds 
of computing and telecommu- 
nications. Psion would also hold 
on to Amstrads cable and sale® 
lite equipment manufacturing 
businesses which are not to be 
transferred to Betacom with the 
rest of ACE. 


Sunderland to head 
Cadbury Schweppes 


NIGEL COPE 


Cadbury Schweppes has ap- 
pointed John Sunderland, the 
head of its confectionery busi- 
ness, as its new chief executive. 
Mr Sunderland will succeed 
David Wellings in September. 
Mr Wellings had announced 
earlier this year that he planned 
to retire to spend more time 
bird-watching in Majorca. 

Mr Sunderland, 50, was the 
front runner for the job and re- 
garded as “a safe pair of hands” 
in the City. It is thought that the 
other leading internal candidate 
was John Brock, managing di- 
rector of the beverages business. 
However, he joined the board 
only earlier this year and a 


promotion to the top job was 
considered too rapid 


Mr Sunderland is a career 
Cadbury employee who joined 
the company 28 years ago. He 
has since worked in the con- 
fectionery and soft drinks sides 
of the business in South Africa 
and Ireland He also helped 
launch the Coca Cola 
Schweppes joint venture in 
19S7 and worked on the acqui- 
sitions of the Trcbor and Bas- 
sett confectionery businesses. 
He joined tbe board in 1993. 
“He's a good aD-rounder.~ a 
spokesman said 
Several senior management 
appointments wifi follow Mr 
Sunderland's elevation. The 
group is still bedding in its Dr 
Pepper acquisition in the US. 
Last month it announced it 
was selling its 51 percent stake 
in the cola soft drinks venture. 


Slater invests in tennis hopeful Courage is good for S&N 


Tim Henman is tbe latest in 
a long line of British hope- 
fuls at Wimbledon. What 
;: many people may not realise 
is that he was sponsored at 
school by none other than 
Jim Slater, the one-time mi- 
nus millionaire. “Nine years 
■ ago I got fed up with watch- 
ing British tenuis players on 
TV - none of them ever got 
. into the eight finals. let 
alone the quarter finals,” 
says Mr Slater. 

He set up a scheme with 
former tenais ace David 
Lloyd to sponsor a series of 
school boys, under which 1 1 


City Diary 


John Willcock 


boys a year would have their 
fees at Reeds School in Sur- 
rey paid for by Mr Slater. 
Each day the boys would 
travel to Mr Lloyd’s te nnis 
centre nearby and be 
coached on an individual 
basis. 

Tim Henman was one of 
the early beneficiaries. Mr 
Slater says he startered simi- 
lar sponsorships for British 
chess players. “We used to 


have no grand masters, now 
we have 20.” Is he planning 
help any other sports? “I 
might do - I’ll have to see 
which ones are limping.” 


HEALTH 


SECTION 


Jn Today’s Health Services section, Nidi 
Timmins, The Independent’s Public Policy 
Editor, reviews the reforms The Private 
Health sector is undergone as a result of the 
two largest medical insurers asserting their 
positions as active purchasers of the existing 
Private Services. It also follows the fives of 
two G.P’s in an analytical comparison 
between the Pubfic and Private Health 
Services. 


In continuation of The Independent's weekly 
profile of prominent members of the N.H5, 
Abigail Raynor wDI be interviewing Sephen 
Thornton, the current Chief Executive of The 
Cambridge and Huntingdon N.H.S. Trust 


For all the latest news and appointments 
In the Health Sector turn to 



in Today's section two of 
The Independent 


Picture tbe scene: The board 
of Contessa, the lady's un- 
derwear retailer owned by 
Faria, is in the process of 
being sold by Faria's 
receivers to Chance realm, 
the vehicle that bought 
Rymans from the receivers 
of Pentos. 

Dick Towner, a distin- 
guished company lawyer who 
has recently retired as senior 
partner of City solicitors 
Richards Butler, is amongst 
those at the meeting to seal 
the deal. As the grey-haired 
Mr Towner, a non-executive 
director of Chance realm, 
raises a query about a clause 
in the contract, a young 
lawyer from Nabarro 
Natfaanson who quite clearly 
doesn't know him, turns to 
him and says: “Now look, 
you don’t worry. That's why 
you've hired lawyers - to 
think about things like that" 

Mr Towner, no doubt re- 
flecting on his lengthy career 
in the law, including over 20 
years with Richards Butler, 
blinks but says nothing. 
Needless to say, after the 
meeting, the young lawyer 
was suitably mortified on be- 
ing told of her gaueberie. 



Jim Slater ‘I got fed up with 
watching Brits lose’ 


For the last ten years Tim 
Hayward, a mild mannered, 
affable chap, has been able 
to inspire terror in even tbe 


most hardened businessman 
- just by walking through the 
door. He has been head of 
the receivership department 
at bjg six accountancy firm 
KPMG. 

Now someone else is tak- 
l ing up the reins - but new 
head of UK Corporate Re- 
covery Mike Wheeler will 
not be marching into any 
businesses to dose them 
down. 

Mr Wheeler isn’t even a 
licensed insolvency practi- 
tioner. It turns out that the 
big accountancy firms now 
make far more money quiet- 
ly sorting out banks' prob- 
lems with client companies 
behind the scenes than they 
ever did burying businesses. 

Mr Wheeler has been sec- 
onded to Midland Bank and 
worked for Bank of America, 
and his most testing job so 
far has been trying to bring 
some sense of order to debt- 
laden Euro Disney's 20(k>dd 
banks. Definitely not a 
Mickey Mouse job. 


If you hanker impatiently after a key to the executive wash- 
room, pay dose attention. John Sunderland, newly promoted 
to succeed David Wellings as chief executive at Cadbury 
Schweppes, has always been ambitious. He has also always 
taken great care of his appearance. He used to sport a 
snappy ‘Wan Sugar’’ style closely cropped beard, along with 
immaculately coiffured hair. Then a couple of years ago a 
colleague took Mr Sunderland aside and dropped a bomb- 
shell: “You'll never get to be chief executive with a beard.” Off 
came the beard and - hey presto! 
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Whether it was luck or good 
timing, Scottish & Newcastle 
did extremely well to dip un- 
der the wire with last year’s 
Courage acquisition. 

A year on, Bass would ap- 
pear to be having the devil's 
own job in persuading the 
regulatory authorities to let h 
get its hands on Carisbeig-Tet- 
ley and so regain pole position 
in the UK mewing market. 

Figures yesterday were the 
first concrete evidence of the 
benefits of the Courage deal 
and they confirmed it was 
earnings enhancing, good for 
cashflow and helpful for tbe 
enlarged group's return on 
capital employed. Bass’s Ian 
Prosser must be spitting tacks 
he didn’t get there first 

Profits before tax and the 
£150m one-off cost of inte- 
grating Courage were bang in 
line with expectations" at 
£308 .2m, a 16 per cent im- 
provement on the year to 
April 1995. Earnings per share 
increased by 8 per cent to 39p 
and an 85 percent rise in the 
final dividend to 12.9p gave a 
full year total of 19.4p, also up 
by a little over 8 per cent 

One of the most encourag- 
ing features was the extent to 
which profits in the core brew- 
ing business accelerated in 
the second half of the year. 

Excluding Courage, which 
chipped in £36.7m in 37 weeks, 
profits from the McEwans. 
Theakstons and Newcastle 
Brown arm rose 3 J per cent 
overall during the year but 
more than 9 per cent in the 
second six-month period. 

Profits benefited from grow- 
ing volumes, increasing de- 
mand for premium lagers and 
ales and an apparent stabili- 
sation in the relentless rise in 
discounts demanded of brew- 
ers by their newly powerful 
customers. There were £9m of 
savings from the Courage deal, 
in line with forecasts, and a to- 
tal of perhaps £45m are ex- 
pected in the current year. 

The retail side also did well, 
with a seemingly sharp foil in 
profits from tenanted pubs 
more than accounted for by 
the reduction in outlets de- 
manded as a quid pro quo for 
allowing the Courage acquisi- 
tion. 

Managed pubs, the domi- 
nant profit earner, saw prof- 
its jump 16 per cent as the 
company benefited from an 
impressive return on its £88m 
investment program 

S&N is not without its prob- 
lems and the Center Pares and 
Fontin's leisure arm. which has 
been a nice little profit earn- 
er over the years, came in even 
lower than pretty subdued ex- 
pectations. 

Mr Stewart appeared de- 
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tennined to mak-R a go of this 
aim yesterday, and with a 20 
per cent return on sales it is 
hardly a disaster, but it is not 
wholly apparent where the 
synergies with the rest of the 
businesslie. 

Profits of about £370m this 
year, with a full year's benefit 
from Courage, would put the 
shares, up 4p to 663p, on a 
prospective p/e of 15. Com- 
pared to a forecast growth 
rate of about 17 per cent that 
is pretty fair value. 


Recovery to 
boost MFI 


After a tough 1995, when soar- 
ing raw material prices took 
their toll, tilings are beginning 
to look reasonably encourag- 
ing at flat-pack furniture spe- 
cialist MFI. 

Though profits were down 
30 per cent in the first half, the 
gloom lifted after the half-year 
stage as pressure on prices and 
margins eased. 

By the year-end in April, 
pre-tax profits were 12 per cent 
down at £58m. With talk of a 
housing recovery continuing, 
the position has continued to 
improve. Though sales were up 
only 2 per cent last year, they 
have risen by 15 per cent in 9 
weeks since the end of April. 
Though this includes new 
openings and contributions 


from the French business and 
the new timber operation it is 
still an impressive hike. 

Though the gross margin has 
been maintained, net margins 
have been hit by higher staff 
costs as the company expands 
the proportion of own-built 
furniture which has been in- 
creased from 51 per cent to 55 
per cent over the year. Higher 
employment costs knocked a 
further 0 5 per cent off the net 
margin last year. 

MFI’s strategy is to roll out 
its new Homeworks format to 
the whole UK chain while ex- 
panding overseas to decrease 
its reliance on the domestic 
housing market. 

'Hie Homeworks format, 
which includes more kitchen 
accessories in a lighter, more 
modern design, has been in- 
troduced to 47 of the 184 
stores. The plan is to convert 
the whole chain wi thin two or 
three years. The French busi- 
ness made its first profit in 10 
years, chipping in £lm. Given 
the problems there it is sur- 
prising that the company is 
considering opening stores in 
Spain and Portugal too. 

The Howden joinery busi- 
ness which was launched last 
autumn now has 18 branches. 
MFI claims the performance 
has been satisfactory though no 
figures were produced to back 
that up. 

The shares have had a good 
run since last summer's slump, 
rising from 112p to 180p, up 


another 6p yesterday. This is 
within touching distance of 
the shares' all-time high since 
they came to the market at 
llSp in 1982. 

. Analysts have upgraded 
their pre-tax profit forecast to 
£82m which puts the shares on 
a forward rating of 18. That is 
high enough given the patchy 
recent record. 


ANS returns 
to health 


Associated Nursing Services, 
the nursing homes operator, 
has bad a chequered recent his- 
tory. The early 1990s were 
marked by unfortunate diver- 
sifications, less than conserv- 
ative accounting policies and 
a momentary splash of red ink. 

Since 1994, when ANS used 
the strength of the shares 
(which peaked at 297p) to 
raise £10m from shareholders, 
it has run into the general 
gloom surro undin g; state fi- 
nancing of care of the elderly. 
That coincided with an ambi- 
tious expansion programme, 
and as a result the share price 
has fallen steadily and stands 
at 139p, up a penny yesterday. 

Results for the year to 
March did little to improve 
sentiment, though they carried 
an encouraging message. Prof- 
its dipped from £2.63m to 
£231m in the year -to March, 


“ ui Uic year to Marcn, 
which translated into underly- 
ing growth of 14 per cent 
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mg growth of 14 per cent 
when £479,000 of one-off 
charges were added back. 

Those costs should help as- 
suage some of the concerns 
surrounding the group 
Roughly £300,000 related to 
higher finance charges fol- 
lowing a decision to tighten up 
the treatment of capitalised in- 
terest A further £200,000 or so 
represented the cost of shed- 
dmg seven people as a result 
of cutting out the regional 
layer of management. 

ANS appears to have aimed 

well ra targeting areas for new 
homes, particularly its decision 

S^- 

east of England. The six op- 
erations it started during the 
year all are now profitable 

Overall occupancy has 
moved up from 88 to *90 per 
cent and ANS Is getting to grins 
wtfa the four homeshjt tyfo! 
alaiithonty financing prob- 

The group is the bigger ^ 

London, with 750 bedstuflt or 
underdevelopment Profits of 
"■ 3ra “us year would put the 
shares on a forward rating of 
9. Given recent corporate ac- 

“uldbeStractte 
to a bidder. Hold. 
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Rich rewards for a bit of a doddle at Norweb 


ni'iiHif 


*Vou might have 
bought taking over 

your neighbouring 

utility was a bit of a 

doddle. Apparently 
not United Utilities' 
chief executive and 
two of his fellow 
directors shared out 
close on £100,000 in 
one-off bonuses’ 


por once Sir Desmond Pitcher is not the 
i of the piece. The chairman of Unit- 

Pf dlities eschewed a special bonus for his 
nttie spot of empire-building in the North- 
west last year and has even magnanimous- 
ly agreed not to take the full annual bonus 
[o w meh he was entitled. In all other respects, 
However, the corporate navy train rolls on 
first mulii-ufflity company, and 
Wjui the full Greenbury seal of approval to 
coot. You might have thought that taking 
ov 2 r y° ur neighbouring utility was a bit of 
noL Brian Staples, Unit- 
fill ^ ,cs chicf executive and two of his 
‘ eUow <Wtors shared out dose on £100,000 

ltlnna nCtl. ■ 


to fork out for performance targets that 
became self-fulfilling the moment Norweb 
was in the bag. 


The Lang doctrine 
of competition 


[s there a “Lang doctrine'' of competition 


JLpolicy beginning to emerge from the case 
history of recent decision making and poli- 
ty statements? A distinctive approach does 
indeed seem to be developing, though it is 


■ vui, wva»- MU wWfVW 

“} one-on bonuses - success fees to you and 
me - for the "exceptional burden borne by 


easy to see why the Trade and Industry Sec- 
retary Should be accused of inconsistency. 


— - uuisjv.it uvtuw vjr 

“acquiring Norweb. 

Happily for them the easing of this bur- 
den does not end there. In addition to the 


In mergers and competition policy Ian 
ng is reluming to the free market princi- 


i one-off fees plus a healthy uplift in base 
f u 65, ^f e&srs Staples and Co, are in line 
l?™™** 1 * tong-term incentive payments 
, re v lr P * or a performance not likely to 
stretch them. Indeed the cost savings already 
mentified from the Norweb takeover alone 
wfli probably be enough to get United Util- 
ities a long way down the road to one of the 
targets, 2 per cent real growth in earnings 
per share over three years. 

. Having already sounded out institutional 
investors, the board is presumably confident 


. — » w pivamiiiuny ujiuiucm 

ot getting the new scheme past the annual 
meeting later this month. But small share- 
holders might wonder why they are having 


Lang is returning to the free market princi- 
ples of the early yeais of Mrs Thatcher’s gov- 
ernment, after the more corporatist 
approach adopted by bis predecessor 
Michael Heseltine. As far as Mr Heseluae 
was concerned, virtually anything went so 
long as it resulted in the creation of national 
champions capable of putting on a good 
show internationally. It didn't seem to mat- 
ter too much if domestic competition was 
harmed in the process. No doubt this exager- 
ates and ebaraeatures the nature of the Hes- 
ettine regime, but essentially this is what was 
happening. 

Mr Lang's approach is markedly different. 
He worries much more about the effects of 
merger on competition, even, as shown in 
his decision to block the two generating bids 
for distribution companies, u the damage is 


to prospective competition rather than the 
world as u stands. This must ultimately be 
the right approach, for the destruction of 

i competition and its replacement with pow- 
| erful monopolies not only harms the con- 
sumer. but ultimately the economy too by 
making it less competitive internationally. If 
Mr Lang has a fault, it is in his failure ade- 
quately to explain this shift in approach. His 
excuse is the ever present possibility of legal 
challenge. Don't say too much, is the advice 
of DTI lawyers, or they will wack you for 
judicial review. 

Even if this were (rue, which is debateable, 

ii would none the less be preferable to the 
present state of affairs, in which industrial- 
ists and the City still do not have a clear idea j 
of where Mr Lang is coming from. Jt can- , 
not be right in a mature democracy that j 
quite significant shifts in policy and oernse- j 
quent decision making are not adequately 
explained because of Lhe possibility that 
clever lawyers wfll find a way of earning a 
fee out of them. 


lion itself. The conventional view is that the 
exchange has had difficulty adapting to de- 
velopments in world markets because it has 
bad to cope with the powerful vested inter- 
est of big market markers, who dominate 
trading. If this is true, yesterday's drastic cut- 


backs are hardly going to solve the problem. 

One proposed solution would for the 
exchange to set itself up as an independent 
public company with an executive manage- 
ment able to lake the harsh decisions 
required to prosper against competition 
from European and US exchanges. The nub 
of the argument for radical reform is that 
the exchange is too important to London as 
a financial centre to be left 10 its members, 
who cannot see beyond the end of iheir self- 
interested noses. The public interest requires 
the exchange to evolve from a trade associ- 
ation into a proper business. 

Ii is hard to see the point of this. The big 

members are responsible for the largest part 
of share dealing in London. The only way a 
large marketplace will continue is if it is con- 
tinually adapted to their needs. The best 
practical discipline on the exchange is to 
encourage as far as possible the development 
of other competing markets in London. 


Making the Stock 
Exchange work 


loudly, as even a cursory glance at the rele- 
vant figures confirm. The Cable Communi- 
cations Association proudly announced 
yesterday that the industry's total revenues 
were likely to exceed £Ibn this year, com- 
pared to just under £1 bn forBSkyB, the satel- 
lite TV company. Amazing. The problem is 
that the comparison is an entirely spurious 
one. For a start, most cable operators make 
the bulk of their money from selling tele- 
phone services, not cable TV Sky, whatev- 
er else it might be called, is not a telephone 
company. 

Nynex, the country's second largest cable 
operator, earned twice as much revenue last 
year from telephony (residential and busi- 
ness) than from cable TV, and that record 
is broadly indicative of the whole industry. 
In f act cable television itself win generate just 
£400m this year for the industry. This com- 
pares with the £600m Sky will gel from its 
direct-to-home subscribers. On top of that 
Sky makes a big chunk of money from pro- 
viding the cable operators with the bedrock 
of their TV channels, making cable’s “we 


beat you" comparison look even more 
ridiculous. Quite a bit of what the cable 
operators make out of television is just re- 
routed Sky. Cable has got some things to 
boast about It is winning 60,000 Dew tele- 


T he London Stock Exchange has had a 
dreadful few vears, messing up its new 


A dreadful few years, messing up its new 
settlement system and rowing with its mem- 
bers over new trading systems. Not surpris- 
ingly. some people wonder whether the real 
fault lies with the structure of the organfsa- 


Cable foolish to 
tangle with Sky 


phone customers a month, and is responsi- 
ble for more than SO per cent of new sub- 
scribers to Sky. By 2005. its subscriber base 
is likely to outstrip Sky’s by 2 to 1. But to 
claim it is beating Sky is just silly. 


T he cable TV industry perhaps ought not 
to trumpet its "victory’* over BSkyB too 




Licences for oil I Streamlined Exchange to shed 400 jobs 



exploration to go 
to highest bidder 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


Oil exploration licences are to 
be auctioned off to the highest 
bidder for the first time in an 
attempt to encourage greater 
exploitation of mature areas of 
the North Sea, the Government 
announced yesterday. 

Tim Eggar, the Energy Min- 
ister, said thar 20-30 blocks in 
the UK Continental Shelf were 
likely to be put out to compet- 
itive tender this autumn. If the 
experiment proves successful 
annual auctioning rounds will 
follow. 

Under the jwe^ut -system 
North Sea blocks are awarded 
to exploration groups on the ba- 
sis of the work programme tbey 
commit to undertake. But this 
has led in some cases to oil com- 
panies sitting on unexploited 
acreage for long periods. 

Mr Eggar said he wanted a 
licensing system that would 
stimulaf e"*rapid and innovative" 
exploration of the UK Conti- 
nental Shelf. 

Awarding licences through 
competitive bidding would en- 


courage exploration groups to 
bring fielas to development 


bring betas to deveiopmei 
promptly or relinquish them. 
Bidders will still have to pat 


Bidders will still have to pass 
a “pre-qualification” test of 
their technical competence and 


financial viability. But beyond 
that licences will go to the high- 
est bidder. 

The bid themselves are Kkeiy 
to lake the form of up-front pay- 
ments but they could also fea- 
ture staged licence fees or 
royalty payments. • 

Mr Eggar would notput a fig- 
ure on how much the exercise 
might raise for the Exchequer 
or what the average block might 
be auctioned off for. 

But he stressed that it was not 
designed to be a “way of pay- 
ing off the national debt m a 
hurry". 

He also stregsqd that -the 
auctioning process would be ‘ 
limited to matnre acreageand 
would not apply to frontier., 
fields such as those to the west 
of the Shetiands. . 

In the Gulf of Mexico where 
a similar experiment has been 
successfully tried blocks have 
been auctioned off for a mini- 
mum fee of $100,000 and small- 
er exploration groups have not 
been disadvantaged. 

Mr Eggar said he believed, a 
similar pattern would evolve in 
the North Sea, enabling small- 
er and nimbler exploration 
groups to benefit . . 

The move to auctioning of li- 
cences will take place this au- 
tumn when the Government 


launches the 18th offshore fi- 
censqg round, licences will also 
be granted for a shorter period, 
probably of between three and 
six years compared with the 12 
years at present. 

Earlier this year the Gov- 
ernment conducted a review of 
. fallow North Sea oil blocks 
which were originally awarded 
in 1983 but have since Iain un- 
expjoited. Of the 115 blocks 
identified as fallow there are 
now plans for activity in 72 over 
the next 12 months while 14 are 
to be relinquished, allowing 
them to be relicensed to other 
jOTloratioirconipanies- 
Isince 1964 almost 6,000 wefls 
have been drilled in the UK 
Continental Shelf while proven 
reserves of 2520 million tonnes 
ofofiand 1750 billkra cubic me- 
tres ctf gas have been estab- 
lished. 

The development of in- 
creasingly sophisticated and 
cost-effective exploration tech- 
niques have allowed companies 
to exploit areas previously re- 
garded as beyond their reach. 

Bui Mr Eggar said it was im- 
portant to get these techniques 
applied to as much acreage as 
possible, particularly areas not 
being drilled or surveyed in 
mature areas such as the North 
Sea basin. 


Almost 400 jobs are to be Lost 
at the London Stock Exchange, 
following a year-long review 
whose conclusions were an- 
nounced yesterday. 

The total indudes 270 staff al- 
ready expected to go as a result 
of the transfer of share settle- 
ment to the independent Crest 
system, and another 120 de- 


as part of a streamlining at all 
levels of the organisation. This 
will leave the Exchange with 
about 550 staff. 

John KempAVfelch, chairman 
of the Exchange, introduced jts 
new corporate plan which in- 
cluded the job cuts as “the 
biggest set of changes the Ex- 
change has experienced since 
Big Bang”, the reforms of which 
were launched in 1986. 

Fields WScker-Mhirm, direc- 
tor of strategy and finance, said 
the. Exchange aimed to cut its 
exists to match an income ex- 



pected to plummet to £120m by 
the 1988-9. financial year.com- 


the 1988-9. financial year, com- 
pared with £200m in the year 
just ended. 

She added that the Exchange 
aimed to cut out some layers of 
management and further deri- 
sions would be taken in detailed 
planning over the next three 
months. . 

This would produce a “small- 
er, flatter and more outward 
locking organisation", ll was im- 
portant to be able to take de- 



Big Bang Two: John Kemp- Welch says a report will back the present structure 


risions rapidly and implement . the present structure in which 
them and ,lhat meant less an executive committee of sev- 


bureaucracy. . 

Mr Kemp-Welch said that a 
report on the way the organi- 
sation was managed would back 


en full-time officials runs the 
organisation day to day. ’ 


that the committee, chaired by 


Mr Kemp-Welch, should be 
overhauled following the de- 
parture of Michael Lawrence, 
the chief executive who was dis- 
missed earlier this year. 

Mr Lawrence was widely crit- 


icised by members for steering 
through radical changes of pol- 
icy without adequately con- 
sulting them. 

Mr Kemp-Welsh said a con- 
tinuation of the of executive 
committee system was “strongly 
endorsed” by the Exchange 
board last Thursday. A sum- 
mary of the report, by Ian Plen- 
deriritb and lan Salter, the two 
deputy chairmen, is to be pub- 
lished shortly. 

Mr Kemp-Welch added that 
the question of whether the Ex- 
change should convert to a 
public company owned by a 
wider group of shareholders 
than its members was “not on 
the agenda at the present time”. 
But that did not mean the Ex- 
change would not return to the 
subject in the future, he said. 

The Exchange said h aimed 
to keep at least 90 per cent of 
world-wide trading in British 
equities; to attract at least 95 
per cent of British companies 
raising capital by public issues 
and to provide the main listing 
and trading markets for at least 
50 percent of issuers from tar- 
get emerging market countries. 

In terms of dealing costs per 
unit of turnover, London 
racked with New York among 
the larger exchanges in the 
world. . 

The Exchange said its income 
per head would be greater than 
rivals such as the New York 
Stock Exchange and the Ger- 
man exchanges and only sur- 
passed by Tokyo. 


Loans debacle may cost White House $10bn 


In Brief 


Sumitomo 


DAVID USBORNE 

New 'fork 


• UBS has jumped into the Securities Data’s league table of the 
top 10 mergers and acquisitions specialists worldwide as a result 
of advising on the merger of Sandoz and Ciba-Geigy. The group 
was ranked eighth in the list of advisers on deals announced in 
the first half of .1996, the only European firm among the Amer- 
ican giants. The leading firm was Morgan Stanley. 


enlists 
the aid of 
Coopers 
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Separate figures showed that incomes rose 0.4 percent and con- 
sumer spending 0.8 per cent in May, in hoe with other evidence 
j, of the economy's strength in the April- June quarter. However, 
construction declined slightly in May. 


PETER RODGERS 


The Savings and Loans debacle 
of the 1980s returned to haunt 
Washington yesterday after a 
ruling from the US Supreme 
Court upheld daitns for damages 
against the government from 
three S&L institutions. 

The nding was a defeat fix the 
US ad mini s tra tion which may 
now face paying an additional 
SlObn (£6.4bn) in damages. The 
US government has already paid 


an estimated $130170 to disen- 
tangle the S&L affair. 

Encouraged ty relaxed regu- 
latioos introduced by the Reagan 
administration, large numbers 
of the S&Ls, broadly akin to 
British building societies, fell 
over the precipice in the mid- 
1980s after promising higfter- 
than-usual interest rates on 
deposits before being hit by tides 
of loans that went sour. 

At issue was a 1989 law that 
sought to rescue the industry by 
tightening some of the rules ap- 


plied to H. Previously, S&Ls that 
took over insolvent ones had been 
allowed to count the insolvent 
S&Ls losses as ~g»dw3r assets. 
Tb help them satisfy minimum 
capital requirements, they were 
also permitted to double count 
as “capital credit" government 
funds provided to help them 
take over the defunct banks. 

The court ruled that by using 
the 1989 law to eliminate these 
financial incentives, the govern- 
ment had broken its contracts 
with three S&Ls which had each 


taken over ailing competitors 
and thereby driven them into fi- 
nancial difficulties. 

■Rvo, Winstar Corp of Min- 
nesota and Statesman Savings of 
Iowa, went to the wall, while the 
third, Glendale Federal Bank of 
California, was obliged to raise 
an additional $450m to satisfy the 
capital requirement rales. 

The White House may now be 
liable in about 1 00 similar cases 
from S&Ls pending against it, 
which could lead toa final dam- 
ages biD ofSlObn, Glendale Fed- 


eral alone may new receive dam- 
ages exceeding $15bn from the 
government The praise level of 
&e damages to be paid by Wash- 
ington is to be determined later 
this year by a lower court 


the S&L mess wiD not be ap- 
preciated by the electorate, 
though President Ointon. who is 
straggling to keep his promise to 
cm government spending and re- 
duce the deficit will be able, at 
least, to Name the debacle on past 
Republican administrations. 


• The Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply, which car- 
ries out the UK survey of purchasing managers m manufactur- 
ing. annoifticed that it will launch a monthly survey of 
industries later this vear. Economic statistics on sendees are scarce, 
especially on a monthly basis, and the new surveyisajetoaroi^ 
a lot Of interest- It Will cover a wide range of private sector ser- 
vices but will exclude retailing. 
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Sumitomo Corporation has 
asked Coopers & Lybrand to as- 
sist in an internal investigation 
of the company's unauthorised 
copper trading losses. 

Toe internal investigation 
comes on top of a series of civ- 
il and c riminal inquiries in 
Japan, die US and the UK. 

Working with Sumitomo's 
outride counsel. Coopers has 
been asked to establish die 
reasons for the losses - which 
Sumitomo admits are at least 
£I.2bn - and determine any 
weaknesses in management or 
control systems that may have 
contributed to the problem. 

The auditors will also suggest 
new or improved controls to en- 
sure unauthorised actfrity will 
. oot recur, Sumitomo said. Kenji 
Mfyahara, Sunutomo^esideot, 
added: “We are totally com- 
mitted to doing everything pos- 
sible to learn what happened. 

“When the investigation is 
complete, we wfll take whatev- 
er su^js are required to address 
these issues, including changes 
in our systems and procedures 
of supervision, audit and con- 
trol-" 

i Separately, Merrill Lynch 
aid banks had sold off most of 
the copper controfled by Sum- 
itomo on the London Metal Ex- 
change. Union Bank of 
Switzerland, which took over 
sf^oagement of Sumitomo's 
long- positions, liquidated a 
largeunmber of contracts in late 
June* and other banks bad fol- 
Jowja} suit, Merrill said. Yasuo 
Hamanaka, the trader at the 
centre of inquiries, may have 
maintained bidden stocks of 
copper in Sumitomo’s name. 


Institutions 
may sue Wickes 


IMPORTANT 
SAFETY NOTICE 


PATRICK TOOHER 
and NIGEL COPE 


Institutional investors in Wick- 
esyesterday raised the prospect 
of suing the company, or sell- 
ing their shares if a bidder 
emerged once an auditors’ in- 
vestigation into serious ac- 
counting problems at the 
troubled DfY retailer was com- 
pleted. 

Major shareholders will de- 
cide their next step once Wick- 
es has established the fan extent 
of a profits overstatement sea m 
that may have cost £20m last 
year alone. A report into the ao- 
connting irregularities begun 
last week may not be conclud- 
ed for another fortnight, sources 
dose to Wickes suggested 

Several leading DIY retailers, 
including Kingfisher, owner of 
the B&Q chain, have already in- 
dicated their potential interest 
in Wickes’ 108 UK stores. 

“Obviously the credibility of 
a company is dented when this 
kind ofthMg happens and ft also 
dents the price, but there is an 
underlying business there that 
should be interesting to some- 


el changes to instil confidence 
in the company. 

Hemy Sweetbaurn, former 
flm-a-year chairman and chief 
executive, became a senior 
management casualty when he 
resigned last Wednesday, the 
day after the scale of the prob- 
lem became apparent finance 
director Stuart Suadling is also 
set to go once the current in r 


Large Slide 


vestigation being carried out by 
auditors Price Waterhouse ana 
• law firm Unklaters & Paines is 
over. Wickes has also suspend- 
ed two managers pending the 
result of the internal inquiry: 

The initial investigation esti- 
mates that profits may have 
been overstated by as much as 
£40m-50m over the last few 


As part of our commitment to 
product safety and continuous 
product improvement, our Large 
Slide (models 17544 and 07509) 
has been available in a 
modified version since /// 
May 18th 1996. 
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years. 

The overstatement of profits 
mainly relates to payments 
made by suppliers to secure con- 
tracts with Wickes. The com- 
pany apparently encouraged 
suppliers to pay in advance a 
percentage of the additional 
profit that would be generated 


/yys' his important THAT 

AU OWNERS OF LARGE 
SUDES PURCHASED SINCE 
^ 1990 INTRODUCE THE 
MODIFICATION TO THEIR SLIDES. 


A modification kit is available without charge. 
We strongly urge customers to contact 
Early Learning Centre to obtain this simpleto-fit 
modification as soon as possible. 

Your iocaf store will be pleased to help 
or calf Freephone 0800 281443. 


body," said an institutional in- 
vestor. 

If a bid fails to emerge, in- 
vestors could try to force 
through more boardroom lev- 


the first year and boosting 
bonuses for management 
Shares in Wickes remain sus- 
pended at 40p. having almost 
halved last week on news of the 
accounting problems. 
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FT-SE 100 

3725.6+14.6 
FT-SE 250 
4730.4+17,2. 
FT-SE 350 
1878.2 +7.3 
SEAQ VOLUME 
606.9m shares, 
30,015 basins' 
Gifts Index 
92.81 +025 
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Talk of action at Guinness revives investors’ spirits 
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Guinness is, once again, in- 
triguing the stock market. For 
a long while the shares drift- 
ed forlornly, weighed down by 
squeezed profits, the fierce 
competition in the spirits mar- 
ket and whether the group had 
the strength to push through 
much needed price increases. 

Yet after edging perilously 
dose to their 12-month low the 
shares have suddenly perked 
up; they climbed a further Sp 
to 473p, reawakening the sus- 
picion corporate action could 
be near. 

One suggestion is LVMH, 
the French group, wants to 
ditch its 2Q per cent Guinness 
stake to allow chairman 
Bernard 'Arnault to concen- 
trate on its traditional luxury 
baggage operations and de- 
velop a media empire. 

To add to the ferment Guin- 
ness is thought to be itching to 
get its hands on all of Moef 
Hennessy, the Champagne and 
Cognac brandy house where it 


has a 34 per cent interest with 
LVMH owning the rest There 
is also talk of a spirits deal with 
Allied Domecq. 

Guinness and LVMH have 
endured an uneasy corporate 
relationship although there is 
no doubt that on trading 
grounds the association has 
reaped rich dividends. 

It has been suggested that 
Guinness could not have infil- 
trated the French drink in- 
dustry without the help of a 
softly-softly approach with 
LVMH. 

Even now the prospect of a 
UK drinks giant taking a con- 
trolling interest in France’s 
premiere luxury drinks group 
would produce a wave of out- 
rage in the self centred French 
business community. 

But there is little doubt the 
present relationship has served 
us original purpose. M Arnault 
& vexed about having so much 
cash, around £1.8bn, sunk into 
Guinness shares and the UK 
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group would like a more dom- 
inant role in what is a French 
drinks associate. 

The French entrepreneur 
has already cut his Guinness 
stake from 24 per cent to 20 per 
cent Placing the remainder, in 
one swoop, would represent a 
Herculean task; yet dribbling 
out the shares would devastate 
the Guinness share price. 

Certainly stronger Guinness 
shares could help the French 
group persuade the market to 
swallow another barrel of stuff. 

The rest of the market en- 
joyed its second trading ad- 
vance in succession with' the 
FT-SE 100 index reaching 
3,725.6, a 14.6 points gain. Af- 
ter a long debilitating run 


Footsie has recovered 473 
points in two sessions. Volume 
was again uninspiring, indi- 
cating that the market swin^ 
and roundabouts were enjoy- 
ing little more than the occa- 
sional gentle touch. 

Scottish & Newcastle’s re- 
sults inspired a few drink 
shares to move ahead but the 
pub/restaurant groups contin- 
ued to fell the squeeze as the 
market fretted about expansion 
problems; JD Wetherspoon 
lost Z9p to 976p. 

The non-brewing but pub 
owning Heavitree Brewery 
switched to AIM with the or- 
dinary shares up 50p at 275p. 

‘ Waters were unruffled by 
stories of more deals with sug- 


gestions Waste Management 
International wanted to sell its 
19.7 per cent shareholding in 
Wessex Water leaving the 
shares 73p lower at 3493p. 
Hyder lost 27p to 687p. 

Beta com, seemingly des- 
tined to be Alan Sugar’s nest 
electronics vehicle, surged 
143pto3Jp. Others in the new 
Sugar eq uati on did well. An- 
strad gained 5p to 196p and 
Psion jumped 60p to 4l0p. ^ 

ADT the Bermuda-regis- 
tered security systems group, 
surged 395p to 1350p on the 
bid from a US group, Repub- 
lic Industries. Automated Se- 
curity, in receipt of a share 
exchange offer from ADX 
gained Sp to 45p. 

Boots, due to meet ana- 
lysts. edged ahead 5p to 5S4p 
and T omkins , the conglomer- 
ate, was the best performing 
blue chip with a 65>p gain to 
249p following an investment 
presentation on its Gates ac- 
quisition. 


The struggling UmtedBrs- 
cuits crumbled another 2p to 
2l2p. a new tow, despite invi- 
tation to an analysts meeting 
on Thursday. .. . 

British Petroleum 
6p to 5703p on a reported 
switch fioro Shell advice from 
Heinwort Benson but Pearson 
eased 2p to 662p on a sug- 
gested Goldman Sachs down- 

Glenlxvet, the malt 
whiskv group, slumped 29p to 
158p as Highland Distilleries 
rolled out a bid of 1523p. 

Kenmare Resources edged 
ahead to 35p on rumours of a 
corporate developments over 
its gold prospect in Mozam- 

W rak of a bid for MAID, the 

on line information group, lift- 
ed the shares ISp to 276p and 
Acorn Computer was un- 
changed at 253p. After the 
market closed Olivetti, the 
Italian giant, said it had cut its 
shareholding yet again. 
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shadow of the firs* ^ 

bid fa tte healthcare sec- 
ton Goldsboroqgfc «* rt- 
ceiringendof a hosfle £74m 
the talker West- 
minster Heath Cartas 21 
percent ofIBH. 11* former 


company lost £ 8 . 1 m fast ye ar 
largely due to restructaraig. - 
In the Erst haffttf this year ft 
produced profits of oad 
should approach fin forth* 
yean The group, co min g to 
market via an introduction, 
has more than -3,000 share- 
holders. The opening price is 

likely to be around 80p- 

QDealfags in London & Ed- 
inburgh, the publishes; are 
expected to start next week. 
The shares have been priced 
at lOp, valuing the company 
at £4ro_ 
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Don’t let policy errors lead to a return to old ways 


L et’s assume that they have in- 
deed made a policy error, and 
ask how much it matters. 


economic view 

HAMISH McRAE 


■ — “ I* jA/uvjr vuui, ouu 

-1— <fosk how much it matters. 

We do hot yet know that the au- 
thorities have yet again relaxed pol- 
icy at just the wrong point in the cycle, 
but the balance of probability is 
shifting that way. The evidence is 

steadily mounting that monetary pol- awards, are not there. The balance of in interest rates that would take 
Kyis being eased at the moment when paymenis last year, thanks to revisions place as a result of inflationary pret>- 
the economy is about to put on an- announced last week, is so dose to sures. 
other spurt of growth. balance that it hardly matters. If it Looking around now there are 

Yesterday s figures showed a jump were not for payments by the Gov- quite clear signs of a bwst ot mtia- 
in money supply, the Nationwide re- emment to the European Union, we don m asset prices but far fewer 01 
Darted a jump m house Drices. and a would be m sumlusL Newnhelnss. the dens of a surge in the pnee ot cur- 


io money supply, the Nationwide re- emment to the European Union, we don m asset prices but far fewer Ol 
ported a jump m house prices, and a would be in surplus. Nevertheless, the signs of a surge in the pace ot cur- 
nse in the pur chasing managers’ in- balance of evidence points in one di- rent goods and services. One rise oi 
dex. While consumer spending was rection: that policy probably ought to asset prices is very evident: the quire 
down from the high levels of April, be being tightened now, rather than strong performance of snares, .though 

*■*> tc ctiTl fa lrvi rsf fliorA An/4 rv\lihr*^l WAFTICS KSV0 jl6IQ tllC UK. 
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dex. While consumer spending was rection: that policy probably ought to asset prices ts very eviaeni. me qui«. M bs su m « =>* ^ ,, ,,-mwmg arm — — — 

down from the high levels of April, be being tightened now, rather than strong performance of snares, tnoum _ - : .seassasew*®"- -leans that the penalty for a ■ 

there is still a lot of drive there. And the reverse. political worries have hel d m e UK. *- m have continued to rise in the firei quar- much smaller ttooit would : 

all this comes against a background Does it matter?^ There are three main market back against Wall StreeLThc The other answer s to P° teT 0 f this year, so both the counn/s 

of a looser-than-intended fiscal pol- areas of potential damage: the two weD- other place to look, house ^ ^ ^ inflaticm fH j japan’s high “profit and loss" and its h But be another worry, 

icy. for the fiscal deficit is fallin g more known pressure points in the UK now at last beginning to pomtm .hrouBh to acneral inflation. The key It experienced wtastropJ^J^^^ sheet” are fine. Triie, this consumer . etary policy, low interest 

slowly than expected because of low economy of inflation and the balance same direction. The graph of thcl- assuming there asset inflation, the so ~ c ‘^ f jg boom has yet to get under way, but Loose particular a mini-boom ; 

tax receipts, anda still weak sterling, of pay^nls; then there is the possible tan the Halifax. Mten-; M £ tte tfthere Were arsenous pote^ Sto^‘S^“ cou ^ are - 

So there is dear evidence that by structural damage to the economy. ble nse m house pncesttoo^i the Ae in ■£ P**s ®»d stffl felt. Wit did not^pene^^ problem herewewould surely be see- mboMnoom^ and 1980s attitude 

rh.» autumn thwy* will h*» if nnt a mn- Inflation fintf _ Anvnne trvinn to kin- next COUplc Of years, SUggCStS P . . nnPC l think, suree in the price of goods^ sex of it bv new. ... i r«*h hu nwninc 
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slowly than expected because of low economy of inflation and the balance same direction. The graph of thclu jAfcether assuming there asset inflation, the so-caU , is boom has yet to get under ’ 

tax receipts, anda still weak sterling- of payments; then there is the possible from the Halifax, sbowuiglhe «**- SSSUh ecoocm£ ?? Sthere \ 

So there is dear evidence that by structural damage to the economy. ble nse m house pnees through •«&. the rise in asset prices feed still felt But it did noteepe'n any here we would sure! 

the autumn there wffl be, if not a con- Inflation first Anyone hying to kin- next couple of year* ^ffi“ts ^ l0 general ones. I think, surge m remained very mg something of it by now. mum ^ ^ 

sumeT boom certainly a boomleL Last die fears of renewed inflation has to while there wffl be no retiirnto the ^Lf that it won’t, vices. Inflahon of those remamea v ery ^ {SL^SCTtSQbyworidnghard 

week weleamt that real personal dis- perauade people that he or she is not late 1980s, we will see the strongest “StoSwatSert. Why? ^ JSSSTiSS ome^dsav;; 

posable income is growing at the There are two ways of answering T -mAnPharV DQUCV Will reVTVe UtSUtUf ing from thaL This will be particuhiriy 

fastest rate since 1989. While the first t* j.i_ j a _ *11 o this. One, a general answer, is to pomi LiOOSe IIIUUCL^ j j i flflC encouraged if taxation on earned m- 

fetif of this year and the second half By the aUtUUlIl there Will De, II nOL d t0 ^ perceived insecurity of r* i npnnlp ffet TlCh by OWIUHg DOUSeS co m e!andmcome from savings, ns- 

(fflast saw relatively slow growth, just J . fLan Mirf oinlv 9 hnnmlet people, insecurity about their jobs, UiaC ptJUpic gc J es after the electioa ' 

about everyone expects growth to pick COIlSUmer bOOIB, then CeTtaHliy a DOOIIUtib uk politics, about the “ , deUc h t Thus a rise in asset prices would 

.1 l_. 1 . : Innr.waoP ... the, . traditional QCUEUI _ . ...hVwMnuiit 


in house prices, will encourage a re- 
vival ofthel970s and 1980s attitude 
that people became rich try. owmng 

“ r .i hi omrlnflff hllTd 


fcalf of this year and the second half By UlG EUtUITlIl thBr6 Will DG, II HOL d ^ the perceived insecurity of most 

consumer boom, then certainly a boomlet 

^ nee ~n eight y ean- ^JSSlSZ^TSTi bSSIISKSM 

m driving down interest rates, almost crying wolf. For the last four years, performana m eighty ^ Leave aside whether this perception in the price of goods they are feeling a su ^ prices, bmciamagingm its own 

certainly (though we will have to wail ever since sterling was ejected from House stimulating is justified or not. That is not relevant, ^ bap- rushing out andbuyingforei^i con this light, the policy er- 

untfi the minutes are published) the Exchange Rate Mechanfem in = le - « SSSmTJSSwS WhatWtteis is whether h expand I»S® sumer goods, the Anttof jnwj ■ gtbSliow maywell be happen- 

against the advice of the Bank ofEng- face, inflation has pretty consaient- H is bard to deny that somethings in world. sustainabJc import hoc ms ioidd - ^ ot ^ m S a catastrqiheon 

E . - lycome in ‘o^rthmt forecast- Near- different from die tare UUlL** it account?. S scale of the late 1«0 l 


mer boom, then certainly a Doomiet — — — ZT^ht “SrSirS— p*-— S 

about competition from Jw-wage &itJsnotjusltheore ticaUypos- Oiven be damaging, not so much becwws] if 

f. For the last four yeai^ performance in eighty ^^JSS3*W5 
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for expoSstiU precarious. Mao- didn’L The ^nk of England fo^s that tiiere wffl SSSto than the margins of mate Ser be” attitudes that we need to 

ufachm^ here is difl depressed, part- haveatooslinvanijty^^m^ they were er prices, and ^inthe calculation. Further, the ^f^SSKeTfin- dump. 

ly as a result of that. The warning edlbe mflaticm our-Uffn, ^^KriSdwugh home own- not come upit is hard to see retail ^^ fnetovCTSea sasset s seems to ways be tightened. The — ^ — EjehJ ^- 

signals that might have indicated a is m goodoompany for ^ markets nff< ^ their spen d- prices doing the same^ 1 Industrial Metals London m«- e-ch-no- 
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Linford Christie, in Krtightsbridge yesterday, finally aids speculation about his participation in the Olympic Games 
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Hill drives towards title with 
grand prix wins record in sight 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Magny-Cours 

Next stop Silverstone and all 
sorts of possibilities are open- 
. ing up for Damon HflL Not only 
■ the prospect of the worid title 
drawing nearer, but also another 
"landmark en route to a possi- 
ble record number of wins in a 
season and the chance to make 
: 'amends for the shambles of last 
year’s British Grand Prix. 

Hill’s comfortable victory in 
the French Grand Prix here 
takes him to Silverstone on 
Sunday week 25 points clear of 
his Williams-Renault team- 
mate, Jacques Villeneuve, and 
37 ahead of the reigning cham- 
pion, Michael Schumacher. 
"Williains should again be out cm 
- their own, probably even further 
out, on their home trade and an- 
other 10 points beckon for the 
• ' Englishman. 


HiH has six wins already this 
year and, with seven races re- 
maining, the opportunity and 
momentum to equal or even 
better the record of nine, which 
is shared by his compatriot 
Nigel Mansell, and Germany’s 
Schumacher. 

Villeneuve was again a well- 
bealen second here, and ap- 
pears incapable of generating a 
genuine threat to his partner. 
Benetton -Renault’s Jean AJesi 
and Geihard Berger, third and 
fourth here on Sunday, remain 
even further off the pace, so it 
still falls to Schumacher to 
challenge his old adversary and 
give Formula One a desperately 
needed shot in the arm. 

Hill, too, ought to welcome the 
chance to beat Schumacher, es- 
pecially at the Northamptonshire 
circuit. He won there somewhat 
fortuitously two years ago after 
the first of Schumacher's dash- 
es with the authorities. 

Twelve months ago it was the 


two drivers who collided and 
HID was widely condemned for 
his ill-judged assault His em- 
barrassment was compounded 
by reports that his boss, Frank 
Williams, had apologised to 
Benetton and described his dri- 
ver as “a prat". 

That incident and its conse- 
quences have rankled with Hill 
ever since. He had Sdmmach- 
er on the ropes but knows be was 
in too much of a rush to finish 
him. He does not however, be- 
lieve he was entirely responsi- 
ble for taking both of them out 
of the race. Victory this time 
would be all the sweeter. 

Schumacher would un- 
doubtedly welcome a race with 
Hfil. The two grands prix since 
his momentous win in Spain 
have been laughable. On Sun- 
day he had not reached die grid 
when his engine blew. He man- 
aged to contain his anger, but 
in Italy the team were under 
siege from the critics. “Fferrari, 


another disaster," screamed 
one headline. Others conveyed 
much the same sentiment 

Luca di Montezemolo, the 
Ferrari presdent, who squirmed 
through the latest d£b£de back 
in Italy, mustered a rallying 
call: “The team are serious and 
have the means to solve the 
problem. The most important 
thing is to remain united." 

Then, by way of a public com- 
mitment and presumably a 
warning to his charges, he 
added: “I shall be at Silverstone 
and as many races as possible 
from now on." 

Long-tormented Ferrari fans 
are not the only Formula One 
followers hoping Montezemo- 
lo can provide Schumacher 
with the competitive and reli- 
able car be seeks. Without it the 
championship will tail off to its 
dreary, as well as inevitable, 
conclusion, and even Hill 
might find the satisfaction 
diminished. 


The victory allows me to enjoy 
Silverstone a little bit more 


From Lhe moment I won last Sunday's 
French Grand Prix. 1 was bombarded with 
statistics. It was the 50th win for Williams- 
Renault and it seems that I have now 
scored more championship points than my 
" Dad. Also, in winning my 19th Grand Prix 
in 60 starts, my hit rate is apparently pret- 
ty impressive when it comes to examining 
the records. 

That's all very well - and I must admit 
it is satisfying in a way to have reached the 
various landmarks - but my main concern 
above ail eke remains the 1996 World 
Championship. Of more immediate im- 
portance is the fourth one-two of the sea- 
son for Ro thma ns Williams-Renault and 
my sixth win this year. When it comes to 
statistics, I should also say that I bucked 
recent trends in France. For the past three 
years I had taken pole position and nev- 
er won the race. So this year I tried a dif- 
ferent tactic by qualifying second, and it 
worked. 

If grand prix racing can ever be de- 
scribed as easy then tWs ranked as one of 
the easier ones, but I had no idea it was 
going to turn out that way when I joined 
' Michael Schumacher on the front row of 
’ the grid. I was eyeing Michael's Ferrari and 
lairing a look at how much wing he was 
running; trying to work out the tactics he 
was going to adopt. 

While I was doing that, I was remind- 
ing myself that I would need to watch out 
for Jean Alesi, who had been third-fast est 
;.in his Benetton-Renault There was the 
thought that he could try and attack go- 
- ing into the hairpin on the first lap. Also, 
- 1 was wondering what to do if, say, Schu- 
macher managed to maintain his advan- 
tage into the first, comer. In that case, I 
■ would have to tuck under his tear wing and 
maybe attempt a pass at the hairpin. On 
the other hand, if I could get the jump on 
the Ferrari, 2 felt reasonably confident I 
could stay in the lead. At no stage in my 
_ pl anning did I even begin to contemplate 
what would actually happen. 

We set off on the warro-up lap and, half- 
. way round, the engine on Michael’s car 



simply blew up. It started blowing out oil 
and smoke and I knew he was out of the 
French Grand Prix before we had even 
reached the start. My immediate concern 
was to avoid spinning off on the oil which 
was spewing from the back of the Ferrari. 
But, needless to say, I immediately realised 
the consequences of this went not only for 
my race-winning chances, but also for the 
championship. 

Thinking aboutiit after the race, a part 
of me felt mat I would have liked to race 
against Schumacher - it certainly would 
have spiced up the race - but Tm happy 
to take it any way it comes. I knew that it 
was very rare to get such a lucty break and 
it was essential that I capitalise on it 

Alesi did not prove to be a problem and 
I was able to m aintain a reasonable lead 
over the Benetton. But Twas receiving mes- 
sages that my team-mate, Jacques Vil- 
leneueve, was going quickly. Sure enough, 
when he took second place from Alesi, he 
began to close in just at the time when 1 
was having trouble with one or two back- 
markers. I had to put the hammer down 
after that and stabilise the gap. The pit 
stops went veiyweH and I was able to make 
them as and when I needed. We starred 
out with a flexible plan which we were 
ready to adopt to suit whatever happened 
in the anticipated battle with Schumach- 
er but, in the end, i more or less ran the 
race as 1 pleased. 


As far as the championship is concerned, 
it mustn’t be forgotten that two non-fin- 
ishes in races won by Jacques mil bring 
him to within five points of my total. It’s 
.not over yet by any means, and Jacques 
is getting quicker all the time. 

I think the single most impressive thing 
about the weekend was the performance 
of the Renault engines, as they powered 
the first four finishers. Renault had in- 
troduced their latest engine, and to achieve 
such incredible reliability is a great trib- 
ute to their engineers. That added to the 
pleasure of my win; in fact, the statisticians 
also tell me that I have won more races 
for Renault than any other driver. 

The Renault chairman, Mr Louis 
Schweitzer, was present for his home grand 
prix and he was very complimentary when 
we spoke after the race. In a way it seemed 
a bit strange, particularly in the light of Re- 
nault’s announcement last week that they 
will quit grand prix racing at the end of 
1997. 

When Renault made the statement, 1 
was asked how the decision would affect 
my plans for 1997. 1 said at the time it may 
have some bearing on what I do next year 
- which is true, because nobody is quite 
sure how the land will lie in 1997 and be- 
yond. 

However, I want to make it clear that 
my goal this season is to win the champi- 
onship and, if 1 can do that, then my am- 
bition is to continue racing next year with 
Williams and Renault, and carry the 
No 1 on their car. 

My more immediate plan, of course, is 
to win the British Grand Prix in two weeks’ 
time. A victory at Sflverstoae would be a 
fairy-tale result as far as I'm concerned. 
The championship is gang fentasticalfyand 
last Sunday's result will allow me to en- 
joy Sflveratone a little bit more. Above all, 
I want to drive especially well at home for 
the British fans. A win in Great Britain 
would be cause for tremendous celebra- 
tion. Rest assured, I will doing my veiy 
best to make that happen. 

© Damon Hitt Grand Prix Ltd 


Christie goes for 

Atlanta treble 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Woodhall 
critical 
of King 

Boxing 


Richie WoodhalTs attempt to 
win the Worid Boring Council 
middleweight title in Lias Vegas 
later this month is on the brink 
of being scrapped- 

The Telford fighter is due to 
meet the champion. Keith Hol- 
mes, in Las Vegas on 13 July as 
part of the undercard to Mike 
Tyson’s bout against Bruce Sei- 
don. But now the fight is almost 
certain to be called off as the 
American promoter Don King 
wants Woodhall to sign a con- 
tract giving him options on his 
next four fights if he should beat 
Holmes. 

Woodhall has refused to 
meet the demand. “1 haven’t 
worked as hard as I have to get 
into this position just to sign my 
life away with someone like Don 
King. Everything was agreed 
ages ago, but now King is say- 
ing that he never agreed to any- 
thing. He is bad news and it’s 
really terrible. 

“Ir’s less than two weeks to 
the fight now, so I can’t really 
see it going ahead, and my 
manager, Mickey Duff, has told 
me that it's 95 per cent certain 
to be off." Duff has tried re- 
peatedly to resolve the situation 
and last week he wroie an eight- 
page letter to the WBC presi- 
dent, Jose Suliaman, listing his 
concerns. There has been no re- 
sponse from the WBC. 

The Cuban boxing squad for 
the Atlanta Olympics has been 
weakened by the defection of 
two medal hopes. Joel Casa- 
mayor, the bantamweight gold 
medal winner from the Barce- 
lona Games, and Ramon Gar- 
bey, the national light-heavy- 
weight champion, fled the 
Cuban Olympic training camp 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, last 
week. They are now being held 
at the United States Immigra- 
tion and Naturalisation Deten- 
tion Centre in San Ysidro, 
California, where their case for 
asylum is being presented by a 
local attorney. 

The Joss of Casamayor ruins 
Cuba’s plans to field an un- 
precedented four reigning 
Olympic champions in Atlanta. 
His defection to the US had been 
expected for some time by the 
Cuban authorities. Casamayor 
has been a notable absentee 
from Cuban squads visiting the 
US in recent yeare, although he 
has been a regular at other in- 
ternational tournaments. 

TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


50 


The “members" of the Euro - 1 
pean golf tour's millionaires' i 
club. Australian Robert Alien- 
by, 24, became the latest re - 1 
cruit when victory in the! 
French Open took his career i 
earnings to £1,063,494. ( 


Athletics 

mike rowbottom 

Linford Christie will, after all. 
defend his Olympic 100 metres 
title this month. Yesterdays 
long-awaited announcement, 
T fflp r w ng the position he adopt- 
ed in an emotional televised ap- 
pearance in June of last year, is 

unlikely to crane as a major sur- 
prise to any of his Atlanta rivals, 

several of whom had predicted 
such a decision. . 

But, as so often with this 

man, there was an element of the 

unexpected in his assertion that 
be would be doubling up over 
200m, as well as doing the relay. 
“If Michael Johnson can double 
up, why not me?” he said with 
a grin. For his last Olympics, it 
seems, it was afl or nothing. 

Christie, who has spent most 
of this season dodging The 
Question with varying degrees 
of tolerance, was dearly relieved 
to have settled upon a decision 
which, he insisted, was still un- 
certain going into Sunday’s 
100m race in Gateshead. So 
much so that he even began the 
press conference by jokingly 
pretending that he was an- 
nouncing a further week's de- 
lay before making his decision. 

He cited a variety of reasons 
for his change of heart, chief of 
which was the reaction of the 
public. I have had letters all the 
time,” he said. “I even had one 

asking me if I was paying in Euro 

96. The public have been great 
They are the people who have 
made me what I am,” he said. 

Another of whom that is true, 
his long-time coach, Ron Rod- 


dan, also figured influentially. 

“Every lime I want to retire 
he says ‘one more year, one 
more vear,’ Christie said. “I have 
been 'hanging out because ! 
know that once I go. Ron will 
go. And that would be a great 
loss to the sport. I think Ron is 
going lobe the biggest loss be- 
cause of his vast knowledge. 

Christie's shoe company. 
Puma, had included him in 
their pre-Olympic publicity ma- 
terial, but he denied that any 
commercial pressures h&d in- 
fluenced his choice of action. 
“I'm in the sport because I en- 
joy it," be said. “Contrary to 
what a lot of people think. I 
don't run for the money.” 

He e confident of his dbances 

going into Atlanta. “I think Tin 
better chan I was four years ago,” 
be said “I ran 9.96 in Barcelona, 
but I don’t think 9-96 is going to 
get a medal. I think Fm capa- 
ble of going a lot quicker.” 

Despite that, he did not go 
along with the suggestion that 
the Atlanta opposition could 
be the toughest he has yet faced 
“I don’t thmk it will be tougher 
than Barcelona,” he said. 
“Barcelona was tough, and I 
think Stuttgart was the toughest 
ever.” 

Did he. someone asked, be- 
lieve there was a moral obliga- 
tion for a champion to defend 
his title if possible? “If you doiYt 
feel you are capable of doing it 
then, well in this worid we have 
a choice, and it’s up to each in- 
dividual champion to make that 
choice. If you don’t feel you can 
go out and do justice to your- 
self and your country, then you 
have that choice not to go." 


But he denied the suggfc*x>n 
that his delay had been influ- 
enced by worries about the 
kind of Injury which brought 
him literally down at 

last years World Champi- 
onships in Gothenburg, where 
he finished the final face down 
with a hamstring injury. 

“If Tm going to g« injured. 
I ! m going to get injured.” he 
said. “As an athlete you always 
have pain, van always have 
problems. But tfift going loco, 
it’s going to go" 

And so is he. Less than, a 
week after England’s Wembley 
disappointment, it wasgood to 
see a result going the home way. 

Christie's name was among 
[hose added to the British team 
before the deadline of midnight 
on Sunday. As expected. Ste^e 
Backley and Jonathan Edwards 
also had their places oonfirnif *. 

Paul Evans has been granted 
his wish to switch from the 
marathon to the 10.000m. 
Evans withdrew from the 
marathon because he did not 
want to spend six weeks away 
from home training and accli- 
matising at a time when he was 
worried about a family illness. 

His positive victory over 
5,000m at Gateshead on Sunday’ 
told in his favour. The selectors 
also looked kindly on sprint hur- 
dler Jacqui Agyepong, who 
found it hard going in her first 
major race after an Achflfcs ten- 
don injury at Gateshead, but 
who has been rewarded for her 
past record. Craig Wmrrw has 
been given the third 800m place 
alongside Curtis Robb and 
David Strang after beating both 
of them on Sunday. 


Lindsay faces up to a 
summer of discontent 


If the stance of professional 
rugby league clubs tomorrow 
matches their pre-matcb rhet- 
oric, they will teD Maurice Lind- 
say they have seen the future 
premised by Super League - 
and that it does not work. 

The League's chief executive 
will face "an increasingly queru- 
lous membership of the deci- 
sion-making Rugby League 
Council at Wigan tomorrow 
afternoon. More than half-way 
through the first summer sea- 
son, most of them are asking 
what on earth can be done to 
put things right. 

The problem is not the qual- 
ity of the game. There have 
been as many memorable 
matches as ever, but Super 
League and summer rugby is 
not working; Clubs who believed 
that simply switching to warmer 
weather would bring extra sup- 
porters through the turnstiles 
nave been swiftly disabused. 

There are bright spots. Brad- 
ford Bulls have built cm the en- 
thusiasm stirred by their trip to 
Wembley, and there is a genuine 
buzz on summer matchdays at 
Odsal, and London and Paris 
have had their moments. 

But attendances elsewhere, 
even using figures which often 
look inflated to seasoned ob- 
servers, are alarming. The two 
blue-chip operations, Wigan 
and Leeds, are struggling along 
on gales averaging less than the 
last, lame-duck winter season; 
others would kill even for those 
modest crowds. 


Dave Hadfield 

reports on the 
growing calls for 
an about-turn 
on Super League 

If a game can be worse off for 
the injection, albeit drip-fed, of 
£87m, then rugby league is. 
Even with virtually nothing 
happening to improve the 
dreadful stale of many grounds, 
clubs’ extra overheads are out- 
running their hand-outs. 

Among the solutions which 
will be mooted will be reverting 
to two divisions of 16 teams 
each. Others favour two 15s, 
with the last four dubs in the 
Second Division cast out. 

Although the agenda for the 
meeting is a deceptively brief 
document, it also includes ap- 
plications for fast-tracking into 
the Super League from South 
Wales and Huddersfield. 

South Wales make geo- 
graphic sense but will have 
trouble meeting the required fi- 
nancial guarantees; Hudders- 
field have the perfect stadium, 
but other Super League dubs 
are already battling for attention 
within a short bus ride. 

Wbat the existing Super 
League clubs want is basically 
contradictory. In their head- 
long rush to grab the Murdoch 
money, they disregarded the 
obvious fact that a 12-team com- 
petition means 11 home games 


- no more, no less. Now they 
want more games, because that 
is always their instmetive answer, 
but they do not want to share 
their money with other chibs. 

Othera, if they have the nerve 
togjo through with what they talk * 
of privately, will press for some- ’ 
thing more radical They win urge 
a return to a winter season for 
the Hist and Second Divisions, 
if not the whole of the league. 

That is how quickly disillu- 
sionment with summer rugby 
has set in. Sunday night matches 
have proved a miserable flop, 
but there is no guarantee that 
switching to Sunday afternoons 
or Friday nights wifi be any bet- 
ter. Perhaps the public, despite 
all tbe hype, really does not want 
rugby league in the summer. 

Lindsay’s argument is that 
this is a uniquely difficult sum- 
mer with Euw 96etaL But look- 
ing at the sporting timetable for 
the next few summers makes 
them all look rather difficult. 

That is not to say that it is im- 
possible to make a go of the 
change of seasons; merely that 
the league and its members will 
have to go about it far better 
tii3n they have, in general so far. 

They can make a move in that 
direction by admitting South 
Wales and pledging to spend far 
more of their windfall on im- 
proving stadiums than on cre- 
ating one very well-paid 
generation of players. That 
would be a start - and Super 
League cannot truly be said to 
have got off to one yet. 


England out in the cold after 
Wales reject Sky’s £40.5m 


Rugby Union 

England are almost certain to 
be cast out of the Five Nations' 
Championship after Wales 
joined Ireland and Scotland in 
rejecting a deal with Sky TV. 

The Welsh Rugby'Union of- 
ficially turned down lhe satellite 
televison company’s £40J>m of- 
fer, which means only England 
have accepted a deal, worth 
£87.5in over five years. 

“We were offered twice as 
much as Scotland (£20m) and 
Ireland (£18m) in an attempt to 
break us up ” the WRU chair- 
man, Vfemon Pugh, said. "There 
is no way we will abandon them 
because to do so would be to 
abandon ourselves. 

“We are not negotiating with 
Sky because there are too many 
conditions attached to their 
money. It is not up to them to 
say how we should spend the 
money and there were other 
provisions which no sensible 
governing body would accept. 

“We were being asked to 
surrender control of the game 
in Wales and there was also the 
consideration that England 
were offered more- than the oth- 


er ihree nations combined. 
That was not acceptable and we 
have invited tenders from oth- 
er TV companies for interna- 
tional and domestic rugby.'" 

Delegates from Scotland, 

Ireland and Whies wiH meet with 
French officials this week to de- 
ride the future of England in the 
championship. 

England say they should get 
the lion's share because they 
have a bigger organisation to rim 
and a rebuilt Twicke nham to fi- 
nance. Although the present 
televison contract includes next 
season's tournament, H could be 
that the Celtic fringe sets up its 
own championship. 

The Scottish Rugby Union in- 
sisted yesterday that they had no 
intention of backing down in 
their dispute with England over 
the sale of broadcasting rights. 

Incoming president Fred 
McLeod said: “All four Home 
Unions are very solid on this and 
we’ve made our position very 
dear to the RFU," 1 

Kim Deshayes, a former mar- 
keting manager at the Test and 
™nty Cricket Board, is switch- 
ing sports to become the first 
chfef executive of Epruc — the or- 
Sanisauon running English pro- 


fessional dubs. Deshayes, 43, was 
at Lord’s from 1983-89 and his 
current company, Sports and 
Outdoor Media, are mar ke ting 
consultants for MCC and han- 
dle stadium advertising for the 
TCCB, the counties, Wembley 
stadium and Twickenham. 

“Rugby is entering an excit- 
mg era and I am looking for- 
ward to being involved ” 
Deshayes said. “One of my ma- 
jor tasks is to ensure that club 
rugby achieves a very significant 

market share in the coming sea- 
sons and I am confident that 
that objective can be met 

“I would like to stress that I 
Epruc’s future as workinc 
with the RFU for the greater 
S?° d of the sport. Although 
Bpnic represents the leading 
elute, we are also very mindful 
of the needs of all in the game 
and 1 anticipate a harmonious 
and business-like working rela- 
tionship with the RFXI” 

. The left winger Justin Swart, 

ls JSL lc i make debu * for the 
worid champions. South Africa, 

when they meet Fiji for the fiS 
time at Test level in Pretoria on 

M H f rJdnck S reported 
sick on Monday morning. 
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sport 




■ E FRanc E: Zulle retains the yellow jersey but Moncassin closes the gap to one second after the intermediate sprints 

gets back on 
straight and narrow 


Cycling 


153-miie ride from the Dutch 
Q ’sHenogenbosch. 
i he Italian champion 

CeiWrf L.i K 


ter the start, but he was able to 


re- 


"“«iCTrreceric 

of the TfcJSfS ?* 1 
-'yesterday. Qe ^ce 

' r' jlV^ S crossed the 

: SS5M? 

S^° fthe Dutchman JeroS 
Wevens and -tbT&ech 
Svpr^da at the end 


^SZZi8£2£ 

the Italian Rossano Brasi four 
kilometres from the finish to 
make sure the stage would end 

A lieht snrmv t. 1 


with a tight sprint. Brasi broke 
aw ay with iTmfl 


the pack- 
As the race crossed Belgium 
to go into France, Johan 
Museeuw tried his luck by es- 
caping after 70 miles with three 
other riders. The Belgian cham- 



— y w /“ o miles remaining 
aad resisted the pack before the 
men m Saeco jerseys overhauled 

mm 

Brita in s Chris Boardxnan 
survived a scare, falling soon af- 


in front for some 45 miles but 
were then hauled in. Soon af- 
terwards it was Brad's turn to 
take his chance. 

Rain stopped and die sun 
came out for the first time since 


Bofe-U-DuctoWj 

Monday l July, 15; 



START 

Bois-Le-Duc 

□ 


Anvere^^-~Tumhout 
Sairrt-Nicholas 


Dottigntes 

i-FINtSH 

Wbsquehal - 


Today: Stage 3 


Wasquehal to Nogent-sur-Oise 

Tuesday 2 July, 121 miles 


START 

Wasquehai 


Pont-a-Marcq 


Bray-sur-Somme 


Clermont 



SarnK/ust-en-Chaussde 


FINISH 

Nogent-sur-Olse 


Eclipse in the sights 
of Weld’s firepower 


Racing 


SUE MONTGOMERY 


Dennot Weld, still frying after 
Zagreb's annihil ation of the 
. best Britain could muster in the 


Irish Derby on Sunday, may be 
ring for the old enemy 


gunning for the old enemy 
agam at the weekend if Definite 
Article comes over for the 


Eclipse Stakes. 
. Tile 1 


by form, but yesterday his train- 
er, William Haggas, said the colt 
was only 50-50 to ran. “He 
missed a few days with his foot 
injury and blew a bit after he gal- 
loped on Saturday” Haggas 
said. "HI knowiihaip after he 
works on Wednesday.* - : 

Haggas, while admitting he 
was mightfy impressed by Za- 
eb’s Irish Derby win, was still 


four-year-old is among 


'-year 

10 declared for Sundown's sum- 
mer showpiece. His rivals at this 
stage include the Deity hero. 
Shaamit, las* year's Eclipse 
winner. Hailing, and ftttfire, the 
best 1 0-furlong three-year-old 
last season and put in as 5-2 
favourite by the Group One 
race’s sponsor. Coral. 

Definite Article, wbo failed 
by a whisker to give Weld his 
first local Derby last year, beat 
Timarida and Annus Mirabflis 
in the Tattersafls Gold Cup 
over 10 furlongs in May, but is 
among Saturday’s outsiders at 
16-1. His trainer, however, 
warned against underrating the 
colt, saying yesterday. "If I send 
him - and he’s 75 per cent like- 
ly to run, depending on his 
weight and blood picture later 
in the week - then he’B run a 
very good race. He’s a big toogh 
horse, and although the distance 
may be a shade short for him, 
he’ll appreciate any cut in the 
ground and at 16-1, he’s crack- 
ing each-way value.” 

After Doshyantor’s defeat 
in Ireland on Sunday, Shaamit, 
rated an 11-2 shot with William 


FM Tinted that his champion 

had to miss the race. “I didn’t 


Hill for Saturday, will have a 
rove abo 


point to prove about the Der- 


think Dushyantor ran his race; 
Pat [Eddery, who will be on 
board Shaamit cm Saturday if he 
runs] seemed to be too hard at 
work too far out. Zagreb won 
like a good horse, but mine's a 
good one too and 1 would like 
to have had a crack at hi m.” . 

You have to go back 13 years 
to find the last Derby winner not 
to start favourite on his nest out- 
ing - Teenoso, second favourite 
to Caerleon when both were 
beaten by Shaxeef Dancer in the 
Irish Derby -but the peredved 
weakness of this year's Epsom 
form is such that Shaamit oc- 
cupies only second or third 
place in the bookmakers’ lists. 

Hailing, who disappointed 
when last behind Cigar in the 
Dubai World Cup, has since re- 
gained winning ways back on 
grass in the Prix dTspahan at 
Loogdxamp in May. He is a def- 
inite starter, but his Godotphin 
stahlemate Charuwood Forest, 
winner of the Queen Anne 
Stakes at Royal Ascot, is not. 

Godotphin director Simon 
Crisford said: “John Reid will 
ride Hailing, but a derision 
about Cbamwood Rarest will be 
made later in the week. If he 


does not run, he’ll go straight 
for the Sussex Stakes." 

Another Royal Ascot mile 
winner, B^oa DTode, will tty his 
luck over the extra two furlongs. 
His trainer. Mart Johnston, 
never, one .*a duck a challenge, 
said: ‘flbe. only place to find 

whether he stays or not is on the 

course. In the St James’s Palace 
Stakes be looked as if he was 
staying oh and could get farther, 
but he is so versatile. We could 
Inm back to sir furlongs 
he’d take it in his stride.’* . 

Pentire has had the Eclipse 
as his target since running a fine 
fourth in foe Dubai World Cep, 
and though he has not been 
seen in public since, be has been 
sparkling in bis homework. The 
other British-trained entries 
are Singspiel, beaten a neck by 
Hailing last year andnnmer-up 
(for the third time in a Group 
One contest) in the Coronation 
Cup last month, and the out- 
siders Beauchamp King and 
ELarAristokrati. 

The French have not won an 
Edipse since Javelot scored in 
1960r3ftbaugh Ttepan was dis- 
qualified after beating Wallow 
in 1976 - and will rely on this 
season’s Prix Gan ay and Har- 
court victor, Valancur. The 
four-year-old, who will be bid- 
ding to give foe Aga Khan his 
first win m Britain for neariy six 
years, was confirmed yesterday 
by his trainer, Alain de JRoyer- 
Dupre, a runner as long as foe 
going remains good or better. 


GriBtoe States (StntkMfi. SatuRlay) Gantt 
5-2 Peftire, 9-2 Shun*. 5-1 Hafflrtt 11-2 
CtamMod Forest. 7-lBjouD'W6, Srwtael 
ft VBtawxr. 16-1 Definte Aride, 25-lBa- 
4 aeauctamp King. 


BErnN& 4-8 Strtte, VI 1 

14i AtMatt, ffl-1 «teltata 
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owl tr*ck wfch sharp terras g arright fit 
-r edi to r ah rat Ai. Boa rink ftxxm £<fl 


LUF1NESS CUUMMG STAKES (CUSS F) 

£3450 added 3Y01m4f 

05003 R0SSEL(UU)CU)MSMe9] X 


HU 


0600 sraBHMoianwsuiMvsa a 

603015 CWB«r{a}NU*iBf87 J Cared 5 B 

00003 P«WCinSfflC»iWKarp84 1 


tend'd, owl track wfch stop turns; *r*w*-~ ■ 


006000 SMSMN(10»Sttbttn2 

-S ■ ' ■ 


JDMWtnSS 




BcrnNttM Bomet, W. Or ten MSWtorertk her Oarer, $-1 
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JOAN SMITH IS 40 TOOW CUUMM8 

STAKES (CLASS F)£4y000 added 2T05f 

1 0 N0TAU>rphMWB«s«BHr93 

2 115321 FOtgyffijCCT l*tLSaota811 Kft— 41 

3 5243 NDinBH(S)lBBR|f83 !Cml3B 

4 IIHRSM UttOOOCD M MM* 8 2 FH art*2 


-dtacftmrf- 

Btnwo:S4 tay, m (to tm , « w*w. *Mite**wa* 


LE3 




MURFaSHMOGAP (CLAS5 D)£S400 
_ addedimST 

1 10-4032 flBUtBEIUet{39MsHfedn’42D0-JfiR&na 

2 505112 WefflW»»l»»EAten^90(5aOJtnft»2 

3 1S3U2 U»«W00EWltt?Dl«al8a33JIWrty35B 

4 002221 B0MPKW(l}ktfViefeMl«r4Sl2 8*Uw|7)fi 

5 2*3024 S®tf*MTaHE»(CD)J30W*585 ibnsl4 


6 3500-ID WCKJ8LWZL0 pDj IFMBR7 


7 006W recoup 58 


18 




BETTMK U-8 7-2 MUdBdnaa.Sl.BMddkaRdtt, lad 

, 7-1 8MM ^ 1M Mettr taskv 1M Pdedatoo 




(not, L?SS 
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|fffi WT0NSBlJNa STAKES (CLASS 
L450 added 2VOTf 

wHffiftterpSU- 


CMJLAME HANDICAP fCLASSF) £3,500 

added 7f . 

23®02 a*awcfflfsiiwDi«rts4ga — wamt 
00*460 ft iK CT W nwggawroBanigaii— iRm-7 

08044 BUEflBKBMq«)U(Mil099; JtesilB 

000002 Dg«CTlfrLPHBE1098— ^KCwntaai V 

006000 . mm ceft M ? n Hawses - . -jenaretz 

162200 D0MD0N5amNJbtam391^ l«tew3 

403302 IKSmmpS^Ctt We&LFoecS833uJnnkcllB 

524^*0 IHD0lilplMUN{t9Ulkii8386J]MJftliMi5 



fflOCOO W— radfot p) D0mBBB585-LCfcMBdlM 

CaOOQD URBWMHpp J L^*e 7 S3 

u o-oooco Aimin nuuMLnsi aitMK4auakBi 

12 0CM00 1Mmf«KeNMBl(IMv383 

73 4Qfo2 HWEAnBBO(P(Q|KUmdea780AlfeaM(n9B 

14 ifsmaBxmmxmiQASa^iQ 

aenwfcW2M a o^«*fafl^6.iDw»,s.itj^»- 




the race started with Saturday's 
jnologue in 's Hertogenbosch 
just as foe riders reached foe 
French border. 

The Swiss rider Alex Zulle, no 
sprint specialist, came in safely 
with foe pack to retain foe race 
leader's yellow jersey. He is un- 
der threat from Moricassm, wbo 
gained eight seconds through 
foe day’s intermediate sprints 
and is second overall, one sec- 
ond behind Zulle. 

The previous day’s demo- 
tion still rankled with CipoDftii. 
“1 admit that I sprinted without 
looking at foe others but I apol- 
ogised to Moncassin and I felt 
the jury was a bit severe.” 

The German Mario Kumoer. 
wbo broke his collar-bone in a 
foil on Sunday, failed to start. 
Italy’s Luca Gelfi, who had hurt 
bis hand, rode for a few kilo- 
metres before the pain forced 
him to withdraw. 


nUROERMNCC Sta^lte (8 HtrtaRMbOfdl 
toWHMHl lSMa* lk* Ctete M&ftE. 
CO Off »S22sec; 2 J ORMftt (N«hJ TVM; 
3JSotaaa<Crfiw>j Parana; 4 FMoncaofei (ft) 
GVCBCCapoae^MtenreaKBEZreeKOeQ 
Deutsche XaMonv 7 M Timwh 00 Carrera; 
8 A FariSOD 00 RttsfcRBX 9 C Cantin DO BteS- 
catec UK0OK<UitM»M(a;21MMna((7D 
GeMte; 12 A PAM AMD RtfnbvBc IS S Bt- 
asd (to SAECO. 14 F BaMato (W MQ Teeto- 
; IS RSooman mn (teobtec Ifl A%rerl 
: 1 7 L Bremi IB) tome i*b Mn>- 


gjnclBRS 

dteUatc: 


twrav (DeiiJ Trt* 1»T Rorn»«r (SmQ Mkw; 
20 m ftonftiest (U ftawco. Birenie ome. So- 


f acted: 44 M Sdandrt (08) Motorate; 48 C 
BtNRtranKXD GMi rents omt os winner Over. 
■D ■tanSincs: lAH4e|9a«)CNCC5tvlCknn 
Stee 2 r Mnten « G*w tt Iree a y aeon 
mwOGWte. 3; 4 A Clano BP) M«<5el. T; E B 
Rteftlenl Deuacne Teteam, It: 4 Mmnti 
SW Banosta. 12; 7 LiaOSert (Ft) ONCE. 15; 8 
Cteatfnan (G8> 6AN, 17; 0 Ftomrar, 09r 1 0 
M Maun (SO ONCE. 21: 11 E Nw (Neon) 


Rabobank 2& 12 8-ored, 27; 18 U QuHdl TO 


RUB. a 14 P BavoOeB (W RtBtotto 29; : 
9*&r©artTVM30-,iSB*iBv W w.it:irTo»- 
n*. 31: 18 J Utth (Gert DfMacno^ Teteon a* 
18 S Ha&X (Fr) SAM 36: 20 CtnOM. St S» 
facts d.- BOSetanOi, 1:07 



Hands up; Mario CipoBhii celebrates victory in : 


two of foe Tour de France yesterday 


Photograph-' Allsport 


ZOO Scottish Park 
230 Home CooktaT 
3J0O Bowden Rose 
330 Enchanting Eve 


HYPERION 

4^00 Oops Pettle 
430 Ovemried 
5 jOO Gentleman SW 


son tv wandering bad* led coming to The flrrt flaking when apprantice-fiddBn - she was 
caupit only in the final 50 yaids by Top Batons at Newmartei «*wn Jimmy Qimn rode ha* 
- a SMRwy Hat weak. She B a vay tat Ofy who HU much better on aaft ground st Naw- 
buyn Mey tfnn Sr Joey <88 antf is eaing ■> be e ax0< opponant in her present mood. 
Araehneo, iftougb no* most coasiswnt Rprimr. JUcee fla> and beat here length 
and a half at Bath In ApnL tom he enridnl oonOrm whan they ware fourth end scan re- 
spectweiy taHnd To The Roof et the next meeting there. Jucea went on to wfo her new two 
stam (5f) before taftng owr Pontefract's stiff ah, but me hone that soft her and Ansell- 
man at Bach was Str ioey. Ha don't hare tha bast ot runs end meats Jucea 5b better. 
creftM CaaeiV eawntfi behind Oraws Heart at Yak was ancourepng after she taeed 
the Ssrw onfy three Stnss lest season. She was a Mr mo-jwar-eki, but UMsn has Ns 
jjpjts lowered fora* first wie in » wWe and k a more iMty cto«v. seecHas: sift X)Ey 


GOING: Good (Good w Fbm In pikoesl 

STALLS: SkreJ^ht eonree -suods' aide; round course - losida. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

M LdV-hsnd, undulatt^ cocsM . 

BBa u a twue efo Rented oa the A466.Q>*paUnrnflwyeuiop (on Are Oanfig-GtoocaS' 
urEae) hone ra8e«*ay. ADMISSION: (3ab5J4;T8a0S»IisSJO (QAPsJLS). CARPARK: 
Fat. 


330\ 


BREAM CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3460 added 2YO 
GT Penalty Value £2,670 


13D MH0UrF«SBe(KQpB)mm{CanteiBoUSMsLSutte90 


JFE0eil 


■ LEADING TSAINEBS WITH KDNNDtS: 8 Hannas — 16 winners from 108 ran- 
nenpvesasatxesstaUoor 13^16 and a lass nxa&l )evei sak* ot'S3^80; 1* Cole — 
9 wtamas, TS rannera, 12JH, -88.4B; M Pipe — 7 winners, 40 runners, 1744ft, -£10.08; 
HRMBliasn — 7 wfaurer*. 4S namem, 1&0K, +877.0a. , 

■ tBADWG JOCKETS: J Rdd — 14 wtimes, 89 rides, 1B.7S, 43944; T Qatan — 
11 winners, 77 rides, 14JM, -£20.35; LDcttoil—fi wtRneis, 35 rides, 25.7%, -S4.S3; 
T BfcSkc — S wittrvss, 75 rides, 10. 7%, S23JI7. 

SUNKBXBD roar TatRSmoziaatr^MX UWaadee(maad.2MJ, AmeOrntm 
(rlmxtd, aOOX gam Bag( vHored. 6 . 00 ). . 

WMN48SWTHgL8gr34vdriDiJ8{ M »eaB W e(21>0)wBBa*Ao to B mr c»iPrirbtr; 
Aaterix (U0J woa at Qrepeowr oe Ssurdqr. 

LONG-D1SXAJJCK E1MNBX& Hmldo-Hail 0LO0) to been sent KS miles bf B Rotfv 
wd firm Makao, NMtbToikafatre; MOeotas City (L30) ft AaeMliiia« (S.00) seta. 191 
mflea fay JBcny from Codoerirem. Leateahlre. 


44 D0WW (78] Chaeley Parti Stu} R Harmon 8 12 . 
344122 OUBKEVMCto W(TMohJrt KMc4uWa88. 


169(11 BKHINnMEVEPStoMtaafldarMreSKiisriCMBna j_ 
0 3iewnsrCTOff(18)(HGCaftiJ4Scn Ult WTunerB 7 — 


JkeaOlMCqS 
R KoCaba 3 B 
— LN tow (3) 8 


0133 m6SMN8MUf9roOTPSMQCT*«wrSMaaimn84 


JJ HaSn (5)4 


.PMfcapttrRa 


EB31*feU4mnot Mends, VI RorefoaSMifo, 7-2 Eactofle* Ere, M tfowy, 7-1 OurKertn, 
14-1 Swptea Brent 

199S: Na&re) tar 2 B 3 6 DiAeid 44 (Sr Mark Reaaai S wi 


££3 


BOLLMBER CHAMPAGNE MEN AMATEUR RIDERS CHAL- 
LENGE SERES HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3^00 added to 
states lm 


1 (MOD) 0&l6W0riMMN(22)(P) Jl ai a tCi e^ — « C RSaongi 4120. 


211121 MOMOfC (NB (4)(D( (B 5hm8 JAiriM 6219 (5ed~ 


062464 SWBtsaeMDE|4|06DsU«i)eBlbfo|71flU. 
003206 Mim|fo{PSHritiRHHfeB4l07. 


wr 

43V 


FORM QtHDE 

Without Meade ieft Richard Hannon ator winning a Fotkestone sefler and a ctaoner at 
Goorinood. but there was no torytafe Stan for new connections after he was tisquadfied 
tor banting fats way through whan runner-up to Rnaatae robin In another Ox-totongdeimsr 
tt (fooriwmi iaa month. Once Wthout fVfendt 0X tn«Du^> he was ruiftrrtf on well at me 
Man and wes probably uniuriy to be beeten by threaquanare of a ien^h. He can reuetse 
The ptethp «im Russian Ffabto, back to a more nitebie top after being beaten ow Me 
and then sewn toton^ in Na nea two starts, yet (bchaitl Hamon may bare toe laat (au0i 
wlto DOWRY. Hannon had a WD^Dar-old aftmer here on Suvtay and has kept Owny on 
twkl Once atre flnfthed fottto in firetoon^ matfcns at Hampton and Newmartat at AprtL 
AAnocWnreabseteneacndme, toe farm ofettfrer race has wortred out better than toew- 
erega riatmer and «he baa fad Time to tonash afoce then. Bre t —ei iWEwi. a disappoint- 
ing taat of « the last tbrs she came i«i against fast sound on turf, ha run out an tnwBsaM 
winner of her tatast wo outtna* In afrareatow aeOeo. Recent rain is In her tereur and toe 
Rtak Ms fifty must han a 0»d Chance If It reefy 0X Into The {pound. H alac U o i e DOWRY 


JlrJ 


3943S1 SOBTIBH MK (2A (D) CM C Bpri M Ppa 7 10 S- 


«8 
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JlrTMEtafivBB 
rRBmeWB 
rHMwHtah(C18 


rx/inl MANSION MAIDEN SLICES (CLASS D) £5400 added 3Y0 
Ljriri Iin2f3fiyds Penalty Vabie £3372 


JftOMoaMZV 


(XMXXH HtaXrwm(lXftf>siMPrnrDa«»LjtlBRaB»«4fll05. 

003051 «Stm8CCQRO)|OAonHw«JUBttlBy8103M. 

0B03U8 BOIKi«caAM(OM0UfittlB0JMaoriq>1197. 

-8 ta r ta n - 

4**wn ae0fo firm True ftandiap to# to*toSet2fc 

KnVtt:tl4Seott*ftofcMtap*tareetaa, MAtertx, 8-lOMDdOfOawn, MUMNtaft 
lft 1 Itovtt flr rftai 11 1 flttn 

' 7 US taRJotaren 2-1 UM Baaitay) Bran 

FDRMGUDE 


0 ar«BBBfIE(29)|E9»WaA6Eni0it9O. 


23- MWta(2W)WPW»Fataa*Tari)PCnb9a 
4 RBC0PQmiKJBucnaran)6HBn«nl»0 
644-0 SnBNBCMMMH (BOM© AUpreta) MPV>90 


JDqitB 


302 OASSICIMaMI ME) (U) panic BaadsnlPfoR Itata 89 
6 UtHtMfiHQiilN^CtBiCMtaMhQratRKdDnUBlNaitaBd 



SCOT7ISHP«Kmaytretoeor»lEastbc«hef8dlyarvct»fTff!)Titoe03tnAAhalwBfflh- 
erttmar, she has ata> won on the soft and It was rttflrg fast whan she came beck to form 
with a hawengji defeat of Return To Br10rton In a ctamar at leteeeter lea month, after 
taVdt she joined pmsare corerecdona. With the njnrrer-up gping on to beat 3S others k 
fitpon and that uaelUyenfstfcfc 8toctada baric In tort the form seems reflatte end the can 
foflowiUftDeA pit Of Peiid has atag recently eftanyd hands anerwtnnlng a mfteotarner. 
He cdy subsequent cuttr* tret owr perhaps a trip Cejcnd Ms best * haw compary nea 
tfore.jtasyanettowingforthettieeBTioeaEyiBftkconoetflrgtamiJChwBlgliLSuperSaF' 
anada is bach to pmbatta rta bast trip after not being able to 0!t To 0ips wtto Monane 
arriDonft Drop Bombs (n a shrtor wart ttFoBresrene Urn 2f) cn Frtoay. He'd been smy- 
fogon fo fllto owar an Inadequate seven tofongs here toe tone before and a are* to ga a 
g»d acaxrt of Wmsetf today. TJcwn the fietd in mat Chapetow race tttar atartng atotty 
was Malta, who is something of a apedaUst here. He won tore raw ty 10 tenths rest 
year after mining owr sfc toiongs hare bro days earner and he went weft for his inesrerf. 
enced ameaaur whan easing up » beat Roman Real ouer toe cowse and ristanoe on Sun- 
«%. tt re uoubdUl whether naV be atta to cut cxwn mre etrangnr field, (tan cored Da toe 
tay to Afeaapa. h was soft when ne ren Pointer ctose m a aeveivAafong amacaur nartacap 
at Saftaxay in May, after which ha was foeutte when tercet) wfcfe from a draw be- 
Wnd Montone at Vferwldt. Shetfld toe HoumJ change dramatrealy be could be toe one to 
been. S alwHoro SCOTTISH PARK 


0- U0UNiiWH0LiyC4^C9iainMalBTimed)DtodarS9 
0 imMWBEnBM(B)OJUmri)n;BUMBn89 
SO 0immiE(20){MaDMacRM9ltal0ttl89 
0IM MNBBUIE (A F lalgnta M 8 9 
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<rta« P>2 


SBTN2: 7-4 Cteefc PreMan, 3-1 tamo, 5-1 ffcuteta Holy, 7-1 MBtoo, S-l Spifog Carepa^to, 
10-1 Oopa Patfie, K-l otarea 

1 3 8 9 C Unci 10060 (/ SQKtat) 6 tan 


fWWOUIDE 

Considering how backward ROOD was ha put in a pftaasing (tat run whan teeth behind 
Maffdficent StjteandWgMar in eKMbrtong maiden ttHempion on Emer Monday, aton- 
ing slowly and toen coming to hare every chenca with two (Utongs tog) bttorelacii of ex- 
twlence found Nm out. The tom hao worted out estremeftr wa with live of the tat seven 
horn* tost haw nm since winning, Mag p i fl o tm t Style taMng Ycrirt Group Three Mustdora 
and Uigmr Redcarrs zedend Gold Cup. Notmat progvae would put Ranro m vittn a good 
chance of toftjwmg art. That area eppdes to toe onco-raced Mountain Ho«y. keeping on 




in seventh to a big field of maidens behind Awanfr m N&mvtlusi back m October. The 
ShWay Helens DBy Is ore of a Lowtoer and Nassau Stakes winner and should enhance her 
padaoris vote ones swrigifa but toe stable Is £*£ tfttHlpi a Quiet spefl and she can on^i 
be wretchad at Faesam. MBtaa wnnt we9 m his two mns an toe aB-weatoer in efir^ N&- 
v«mber. He'd wet fo <u>-aMh»^nfti company, as wotfta O— i r. Pateten. snort ctf a firr 
laWng Writ when an itTtottwBd second to lahefineLBgand in » Wew ma rit a t maiden owr tote 
trip lest Sme aft and oepe Pettle, leepfog on behind subsequent Deity third Shamnu at 
Ssndown on her debut. Seiectfoo: RENZO 


| SUMMER SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £3000 added 3YD 
lm Penalty Vatoe £2346 

400046 NUIWManr(lJ9Ma(iiBnn3J&ny90 G carter 2 S 

00 IB90INnf<3)Daa9fong)KMeU^90 IFEgatSV 

eoooso cmuONfti>(Q3ft)(J9IRlHtritotiRta(tasft9 80reaM{3)B 


C£2 


009020 WltaOOOnrtU»m(40S20Dlta*«)MPTpaBB. 
00- MBS ICQt (239) (T Bejwlocd) R anpson 8 9 


JBHawyp) 7 


00-0 W1HEWUM)EniWHftlttSiiiy)MC)bnitanB9. — 

00- FBerESS(2B7)(TNSMiei)AJairM89 

0 F9ECIOUSISUM>(29)MsJrteyRDbiECrOPDBtan89- 
-8tfoctaad- 


_s«t*tertiB 


-PPItaphyBA 

NActaml 

SSntan3 


MIDDLE LODGE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,100 added 
to states 3W7 fRBes lm 2f 36yds Penalty VWue £3J12 
01-05 OVBBBIDMnW(E)Uider)DLoifer97 tTrrtnn- 


1305 OUSSC ROMANCE C7) (Qsaa; BbodsiXJr ftd R Harts 8 12 

4-53 IBIMM{2Q(tamdmr«MsiiaWTi)PVW^n89 

SWCO imtE MACK IW» (USB) (2M(QHiiitadtanft)ROtttoa6& 


JUftKkay4 


-W Carson 5 


O061D D00BUtP(2ND)(MBLStBWdUKyHaiaaS5. 
44)55 TMW®H«rtrc8FBh[lSahBrtPCtfc8 A . — 


3 
1 

Qdtne 


BEraNta 94 Ctartoo ftsy, M Mom CoaMy, 7-2 iOattaa U tot tba HUrita, 194 Na- 

bmdB Ms Kmo. iu tttwre 

M8» Jkat fm 3 9 DT Q|B» 13S CM Pipe) & on 

FORM GUIDE 

Hom CocfttM' was datmed tor £8,000 after she ran Unde's Joy to a neck in a «fer owr 
thfe trip at Ne wm artet tag month. WMe that rmgtttooic a tot eapenare alter she taflad to 
mate much tapmasi cn In a laflas - handicap ar Radcar nett tfoie. the It a much wester 
a»en and anei toe one they all hae to beffl. CfURUOHntanBayettomatetoehama 
Son sewnritofflp® but; stewftngup fromsttfurionfe ha shewed tvs fca real fegn of aw- 
i(y Msi fifth of 21 bewntl to ftam In a mfe handcap at Windsor tan month. He dearly 
dttit get toe mp when tried ow a 6rt*r two fuftf]£ then next time, and dtoovfto that 
feat Windsor tut m^tt IMier nm as There wasn’t al tost ftmtt a pace, this is a step down 
In node and he la c more then reesonao* aifematoe. MBetrtan Cdy. a long way las of 
four In a IDftslcng handcap at Agr on salt (found, put up e much better performance 
tMtai beeten >st over four len^ta Into Mfih fen a mile makfon K Mussdbui^i nett Bine. 
He'sb^tlfodfotfr*ei5todW8rt^wi^^^^5^TimsuprfBeirtoqrericiv- 

tflM Nm m put his best foot tawed in tote moderate seller. Most of the crfws are befog 

eased to 9soe te wtxridrft hue to knpitMe no much on whs fitrie toayVe achtared to 
fate a tend to a race probably best igfored. SttecOotc CfttfiUON MP 


a&lMB: 9-4 taamtad, 3-1 Mue-Tib, M Titay, 6-1 Doobtt Up, T-l Ctatec Bowha 8-1 Utria 
ahdcOreaa 

299ft fetaMm 3 8 6 U Hta 64 (Q wregf) Bflm 

rwwcwoe 

TMUTf, a half-sissf to too progessve Slayer and Chaster Cup warmer Merit, ran well on 
har only start at two when fount! behind Quarreled (17h worse off) orer a rate at Pcn- 
cestar. Hareng been started ttf cwr e mte and a half at Lareaster on bar reappeatvKe it 
was a surprise ns roe Trffoy dropped to a rnie at SaftJbufy non Omc and she cuUd man- 
a^r ort}> fifth oehlna Chartooe Cordey, prerreer and More-Tab. a 5to prer aid «day^ 

totgv Trip shpufoanabie her to -reverse tost ftn7i,8*peciaSy after her st^tog on fifth after 
befogsqueezed out al too Han w Meaibrey {lm 20 test Thresday. Double Up wfi) no dot* 
iwert to ton-ruirariji tactics ttorfeSng » reproduce hre Ungfeid form on her btest tun 
at Leicester. That could mtae her a big {tatger. Selection: TRILBY 


E21 


3jOO 


STEWARDS TRIAL HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^50 added 5f 
Penalty Value £5^225 

4Q2S00 vfliVlMi cm (Srieh Al HcmeS R ttanon 4 9 12 — DaaeUMA? 

225015 SMJ0Ey(USA)Cm(MI(MBAG6m4PUuplT794. Sfrmwe(3}5 


LIONS LODGE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,200 added 2m * 
Penalty Value £3090 

524XS MPBK lF B FIWB *CMG(M}C5neHat^rartJMoB>4S30 IF& i3 

000315 W0RU>Bff^MQ{ini(9lM0nedriBRUfcienS9B BDDjtal 


22400-2 UMP0B(lG(WsjWai)eetUMcai«tfttteltaas)RQm596, 


42K0M) Cfl0FISSCetaW(mffltoMayM9car®aMtt(af»n49Z, 


6200-22 CASfl£ SBKETtm Ml iUhEuttienD BLRtdlCS 5- 


JtaM2 


0531W iMKPWfSEjfoWpfltoWJifcsBSadeBBSlD. 

400000 asmBftwStoO^CTWseJCcaspnjPiupiyBB? 

00/53/ aiTCt® &1M} Warn Ape RatogCUiMRpe 782- 


3lta*t(5)7 


3SftBdM8 

JIMani 


0050 BBRWSWt(ISfolM3^(ll4nttnRaaglRttVfwdll712. 


004204 MWJBifiOSEWWWMsCiWWflUSWtsa^Pi- 
00303 NRnGBtMME]CU)0)fPRttn)BMne58l3 
SOC080 WSaUbWnnVforefeafTWMlBEaySSfi. 
03H30 JUCSt{»n«4QraptBll learns 76-4. 

~ 7 declared - 


JQ*e2B 


Jt (toy (98V 
JQriBcS 


_7Sprate4 


JtCaterZV 

lattayfi 


BBWft M * JtaR 214 icadta Ihaft M Mate, 8-1 Mr Bariaiac, 74 lareta 8-i A«eB. 

ML 9-1 Crete Celtt 

fifiS&Sr XBf 58 33 8Drmk S3 {PMllpW Son 

RKKGtnQE 

JOBfftBfiagooclcImaafafourtocoresawftTreterthaaacterwianiittheWjk- 

rreren. SB Joey bear afitoose home on toe less ftaroread for sfoe a Rojta Ascot to finish 
<*#a ad a haffoff finegng Martel and re deady in good bwn, »«5SaWwy 

wttetnwWbresfte-llraeriarKfrabfflBrfa&irsBWJtotinhefoanmfensev- 
tti d r ruaiare. teriaa tee foe more than toe aw feengtos die finehedbeteidwsOfJP- 


BEn»& XU MBftfdeteMtec, 7-0 Mr Oivtaee, M tele Sacttt, 7-lUMbt, 1M Btatt 
Qpws, 8-1 9b Refc maealteM Sd, 2W Brew St* 

S998; TimarpcurB 9 1 A Mc9one U-2 N Ppe) 8 taJ 

PORK GUIDE 

II wwidnT be a surprrea if tfre hunSeoTtoeser BMe Hag wnedeadad tWs md on feta fea 
rut on toe Flat m three }«ars. He should at tern set tore far Ckatta Gacret, touaial 
ofTiiyMrCopyfQre«lnJSSnriynriacsatBatoC2mifilaat»ne,anc}Wi7»rty-DE-8a?G- 
BWC. queen's Pite rutneKwVwneyDeGsrgsrac was RiBwgffii patf bsatm horses when 

ffto behind Bobwr in e better race at Ascre ran) lot erne end does test wito & SBonfr 

nn race, ftfcadcw, mad anund two stone Jrrfemr to Ebto Reg bwrhurias, came dossta 

puln« off a 9«ric m toe Ascot States on her firetru) on the Flat n M memtosaex ^r 

of the handicap then, she re Just 21b hiper lm end In wto a past chance if ana to re- 
peattoatRto. StaettetWimEY-OE-BERGERAC 


RESULTS 


PONTEFRACT 


ZA& i_ LARGESSE (M Fenton) 7-2; 2. 
Swtao 3-14 3. Mataauma Prtacw 25-1. 
11 tan. 11-4 Ita State Factors (4to). 3. iv^ 
(John Beny, NewmarteU. Tot*: £2.90; 
CiaO^WJMaa. Duel ftreeaac £6.70. 
Compear Suagn Forecast: £13.93. Trio: 
£91-10. 

805: X. HA8TME C0WGB1L U Fonreiel 
9-4 tar; 2. Gtagar Hadfian 4-1; 3. Mob Ita- 
■is 5-2. 7 an. 9. L 1C Thomtoa MdriBham). 
Tote: £290; £2.10, £2.10. Oita Forecast: 
£fij 0. CSft £11.33. Trcasc £21-00. Non 
Runner Taga ay. 

8-48:l.SASBDOfErrena(rGonnBfi 11- 
2; 2. FomUBH* Ue 2D-L 3. Palo BImco 
6-3, 13 mn. 7-2 tar Fame Apin tBto). Si 
hcLZ (WOUcanart tewmBita)0.Ttata:£&90-, 
£2.90, £6.10. £2.90. Dual Forecast: 
£109-30. CSF. £10235. Incase £644 5a 
Trior £759.50. 

ftlfie 3, NKStASINE U Fortune) 8-1; 2. 
Pictntar Bey 11-ft 3. RMe SeHy Rfeda 12- 
L 7 ran. 11-10 fev Bucher (4to). lv», hd. 
U L Eyre, Ttwrid. Tote £7.70; £2.50. 
£LSa Dutt Forecast £7.90. CSF; £19.62. 
NR: Htf Rhapsody. 

4-4& 3L RRHIUW fTOWTO 1-2 tar, 
2. Tatwiqa 7-1; 3. Seate Oft 5-3. 8 ran. 
2. 3 vj. (I Bakhng, Knesdere). Tote £3.40; 
£1.10, £3.10, £1^0. Duet Forecast £3 30. 
CSF: £431. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Bowden Rose 
(Chepstow 3 lOO) 

NB: Back In The USSR 
(Mussetbirgh 2AS) 


SJ5.-1. KBWOFIF lynch) 7-2 far. 2. 
Comoawtar Otan 32-1; S. town ontor 7- 
3, 15 ran. 3, 2. (M Hammond, Mkkfieham). 
TMk £520; £2.20, £3.40, £2.7aDitanae- 
cast £ia5a CSF: £4017. Ibcast £26S32. 
Trta £7a70. After a samanta' Inquiry, result 
watered. 

Jacftptt: not won (pool o# £6.993.03 earned 
foruard to MuesabutTh today). 

Ptacapot £52.40. Qnadpat £1050. 
Mace B: £5499. Ptaca 5: £26.13. 


SOUTHWELL 


2^0: 1- LAW SILK (N Coimcrton) 6-1: 
2. Most Uppltty 5-1 tovounta; 3. Orange 
And Biue 30-3. 13 ran. 2^, j ft. (Mss i 
Cnne. VoriO. Totes £5-30; £3.10, £1.40. 
£3.60. Tots Dual Forecast: £12.10. Com- 
purer Straight Forecast: £35.19. Trttast: 
£284.73. Trio: £»«). 

3.00: 3. MDUTA’S STAR (D HofencD 11- 
10 fov; 2. toe Alamos 9-4; 3. Classic Af- 
flair 9-1. 7 ran. IV*. tfiSL (D Murray Smrtn. 
Upper Lamtoumirota: £200; £3J!0. £1.60. 
Dual Frewasc £170. CSF: £3.96. 

130: 1 ROAR ON TOUR (A Ciaiene) 10- 
l; 2. TBMtoMttk 12-1 a. PcTa Craber s. 
1; 4.Tame Deer 14-1. 16 ran. 7-2 fovDtMd 
lames’ GUI. 1 fcfc. (Ms M Rewtay, SaR- 
bunv.TWe: £1600; £3.40, £190. £140. 
£330. OF 1 £59530. CSF: £13434. Trlcaec 
£669.11 Tna £450.00 I part won, pool ot 
£316.92 to Mussefcutfr 4.45 today). 

4.00: 1 SHWA2U (W Ryan) 2-1 jt fw; 2. 
HurgM Dancer 16-1; 3. Rudbaactal 9-2 10 
ran. 2-1 Jt fw GenereTs Star (6th). 8, hd. u 
Gosdan. Newmartat). Tote £3-30; £120. 
£4-30, £150. DF: £30.10. CSF: £32.63. Tore 
Trio: £82.00. Non Rutner. The Deejay. 

430 : 1 MAKE READY (A MadOyl 8-1 
2. LoA DMdala 9-2; 3. Conte Too Mate- 
niB'a 3-1 tar. 11 ran. Vi, IV*. U NeriBe, New- 
port). Tote £12.10; £4.00. £190, £150 . 
OF: £418a CSF: £46.47. Tno: £49.00. Al- 
VET 3 stewards mtjriry, result unaitamd. 

SlOOcIRDWBWKIA&bI^ 14-l;2.Har^ 
bat Home 2-1 fw, 3. Mansur U-Z Uran. 
Vi 3%. (6 Enright Lewes). Tote: £26J30; 
£690. £170. £2-80. DFl £67 JO. CSF: 
£4199. Tricast: £17394. Tree Tm £24190. 
Pfocepofc £18100. Quadpoc £55.70. 
Pfoce 6: £38.40. Pfaca & 0533. 


■ More Royal, runser-up in foe 
Royal Lodge Stakes at Ascot last 
season When trained by laa Bald- 
ing, failed in his effort to gain a 
third Amcrkan success by running 
second, under Julie Krone, to 
Trail City in foe Grade Uvo Ar- 
lington Classic in Chicago. 


Evening results, page 20 
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Steffi Graf (left) serves to Martina Hingis during the German’s straight-sets win on Centre Court at Wimbledon yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Sanchez finds her lines just in time 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


When the television 
has exploded or your 
flight has been can- 
celled ag ain, one Of 
’the great parlour games is to 
= come up with the names of fa- 
mous Belgians. 

The qualifiers (cut around 
the dotted line for future use) 
usually include Eddy Merckx, 
Ren<5 Magritte, Georges 
Simenon, Maurice Maeterlinck 
and, granted lenient playing 
partners, Hercule Poirot. Yes- 
terday was the chance for 
^Sabine Appelmans to join the 
celebrity band. 

The 24-year-old was the first 
Belgian in the fourth round 
since 1975 and was bidding to 


become the first from her na- 
tion to make the quarter-finals 
in the Open era. Arantxa 
Sanchez Vuario, the No 4 seed, 
was in the way. 

Certainly they don’t sell Ap- 
pelmans short in Belgium it- 
self. Panorama magazine 
nominated her as the globe’s 
“Ideal Woman”, placing her 
ahead of a quartet who are pret- 
ty much interchangeable: Clau- 
dia Schiffer, Sharon Stone, 
Michelle Pfeiffer and Pamela 
Anderson. 

This Flanders loyalty to their 
girl is reward for Appelmans' 
own faithfulness. As a youngster 
she went to a tennis camp with 
a friend and stuck with her even 
though it meant joining a group 
for left handers. She has been 
a southpaw ever since. 


Yesterday's was always going 
to be a different discipline for 
Appelmans. In the third round 
die disposed of Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy, who is about as mo- 
bile as Ayeis Rock, but now she 
faced the circuit’s greatest scur- 
rier. ‘'It is true that the match 
was a lot different than against 
Schultz-McCarthy,** she said. 
“Against her we had very short 
rallies, but today there were 
some-long rallies and 1 had to 
give a lot of energy.” 

What did surprise the Bel- 
gian, however, was her oppo- 
nent’s approach. In then- 
previous five encounters (all of 
which had gone to the 
Spaniard), Sahchez Vicario had 
started pugnaciously and re- 
treated to a percentage game 
only if things had started going 


wrong. Despite the success of 
this formula, Sanchez Vicario 
turned it upside down and al- 
most sent the form book the 
same wav as well. 

The Spaniard sank into a 
self-destructive trance early 
on. When matters are going 
awry, Sanchez Vicario tends to 
dispute line calls in her own dis- 
tinguishable maimer, stopping 
dead still in a variety of pos- 
tures as if frozen in disbelief. 
For the first set and the be- 
ginning of the second. Court 
One resembled Madame Tus- 
saud's as Appelmans forged a 
6-3, 2-0 ’cad. 

At that point a little man ap- 
peared in Sanchez Vicario s 
head and crashed the cymbals 
together- She immediately 
twitched bade to life, breaking 


both Appelmans 7 serve and 
stranglehold. “At 2-0 down I 
went more for my shots and I 
started being a little more ag- 
gressive and I broke her serve,” 
the Spaniard said. “After that, 
I got more confident and I 
started playing mv own game, 
Hke l should have been from the 
beginning." 

Appelmans also noted that 
her opponent appeared to have 
been plugged into the southern 
grid. “After 2-0 she hit the ball 
harder and did not make mis- 
takes any more," she said. “I 
bad a feeling that I had to do 
something special because I was 
hitting good balls and she was 
bringing everything back.” Just 
over 30 minutes later it was all 
over, Sanchez Vicario steaming 
to a 3-6, 6-2, 6-1 victory. 


Appelmans' post-mortem 
sounded like a rehearsed los- 
er’s speech. It is doubtful she 
had considered a different re- 
sult. “It has been a very good 
week. I did not expect to do so 
well here.” she said. “I have 
been playing well every match 
so no regrets and I think It was 
a good week.” 

Now that she has extricated 
herself from this web, Sanchez 
Vicario • quite • likes her 
prospects. “I've had tough 
matches, but Tm feeling confi- 
dent and I've been playing a lit- 
tle better every natch,” she said. 
“Today sjqatch helped me be- 
cause losing one set and com- 
ing back gives you good 
confidence. I'm glad to have a 
tough match and handle it very 
well at the end.” 


Joy and philosophy from Graf 


YESTERDAYS RESULTS 


After being stalked by obsessive 

devfiled’ty her^fether’s tax 
woes, Steffi Graf can still wax 
lyrical about tennis. 

Even if her life off-court 
reads like a soap opera script, 
Graf is still a woman in love with 
the game that has made her a 
multi-millionaire. Brought up 
short by a reporter’s philo- 
sophical question after she beat 
Martina Hingis yesterday, the 
27-year-old German was asked 
to capture the joy of tennis in 
.two sentences. 

“I’ve been able to have some 
emotional feelings on and off 
the court that were really spe- 


ODAY’S FIXTURES! 


Rugby Union 

Third Student World Ctjj Pool A: France 
v Japan 1 11-30) far HanOAMaans UnM. 
Pool B: Argentina v Wales M.O] fat Lo’ Ver- 
feftf. Pretoria). 

Other Sport 

RACING-- Chepstow (2.0); Muueitnirrti 
12.15). 

TOMS: Wimbledon Championships (All 
-£ngand Lawn Tennis dub, London). 



rial and some incredible wins.” 
she said after coasting into the 
quarter-finals at Wimbledon. 

“I've been able to fulfil a 
dream... 1 have been able to do 
something I really love and 
care about and 1 think many 
people don’t have a chance to 
do that,” she added. 

Graf, her Grand Slam tally at 
19, joked before the tournament 
that she knew enough about in- 
juries to write a medical direc- 
tory. Broken thumbs, sprained 
wrists, torn ligaments, bone 
spurs, stress fractures and 
chipped bones. Her injury list 
reads more like the medical 
records of a steeplechase jock- 


Aihletics 

Emma George, of Austraba. beat her own 
world pole vault record tv one centimetre 
at a weekend meeting in Reims, clear- 
ing 4.42 metres, me women's pate vadt 
win not be contested at the Atlanta 
Olympics but win be on the programme 
far the 1997 Warfd InckJorChargJionsrtDs 
and at the Sydney Olympics In 2000. 

Baseball 

namcNAL LEAGUE; Montreal 6 Fmadeipha 
5; Ota® Cute 6 Ottoman O: St louts 10 
PteDu^i 3: Houston 9 New fork Mels 3; G* 
orado 16 Ids Angeles 15; San Diego 7 San 
Francisco 4; Atlanta 5 Florida 4. 

AMERICAN lEAGUE: Boston 9 Detroit A: 

Toorvo 15 UtaMee 2; Batonoie 9 New 
Yankees 1: Minnesota 5 Kansas City Z Seat- 
tle 4 Tests 3; California 1 Oakland 0; Ow- 
land 4 Chicago White Sm Z 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
EASTERN DIVIStON 

W L Pet GB 

New York 47 32 .585 

BaMmora 42 36 .538 

Toronto 36 44 \45011Va 

Boston 34 45 .430 13 


ey used to hurtling over fences 
at breakneck speed. 

The scars are more than just 
physical. Her father, Peter, is in 
prison feeing charges that he 
evaded paying tax on millions 
of dollars of his daughter's 
earnings. Then there is the 
danger of obsession, which 
spilled over into on-court hor- 
ror in 1993 when Monica Seles 
was stabbed in Hamburg by a 
deranged Graf fen. In June 
last year, a man was charged 
with trespassing at the Boca Ra- 
ton complex in Florida where 
Graf owns a property. 

Mary Joe Fernandez will be 
allowed to compete in this 


month's Atlanta Olympics fol- 
lowing a change of heart by the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee. Hie American had want- 
ed to enter the doubles with Gigi 
Fernandez, defending the title 
they won in Barcelona in 2992, 
but was told she would be un- 
able to compete because the 
United States team already had 
a maximum four members. 

Monica Seles was among 
those who campaigned for the 
decision to be reviewed and the 
International Tbnnis Federa- 
tion announced yesterday that 
“exceptional circumstances" 
had led the IOC to agree to Fer- 
nandez’s request. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


CENTRAL DIVISION 

CTgygfamd 1 


HtawNi 38 

Kansas C«y_____34 

WESTERN DIVISION 

Texas 48 

Seattle 42 

Cafiferoia 41 

Oakland 88 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
EASTERN DIVISION 


Montreal. 
Florida — 


rataMpNa 32 

CENTRAL DMSMN 
stums 4i 


23 56 .284 25 


CWcago— 38 

WlJwi tfi — . . 36 

WESTERN DIVISION 

Son Diego 43 

los Angelas 42 

Cotorado 40 

San Francisco — 36 


31 .613 - 

34 575 3 

39 .505 S*/2 
41 .48110*13 
47 .420 15><a 

32 .600 - 

36 .538 S 

40 506 7Va 
43 .46910i/a 


30 .625 - 

33 588 3 

41 ASB U 

43 .463 13 
47 403 17Va 

39 .513 

40 .512 - 

39 .430 2i/a 

42 .475 3 

44 .450 5 

39 .524 

40 .512 1 

39 .506 Vn 

43 .456 5i/a 


EVENING RACING RESULTS 


MUSSELBURGH 

6j4S: 1. BOBANUTN (R teJenj 4-5 Ur, 
Z LawfiM love 16-1; 3. Red Spectacle 15- 
2. 6 ran. 9, y. 0 Wartwntfit). Tote £1.40; 
£3-00, £6-60. Dual Forecast £820. Com- 
puter Straps Forecast £10. 71. 

7J&ZBLBJHBMTBfflAC£UYfe»efl 
9-4; ZAnfaMeoroia 15-8 for, 3. Contract 
Bridge 9-Z 8 ran. Nk, 2. IC Booth). Tots: 
f 430c £1.40. CLIO, £130. TJr. 5.00. CSF: 
£ 6 . 10 . 

WINDSOR 

630; L TOTAL RACH fW Woods) 9-1 2. 
Cape ngeos 6-1; 3. Noeprob 15-8 fcv. 15 
ran. tfit-hd, stt-hd. (R EngamJ. Tata: £8.70; 
£230. £190. £110. Dual Rrecasc £3730. 
Computer Soa&ir Forecast £6431 Trio: 
£1830. 

730; 1 RUDrs PET U Rod) 5-2 few; Z 
Sous Le Nez 13-2; 3. Levefled 5-1 12 ran. 
2 Vi. 1*. ITT Harmon). Tata: £2.70; £130. 
£230. £190. Dual Forecast £2110. Com- 
pu» Strain Fcrecast £ 2097. Trttx £7460. 
730:1 FANNY'S CHOICE 0m <7N*« 

6- 1 Z Rasefflcra 7-4fe«aSoaiid**l»*t 

7- 2. S ran. 1*. 3-fi. {R Hamav-ToM: ast 
£190. £1.60. OF: £6.40. CSF: 0&Q5. 

■ Gary Hind has emerged bruised 
but otherwise unhurt after his 
sickening tumble from Wen [bridge 


Lad at Doncaster on Sunday. 
Hind, who expects to be on the 
sidelines for no more than a week, 
was knocked unconscious for sev- 
eral minutes when Wentbridge 

Lad clipped the heels of a horse 
in front of him. Tm more than 
fortunate not to have been seri- 
ously injured,” Hind said- “In 
these sort of falls you can easily 

break an arm or a leg. I was lucky 
as well that I was at the back of 
the fidd or I could easily have been 
trampled on.” 

■ The apprentice Chris Cogan 
was taken to Pontefract General 
Infirmary with suspected frac- 
tures of his wrist and leg after a 
fall at Pontefract yesterday. Cogan. 
racing against the inside ran. was 
unseated when his mount. Mill- 
town Classic, stumbled. State Cir- 
cus was discovered to have 
fractured a knee, but hopes are 
high that she can be saved for the 
paddocks. 


Basketball 

Thames Valley Tigers have sigied the 
American pair Casey Arena and James 
Williams. Arena, 22, is a 6ft lin point 
guard, while 26-year-old Williams Is a 
6ft 9in centre. Williams was a con- 
temporary of Sheffield Sharks' Roger 
Huggte at Hawaii ffecific University; Are- 
na has been a key member of the Uni- 
versity of Maine team. 

Bowls 

The Engfah cfenrplon, Jchn Lerrman fccm 
the Crajjjwad dub pi Durham, produced 
a rousing finish to secure a place in the 
final of the British Championships at Ul- 
ster Transport yesterday when he edged 
out Scotland’s Graeme Archer 21-14. 
Archer recovered from 10-5 down rotate 
a 14-12 lead but then saw his hopes 
washed away in a torrential dm/npoir that 
temporarily flooded the geen. Wren play 
resumed HftBrafw-mnxrte delay, Lem- 
man coasted throu^i with a bust of nine 
shots orer the new the ends. 
BWnSHOWRONS M hlUsta-Ranspo^: 
Junior singles sereMteal; M Stewart (Irfi bt 
D B6B (Eng) 21-17. Slopes sanMote J lem- 
man (Eng) M G Archer (Scoj 21-14. Pain 
Mot-final: Scottsttf (( Robertson. A Aftami tn 
Wales IA wmerc. S Wdsttra) 22-19. Triples, 
pce ifcnioa ry (trend: Scotland (C Rcfimond, 
J Herring and G Hood) bt Vtedes (A and J Ap- 
plegate. P Rottms) 19-7. Fours sool-flnat: 
Ireland (1 Stewart. S Cottwff. Q HU. 5 
MorerObcEndandU Pared. M too**, J Mon 
ley. L Prince) 29-24 (Cwrfckfarjpa): Junior 
wipes semHknfc M Bam (SooTk l Not 
(C hannel islands) 21-16. a n gl es , preflref- 
naiy round: N Graham (lit) «M De Carteret 
21-6. Pairs preBmtaaiy roundt Ehgand (M 
Biggs. S Warren] bt Channel Islands (V 
Deny. B Simon) 18-14. Triples s omM lna B: 
Engand (AVWfc,SJones. AAScodt) bt Chan- 
nel Hands (6 Ptuchou, D Bagin, PlngoiHl 
18-13. Foot pretknbieiy round Wales (P 
Jom, PHweCs, R FattirsL G Ayes) K5«t- 

land VHPjX* R Mervlas, D Mdaten. A McW- 

Football 

Uefe, the Eiropean gweming body, yes- 
terday Bfted Its ban on tfte Russian chib 
Torp«Jo Moscow from European com- 
petition. llefa said Torpedo ooirid tale 
part In Europeai competition net time 
they quaBfy. But they sod Torpedo must 
soil pay the Austrian dub Moedfingfdr 
be trarsfa- of Andrei KaHtchev and re- 
fused to lift a £10,000 fine. 

The South African Shaun Bartlett scored 
in the 56th minute id gve the Colorado 
Rapids a 2-1 victory met Los Angeles 
in Denver, the Galaxy's first defeat of 


Man's slogles 

Hotter P Sampras (US) 

Fourth round 

T Henman (GB) bt M Gustafeacn /Sue) 7-6 
6-4 7-6 

J Stotenberg (Aus) be J Masek tSwa) 6-2 7-6 
6-2 

Man’s doubles 

Holders: T WoocBxkfge and M Wood- 
forde (Aus) 

Thhd round 

T W0006WDGE and M WOODFQRDE 14s) bt 
J Grabb R Raneberg (US) 6-4 6-2 6-3 
BMacMe(US)andMTebtua(AuSibiPGAL- 
BW6H (US) and A QtWShy {RUsI 6-3 6-4 

Women's stogies 

Holder. $ Graf (Car) 

Fourth round 

A SANCHEZ VlCARtO (Scam) bt S AppeVnans 
(BN) 3-6 6-2 6-1 

S GRAF (Geri bt M HJNGS (Swi) 6-1 6-4 
J K WTesnor (Am) bt A Fraaer (US) 6-J 6-4 
M PCRC6 (Ft) bt E UWwtseva (Rus) 6-2 6-3 


the Major Leaaie season. RoyWegerie, 
the former QPR sbilrer. opened the scor- 
ing tor the Rapids. 

Mick Wadsworth, the new Scarborough 
manager, has signed the 29-yeor-oW 
former Aston Villa striker Gareth 
Williams, released by Northampton. 
WORLD CUP CONCACAF Grocp Throe 
(Kingston, Jam): Jamaica 2 Barbados 0 Lie- 
males wfn 3-0 on agpagete and quaBfy for 
Grail Three semWhafc wtfi Medea Honduras 
and Sr Vincent, Granadhes). 

MfEROrD CUP Croup Tnc: Tafia ItroGar- 
Mag (Faroe Isles) 0 Urear ASK (AW) 4. Group 
Sbc FC Severe Ssak (Ciuaj 1 Orp^a IS ®«) 
L Bnwp 10: Gaztantepspar (Tuft) 3 Vasas 
SC (Hung) Z 

Goff 

Kelli Kuehne yesterday joined a select 
band to have held both the British and 
American Wamen's Open Amateur golf 
tides at the sane time. In blustery con- 
ditions at Royal Liverpool the 19-year- 
old student from Dallas won the British 
title when she detested 21-year-old 
Wteteh International Ftebecca Morgan by 
five and three at the 18-hote final. 
Four months after the right side of his 
face was paralysed by Ben's Palsy. DA 
Weibring won the Greater Hartford 
Open In Connecticut at the weekend. 
Weibring shot a three- under-par 67 In 
Sinda/s final round to pick up his fifth 
career win. 

isao Aokl shot a five-under-par 66. 
pulling away from the field with Three 

consecutive binflea tod an eagle on the 
front nine for a five-stroke victory in the 
Kroger Senior Classic at Mason, Ohio 
on Sunday. 

Dome Pepper of the United States be- 
came the first woman to m consec- 
utive LPGA events since Britain's l3ura 
Davb two years ago when she took the 
ShopRtte Classic at Somers Point, 
New Jersey by four strokes from Amy 
Benz on Sunday. 

PTONSW (Royal Uwrpool) SereMlreric R 
Mor^n (Manmoitn) tn E Raidtrfe (Sandway] 
4 and 2; K Kuehne (US) « S Bayer (Fr) one 
hole. Ffaafc kuehne bt Morgan 5 and 3. 
GREATER HARTFORD OPEN (CnremeB, 
CunHmjhctfcref scores (US wiesastBE- 

22: 68 65 70 s 7 - w 7 

Kl» 72 68 66 68. 276 P Pnde 70 70 68 
67. F ZoeOer 76 66 66 68. M CaleWKCMa 
71 07 88 69. 27B J Edvards 70 70 68 68. 
M Brtsky 71 72 63 70. 2H B Faton 68 70 
71 6B 278 S Jones 72 6B 71 67; R Malt- 
68; « Sutnerfantf 67 © 72 74. 
ZT9 ft Wrerr 68 71 71 69: J D Blake 71 71 

67 TO: T Tyner 70 70 6B 71; B G#der 66 71 

TO 72; j Daley 64 70 73 7Z 6 oiamMee 


Women’s doubles 

HoWers: J AftMJtna (Cz Rep) and A 
Sanchez Vicario (Sp) 


G FERNANDEZ (US) and N ZVEREVA bt N 
Badtke and R McQutian (Aus) and 6-2 6-1 
P D SMVUE (Au^ and L M Wild (US) bt L M 
RAYMOND (US) and R P Stubbs (Aus) 6-4 
7-5 

Mixed doubles 

Holders: J Sark and M NavmOma (US) 
Second round 

R Beftp tSwe) and K Po (US) bt D Adams 
(SA) and KAGuse (Aus) 7-5 7-6 

Glrfs’ slogles 

Hrat round 

N Dectiy |FH bt K Tnska (Swe) AG 6-3 6-3 

E Routonara (GB) btS Koreoc (Gap 1-66-3 
6-0 

Seeded players In CAPITALS 


72 68 67 72. 280 B B^art 73 70 71 66: 
L Jaruen 73 66 72 89; R Freeman 68 72 71 
69: W Lew 69 89 72 70; C Beck © 71 70 
70; P Burke 70 67 72 71; R Gamez 71 68 
66 75. 

FORD ORDER OF MERIT (GBorW ontass 
stated): 1 L Darios £56,250; 2 C H) Koch 
(Swa £38.000; 3 L Hackney £32 SOB; 4 H 
AJfredsson iSwel £26350; 5 M lum (Aus) 
£19347; 6 M KocfMGer) £17387; 7 S 
Gustafson (Swe) £16.726; 8 M Lde Loren 
o (Fr) £16.663: 9 P Meunrer Lebouc (Fr) 
£16,518; 10 S Wau&i (Aus) £14.661; U 
N Goto (Aus) £1403Z 12 R Hedren%ten (Aus) 
£13.850. 

SOUtBM CUP STANDINGS: 1 Mi De 
Lorena SSOpts: 2 L Dawes 676; 3 L Hack- 
ney 550; 4 L Favtiougi 520: 5 A Sorenstan 
C9*B) 393: 6 A Nichotas 364, 7 P Meuver 
Lebouc 363: 8 J Fortes 349: 9 J Matey 337: 
10 KOnm (Dor) 324; LI M Koch 311: 32 
S Gusretsan 278. 

Olympic Games 

Entree, the youtgKt African nation which 
won independence from Ethiopia in 
1991, is to send two cydiso to Atlanta 
as their first representatives Jn the 
Olympic Games. 

Rugby League 

Dsan Han, the Bamfeytmad suspended 

for 15 months for (Btng w efoow to an 
opponent's head, b to appaaUm Friday. 
The London Broncos captain, Teny Mat- 
terson. tas had an operation on his threat 
after taking a blow there In the match 
against Bradford on Saturday. 

Safffpg 

Britain's Soling keel boat trio of Andy 
Beadsvrerth, Barry Parittn and Adrian 
Stead haw won the North American 
Champfonsh/ps at Marblehead. Mass- 
achusetts. They were fourth in the fleet 
racirft qualifying easily for the match 
race finals, eliminating Norway's Her- 
man Johannessen in The semi-Hnai be- 
fore beating the Russian boat of Georg 
Shadouko 2-0 in the final. Shirley 
Robertson was second m the Europe sln- 
gfe-hander at the last pre-Olympic re- 
gatta at nearby Hilton Head, beating 
many of her prospective Olympic 
opponents. Ben Ainslie was fifth in the 
Lasers, Rtehard Stenhouse an improving 
fifth m the Finn. 


Tennis 

ROOK TOUR (meand): Man* Mu fl. 
n ate N Nash (Auu « N Jones (Herefunl & 
Worcestershire) 6-3 7-5. Women s stages n. 
nat L AH (Devon) beat EKtkh (Ate) 6-3 6-4. 




Court circular 


of Belgian tree 


Sabine Appcfarans 

was knocked out 
in the fourth round 
of the women’s: 

competition ' yes- 
terday bar her defeat to 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario cer- 
tainly was not due to a lack 
of fitness. 

Appelmans, 24, die Belgian 
No 1, is the latest sports- 
woman to produce a fitness 
video, which is selling fast in 
the Netherlands and her - 
homecountry. 

“I was honoured to be 
asked to do it,” Appehnans re- 
vealed. **T enjoyed it, the main 
motivation certainly wasn’t 
money- We filmed the whole 
one-hour video in - it’s 

a nrixttue of dance and fitness 
and was fun to make.” 

The 5ft 6in left-hander has 
~ a chie ved almost cult status in 
Belgium, and despite ranking 
just 28 in the world, her fame 
puts her alongside Belgium's 
best sportsmen and women. 

Appelmans. Belgium's 


fe I99L has surpassed all 
her ea^ctatioos at Wnnhw- 
tosing in the fiftt 
found-aHer faw three at- 
tempts. ;.. ■ . . 

She looked set for perhaps 
her greases wetoty jp«terday. 
leading 2-0 in the second set 
after takHtt fife first againsL 
Sanchcz'WaJwaaty to lose 
11 straight games, although 
she stffl picked mp £22,700 as 
- a fouxth-rotmdfesea-iHer fit- 
ness certain cfcaaetothe fore - 
after a punishing three see 
win over the 11th seed; Biro-, 
da Schultz-McCarthy, in 
round three. - 

After fak in g the first set 
7-5, she tost- the-seoond 6-3 
and only made it through af- 
ter winning the dcoding sef an 
incredible 12-ltt . 

. “The fitness .wort I pit if 
obviously helps my tennis, 

she says. ^But probaWy mast ; 
my co-ordination. Filming it 1 
was also a nice change from ! 
tennis.*' 



A spectator keeps warm dratog another stoppage at 
WferMedon yesterday , - . . Photo^aph: David. A^idown 

Sampras highly strung 


Pete Sampras, who 'is re- 
nowned for his methodical 
and professional approach to 
bis spartj leaveslittle to chaaoe. 

‘ He has- sbr rackets strung ) 
every day. whether or not he 
gets on court He alsohas his 
rackets strung nt the highest .. 
tenaon of an the players, 7Ub. 7 
r The higher the tension the 
more, control a player has, 
while less tenson means more 
power. Stefan Edberg has his 
rackets strung to 511b and 
Derrick Rostagno to 331b. 

. The first forged tickets of 
the championship were dis- 
covered yesterday. Club offi- 


cials, working with the police 
on the championship’s anti- 
tout operation, mtercepted 
IQ Centre Court tickets valued 
•:at £72 a pair, and being of- 
fered by touts at £200 a pair. 

Christopher Gorringe, the 
chib’s chief executive, said: “I 
" urge most strongly that people 
should not buy tickets from 
unauthorised sources. Forged 
tickets win be confiscated and 
the holders denied access to 
thegrounds. Thepubhcare re- 
minded that any tickets other 
than Centre Court deben- 
tures are invalid if bought 
from an onauthofised source.'’ 


THE SEEDS' PROGRESS 


SINGLES 

HoWen : 

Pete Sampras 
(United States) 


WOMEN’S 

SINGLES 

Holden 
Steffi Graf 
(Germany) 


2 B DECKER a AMASS! . 411 IVArteZVC: 2 M SELES 3 C IMOTMEZ 4 A SANCHEZ 
tty/ta tf wns r RnHwicfool NErtowwnom SocoreMnsitf Nncopponetit Nnonwm 
.fos*&Gaman a tends orjfeRaftar tiefcat-ts Stu- R4Q0® ’tjFWtesnerw 
out ..DougFtoi . bentoffl 












SYKRfBMOV 6HCHAHQ BJCOUWSt BA HUBER GiNOVOW 7CRUBW 
tettUMain^ Ftoawd»« 1993 nnaSst Lost m R3 to Next opponent vwon wnh 
Tm» Henman - tieatwi by loo bi R1 to Sugyams da Hv-fVwibdc wrist izikirv 
mikstiam AJbenoCosa JorwanaoSteV iwHy^onate 




9TEN0VIST 10 M SUCH UW FBdSRA 
Beaten tiy Neat opponent Lout * R3 to 
wasftn^Dn 84 hrcuceh GusdsEon 




yr rafV' i ; uomm 



“ ; WUg " UB SCHUUZ 12 K DATE 12 N PIERCE 

Beaten, by Nat opponent R3 to beaten ui Ne»oppcnait Next opponent 

7 *® wn -TW AJrianssor Wter ramd thKfi by. (AartViej- - R 4 - 

Acp8fmans - • LMwvt»vo 



gjljl. ' I ^ 


-fr;--'- 


"gr.Ti-fffl 


• QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

‘I hit almost every re- 
tum wrong.' Marti- 
na Hingis on being 
unable to cope with 
the spin-enhanced 
second serve of the 
defending champion, 
Steffi Graf. 


STATISTICS 
OF THE DAY 


50 - the seconds it tot 
Goran Ivanisevic to w 
second game again 
Patrick Rafter. 

4 ~ the aces served ! 
Steffi Graf against Martii 
Hirtgjs. 

23 - consecutive Wimbt 
don matches won by Pe 


_I _0 DAY’S WEATHER 
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sport 


German 
epic tale 
of beer 
halls and 
Bierhoff 

Fans celebrate 
Germany's coming 
home in riotous style. 

Imre Karacs 

reports from Bonn 


“Football is coming home,” 
crewed Germany's media yes- 
terday, twisting the knife in 
England’s wounds by usurping 
the Euro 96 slogan. After six 
lean years, Berti Vogts' first ma- 
jor trophy as manager of the na- 
tional squad was delivered to 
the fans shortly after noon. 

The plane had been inex- 
plicably delayed, like the win- 
ning goal in the final but for the 
crowds on the tarmac it was 
jgorth waiting for. One by one 
the shattered players limped 
down the steps, goalie Andreas 
Kopke carrying the silverware, 
followed by the hobbling figure 
of Dieter" Eiits, whose knee 
had turned rigid during Sun- 
days match. 

Jurgen Klinsmann and com- 
pany wore sober suits and sport- 
ed a sober demeanour - no 
complaints from Lufthansa so 
far. But some of the fans had 
gone a long way towards emu- 
lating their English rivals in the 
previous night’s wild celebra- 
tions. Riots erupted in several 
cities after Oliver Bierhoff 
scored his “golden goal". 

In Diisseldorf, Essen and 
Berlin, intoxicated fans pelted 



McGhee snaps up 
•bargain’ Williams 


Football 

mark burton 


Oldham have rejected an of- 
fer of £200,000 from Evertan 
for the £lm-ratcd Chris Makin. 
the former England Under _1 
fall-back who is out of contract 
at Boundary Park- . • 

Stoke are considering an in- 
fer of £450,000 from Sheffield 
- the former 


club 


ciuu after almost a aecauc. ^ faem £l-5m. 

Molineux will The Scotland defender Tom 

McGhee, and his assistants: 


Photograph: Reuter 
Football’s 


have wanted more than 

£ « also boon 
Czech Republic's Petr Kouba, 

United for -c h™, 

ings Welsh mtematwnal de- GaiyC haries.whohasa broken defender Lee 

fender, to Mobneux. ankle, yesterday confirraediheir ^ d 

The 24 -ycar-old ^ntrc b^UC J ^ sporting. “££3 Spackman is leasing 

signed a four-year. d^aficr d^ ^ rtueuese international fall- *6 lQ join Sheffield Unit- 
^.SMS'TSSE -ho Chekeato^ ^ 

hand man. Kendall has twen 
lookin® for a new assistant 
since Adrian Heath left for the 

h0 S” could ye. 
having worked together “There were Continental h ■_ nlanned 80.000- 

Sr^gap^mo^a^ ^^erested but my .fast the city 

iSjSun “If 1 had choice was to remain here if the capaa y^^ than mc , ve to 

P, M C him P ai rKu, I would terms were correct. Gateshead. The Premiership 

sold him at Reaoing, _ . faave m \cd they couH 

leave St James’ Park, their 
home since 1892 but which 
thev say is too small to meet the 
demand for rickets, and move 

keep the Magpies in their home 
city have formulated a plan to 
allow the club to use land thgt 
the public has had access to for 
centuries. Under the proposal, 
the dub build a new stadium, ice 


Boyd has signed a new five-year 

S^wid.&luc-Bc ? dh 3 d 


England campaign to 
host 2006 World Cup 


Se rm a„ fans taRe their European - MU " iC '’ 

Thu, was ,hr signal tor 

slfs SSSSSs 

fied t? manure to soft goals let in by 


Enel and has launched its bid to 

bring the World Cup home m 
2006 after the triumph i of Euro 
96 both on and off the field, 
convinced the Football Associ- 
ation to rival Germany for the 


entering the arena, Kelly said- 
Uefa will not want a spUt 
European vote which could let m 
African South America so they 
will try to broker the sort ofcom- 
^rfase which in 1990 saw 
France take the 1998 Wo^dCup 


enbauer. remembered for his 
style as much as his winning 
ways, did not hide his disap- 
pointment: “The German team 
were a long way from playing 
the most beautiful football” he 
said. “But they played effi- 
ciently." 

There was, fortunately, one 
hcaulifat moment to savour in 


it's coming home 
coming home." With that over, 
the bottles were Gnally_ opened. 


spilled into the streets, defying 
Germany's strict laws on silence 

after 10pm. . , 

Cars hooted thetr horns in 
the Ku'damm, Berlin's mam 

shopping sneeufausp^cdftc 


All this was broadcast live on 
television. ZDF. the second 
channel, had thrown out Us 


overturned cars. One wonders 
what might have happened if 
Germany had lost . 

Most fans admitted that on 
the night Germany had played 
poorly, and were a whisker 
away from defeaL “Great result, 
lousy play" was one typical 
comment. ^Kaiser" Franz Beck- 


|UUUU£, ms 

ball's slow journey off the keep- 
er's hands across the line that 
appeared to last an eternity. The 
German television commenta- 
tor was caught speechless. 
“Bierhoff shoots_.Oh, Germany 
are European champions, he 
shouted seconds later, his voice 
betraying total disbelief. 


season, and the beer halls of 
Munidi stayed open riu the ear- 
ly hours. 

Thousands more were wav- 
ing flags yesterday at Frankfurt s 
rpflin square, the Romer, to 
welcome the conquering heroes. 
Frankfurt had yearned for sue 


kmbssss asses©* esrsawg 

ssssssssfi 

Sunderland have borrowed 
£6m, which will guarantee the 
completion of the ,!? u k s 
stadium. The N^.Bank, a 
subsidiary of the B* nk f °*jJ c 5i 
land, has agreed a loan re- 
payable over 10 years with the 

dU FVomoted to the Premiership, 
the chib now has the £15mjt 

yesterday of theGoveran-, 

siss— S sSssks® -s^5sii?s sSgSas 

ping 120 minutes against Eng- f Ih n somewhat limited hosts in 1974. to ep y. National Heritage Secre ry, paay their preS ent 

tmm s§& 

he^ off: “It’s coming home, 


their keeper, Kopke 

The entire city yesterday ap- j-— • devo iio g the entire 
peared to have congregated in replays, commentary, 

£,nt of the red-bnek town hall. in . d eplh re- 

Somebody had misplaced the of the homecoming. 

^Politicians jostled to bask t 


last held in this country i 

“It's the next logical step for 
[iS,"Grahaiu Kelly, to eFA chief 
executive, said yesterday No- 
body can question any longer 
our ability to stage the bluest 
sporting events in the world. 

Lennart Johansson, presi- 
dent of the governing body, of 
European football, Uefa, im- 
pressed by “a new spirit of Ufr 
trance” in the last three weeks, 
me t with KeDy yesterday to dis- 
cuss England's candidature. 
The first battle will be to per- 


With Belgium and the 
Netherlands hosting the next 
European Championship, and 
japan and Korea awarded me 

1002 World Cup, there has 

been much talk of a joint bid 
with Scotland or helped 

hv National Lottery funds but 
Kelly ruled that out at Uus 
stage. “With all due respect to 
Scotland, 1 don’t really want to 
go down that road." 

There was the added boost 


time. 


COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: Yorkshire return to 

Gough finishes storm 
off defiant tail 




FA and advise t hem that we are 

the weather takes it toll in most matches 


brings 

respite 


DEREK HODGSON 


HENRY BU3FELD 


reports from Worcester 

Yorkshire 321 & 266- T dec, 
Worcs 355-9 dec & 1—1 
Yorkshire w on by 111 runs 

A brilliant innings by Michael 
Sevan on a turning pw* «P 
Yorkshire for a victory that 
gives them a 16-point lead ^er 
Kent at the head of the Cham- 
piorLship, with Kent having a 
game in hand. Set^yjS 
tershtre 233 in what became oO 


er of stroke must have left the 

close field, usually five men, a 

bag of nerves. Worcestepfare reports from Southend 
were handicapped by thetoss Surrey 476-8 dec & 167-2 
Illingworth, who cut a finger on Essex 425-9 dec 
his right hand trying to stop a Mafch drawn 

bv White, at mid-on. - — 

before Bevan's dts- 


drive 
shortly 

missal, fifth out. . tTTj _ 

Worcestershire s thought was 


overs, they' reduced them to 28 


Vfith the first inning? not yet 

on i7oTr u ^v£T«^ jaasissssss 

balls had been bowled beforea achieved on the 

STwas scored, dim^ wtach something 

time Phil Weston had been o.| for players and spec- 

mi5S ed-ash3rpchanceto'OT- .fc.ifore. when a 

eroff Darren Gough. £erce thunderstorm brokeovj 


nAWDlUWHmi 

reports from Lord's _ 
Middlesex 413 
Warwickshire 445-9 dec 
Match drawn 


Appalling weather and a 
marked reluctance by either 
side to give the other even a 
glimm er of hope of victory saw 
events petering out m\o a poor 
draw. Both sides ended up 
going through the motions, all 
of them slow. 

There was the odd high spot- 
Phil TtrfheU took a catch that 


_ Weekes having 

brought laughter fromthe scat- ^Snf— ef Edmond 

terfagof Relators as well as later on ate to themiddle. could not complete his opernn^ 

gufews from his team-m^^-h mtfnell emerged stmg^ing for ““ over after tweaking 

accounted for Paul Smrth, who 


had hoisted a delivery from 
Angus Fraser mtofae iono- 
sphere overw^ midwictet.gjt 

the ropes, m front of the 

em Stand, Tufaell tottered fast 
one way then another before col- 
lapsing under the ball. 

As he lay triumphant, flat on 


rte nas #26 at la^!^ th^tadlort a farther^ tjw became 

S2SSSSS 

Asneiaymuui F ua«H ‘Tf 51 so many overs time. ^ Then Michael Btaojd, ««« “ d a good-looking 37 

hislrack, he raised the hand that v^ lo st -aS of 102, on ^ckei hi an unb^iken partnership of 

hol^Ws dg3ietteswith the ball ta y . there took fas fast ta-cto»wrcKet g9 ^ Mark Ramprakash. 

“h^VSfbS^SS JfriSe hope of savaging ^ re h f ^SlrfttheMid- MerdfuUy. more ram then cu 

s^^Srass sgSo ggaa -p— — - 

That was the nmtn ■ ■ B. r 


proceedings short. 



frustration as the tail 
while black clouds arcled the 


Tom 


^Thedav began and ended in 


Church’. — „ 

S^.S E ^no h %- 

SSleg before .0 Retard 

Stem p’ s second bail. 

oJris Silvetwood’s seanung 

removed Weston and Reuben 
removiAi York- 


16 The day had begun with the 
sort of unfathomable mystery 


which is so peculiartoc 1 ^^ 

Al 425 for 8, still 51 behind Su^ 

THirrford lad>- «em jnop- ^an^J^lSTrluS 

struck into the hands of short 

Sown tor ho n»»JS5££: Sire into U-eJas. hour sod 


•f 

f£ 


%£***££££££ 

Ad^ u^redictab^ taungt 

work a ies»- Revan and 
bound partn rs. overs 

WTute addtd w of 


extra cover. . 

tersnuc ^ f atas i. At this point, Paul Fncnaro 

might have stayed but for a rasn ^^^hishaiid forced ty the 
3 off Michael Vaughan, the ^ lasl mao, John 

bai Mratos«?w ogj-j-ssfiga 




another 20 minutes 


Smghw^recaUedtovrintwo 

■«-- decisions with 1U 


Twelve 


more Ibw 

minutes remaining. 
Worcestershire batsmen per- 
Xdin this manner m. -be 




wnuc -nners. one oi 

against wo ,pmner^ e pthcr isn eu - — ^ 7 ^ either 

!5SS^ : -" Shavebeenborei 


- 

4\ i 

/ ■£ Jsl; 

l/'?' 


Burham dampener 

out in the last over he- 

-, re ,«nch when called far a 

iU ick single by T^HanooA. 


DurhaIt! 0 al S CheTie?-le-lfrSi 

when ram al J- . ^ chance 

ol seeunng ln e “ 0 f the 

SKSthema.U.efool 


m an emergency, but this was 

not deemed to be one. 

So, by the time Surrey began 

their second innings 13 mmotK 

had evaporated and Essex were 

^ re 51 behind. Aflerbowlmg 

sssssasi 

Butcher, the Essex openmg 
bowlers gave way to spm- 
For the next 50 overs. Such, 
Paul Grayson (orthodox slew 


Brttandc Assurance 
County Championship 

Hnal day of four 

Dnrtiam v GtooMWtOTdUro 

iirnm uK IWgr- Pttwm **" 

with OtoDcesto™** 0 U»- 
won mss 

DURHAM - fin* 1«*«B 175 (A MSnrth 

aSlcEsrawHiiiE- i«^ 166 r 
H C Hancock 65 nol- « 

BsassaaffligsB 

anucesreRSHiRE - second limine 

(Saiutlayi 39 lor 0) „ 

NJTWWlWbBlWl ^ 

T H C Hancock not out 14 

r 1 Dm S5 , l5 0 Srfn“' "'!:!!!!!! 12 

Fitras 003. wl, nDol ,co 

TOM fterX « 150 


Mt A D Brown. A J HolfioakBjBP 

SlS^tGJWwy. M P BtCkneH. RM p«w- 
Cowan 2-O-B-O; 
,SJS ! 1 S«-0:Suc*t24.W6-l;law 

D J Constant and AOWteon. 

WORCESTER Tod»W» CZSpM ***' 
WMcestsnUK (8) by U1 ntns. 

YOfWWre ww »ss «, n. ft Be- 

WO^EgTERSHfitE-RrsttantseaMB^ 


■t** -0 * 0 * v *’"*£!?«- 

UDimc Mkfeaam (®pt*l -ra *' "* ,h ** 

wtctaMra(lO). 

WWW)lclt5MR E_»st Wdnes 
(Saturday: 388 tor 5) m 

D R Biwn 0 Fay — r?”‘ " io 

SMPofiochcBioiimO Fraser n 

|M Bums c Fraser b Tu»»l — 

PA SrrWi c Tidnell 0 Fraser — 

M Edmond nrt 

G C Snw« rot out 


J2X 


(bl. ®2A.ntxia)- 


8 

a 

_—ar 


6-2-15-0; BaWmdSB ‘ 
Sg^S^nondVAHom. 

Wmm Sur- 

53». 

gssgx - Ftret tnnkifis 

(Saturday: 425 tar S' g 

M C Hon no* ow — - o 

PM Su«3i c sub d Jj*® 1 ^4 

WfStMJHQtM*... , 



away, chan 

to time. One 


ends from time 

never feU the 


q T»moon, 

SBtfSSBSSi a^SSSS 

oni to add to his unbeaten 65 which ha d «™rf 

in the first mntng^ . faree short hold-ups before th 

India’s preparauonsforjhr dedsive thunderstorm, had the 


of the table. chasing a 

SSS^ 


222-1 - , 
oahe 4-1-M- 

SURREY - Second tar*W» -sq 

Oj^otefl c Hyssan b jj 

M A Butcna not out » ™- — "“ 33 

*AJSw«atcLflwbWJCh u 

gp Thome nMout — ;;;_ e 

Extras (03.1® 1R 7 

Total (tori 55 cnere) " 

Fan: 1-62. 2-133- 


SSTKSa; »sr 1X81 

Rhodes 51: C E SHwnwood 5-72). 

TORKSWRE - UMtn*® 

(Saturday. 88 for 01 

M D Mowjn ft** bSote nW-^-^^ go 

M P Vartan c Moody 0 Mwe*™ 1 „ 

M G Bman c Weston 0 Chun* 1 =' 

A Mcfirah cQj** oUUngwotth -jj 

C WhnB c snertyar o Soorti 

tR J Btafcey c s^> 4 

D Gough notout— ;;;i3 

Extras lt>5. 107, wl) — ; «s 

JSffla’SS, KJSlss^S 

J Hanley. C E W Sfcwwood. 

^SSawtyar 9-2-27-0; EBs 6-2-200; 

oXl-2; Lampta <1-0-10-0: 

Church frO-27-2. 

WORCESTHiSH | RE - S®co«d lnal«i#' 

W PC Wesron c Bjes b SiMerwood ^ 

M J CJMCh town rr — "jQ 

7 S Curos c Biatoy b Goufift " 

*t m Moody b* b Stemp . 

K R Spuing Ibw b ShWJ*iod«j.- 

V S Sotarto c Sevan h Vau^ian ****** -‘“' 

tsj Rhodes low b Stamp T? 

S R Lahtxn Kw * .0 

SWKBfccBewnbSMfm) 4 

R K ramsiwnh rwj out " 0 

A Shertyar Ibw b Gough r--- - 

Mn. rhfi ibB. wl. nb6) — ■ — 


S5SS5iwstarf‘ 

109-1; Tufndl 

mMiESEX - Second l«**i*s 

P n weekes IW b Edmond --A* 

j C Hanwon tow 0 _5mai , 9 

j c Pooley b Smsl - — ~ 5? 

M R Ramprakash not out ^ 

RL Johnson not out *» 

Extras Ib5. tol. wl- ,5? 

Total (far 3. 35 oxwb) 

BSifcfcWW 1 DCar^Ra^ 


Xetley ChaHenge 

FkvtUtayof three 

Cta»o*«an vPak^» 
PONtTPRBOt OanioiXsn rXawtMBi PWdstan. 

SSS^-^W^tSPJames 

i£3s»J8 

BUVMOR6AH- Second trmtag* 

sf2sr«s?i»-H»- -j. 

A P Danes «* out - ”"_ M 

G P BuuJxef noi «a — _g 

Mm (wl. non on 

StfewamMS 


D James 5-7*). 
u&hpshiRE - Fbst Inntafis 
SSSSM3tar» _.. 3 7 

M J Thur^eld not out 


Extru (b6, Ib5. WL 
Total (58 ow»l 


ihradrofle R Jufan and D R Shephenl. 


s P Tittteid 

terOdwSmwct TStara^d gfc l«asi*a 
(Spts) draw with Somaraa* 1*)- 

CbamptoMsMgtabto^ ^ ^ 

roiw*?f8) 9 5 a 
3 2 

3 1 

4 2 
2 1 
3 3 

3 3 
2 1 
2 3 
2 2 
1 1 
1 1 
2 4 
1 « 

1 3 


5E&S& 1 

mMernd) B 

Ese&x (5) 7 

Somerset (9) 8 
Hants 113) b 

ESSffi(4, 7 7 

eumoei 7 
(tatiiMTts (3) 8 
Wores 110) 7 

Gtoucs 161 ' 

(17) 9 


1 2 
0 5 


FIRST- 


|f^U««)nb«d*te. 


GES 


2 28 26 140 

4 20 2512L 

3 26 27 110 

3 25 23 105 

1 15 IB 101 

5 25 28 MO 

2 17 28 99 

2 16 27 97 

4 26 20 90 

3 15 30 

2 19 19 

5 21 21 
5 20 20 
1 19 15 

3 19 24 

3 13 24 

4 9 25 
4 14 32 


78 

73 

71 

89 

68 

62 

62 

56 


%j^& , wSS£' sssrL — "-"-jj 

20-1^73-1; Raju 23-3-75-1: Gan0ily &6-5-1. 

IS^ and W J LVom. 

Other matches 

RnafdayofWee 

Kent v Oxford lh Hvera^r 
CANTERBURY: Kant draw w«t 0*lonl Uni- 
varatty. 

SSSSwaarr-pw mm f- 

^_MI«*»200tarOdocffiPW. 
Ml 13400. CD wash 56no). 

OXFORD UNnftMnY - Second bwuga 
lOvame*: 28 fo» 1) 7 

I J SuftSfe cW&ab Wren 

ACRKtayttjnout 5R 

G A Khsn rwt out “"g 


sssaes?ssrssg 

Jones 9-2^3-0; House 

utwvatSnT- Second 

•R Q Cahe c PtaSfB b Kfltey - 

R 0 Jones fbw b 

A Smgt b Matw-Jenkns 

P j Deaton no* out — 20 

W J Hou» not out — “* j 

A R WMJA N J Haste. 

G r Motto. R W Temwnt. tM J Bute. 

8-1-31-2; MaftuvJenWns 

^sxspsspsssi 

iS,re 164 tar 6 v Mxidtesex 

Starting today 

Varsity match 

Thrca-days: ll- 0 

lflBDS:Cairtnd8»U»«^ 

Other match 

bain HOGe TROPHY (Owwlay. ^ 

Icy: Yorietxre v Lancashire. 


/CMonaunweisty. 


W S KendaS c and b Fulton — 

tJN Batty not out. 


^ ,L V “^morion unfa 4 ju p- Southampton, wneit 

. „ "> rum mute breax w. 


er Hussain at backward short leg 
when the score “ d , 

Alec Stewart was caughtoffbai 

and pad at ally point off Such 
at 133. Otherwise, there was the 
Butcher play 


QuagficKton: So mrWlgS 


ther 20-minutc o«» Hampshire Ruffled ^ ^ chance to see Buicuer m 

I -umps were drawn at _5->0 first innings at 383fo9m sflme ^ strokeson both i sides 

Gloucestershire on lj»0 f ® for jponse to India s t^rfof 3b of ^ wicket as he continued 

Thev began the dayo ^ 5 made on *e firet dw* ^ ^ being for him a splen- 

no ticket and lost a vrtdret^ Their last pan, did seascttL albeit m relatively 

ball tiie sfauf- field and Stuart „ D j tbe uncompetitfr’e cir 

tod through the ISpversof to + u ^ mbalb 

. i a^rivs his stumps 


_ circumstances. 

tea unuu^ — - -- . at h b faced 166 balls hitting one 

morning afandUibmsinlns&notoiJt 
lunch washed out the 43 (fafaenes were pos- 

“ "The first hint or u, '; f ^ 77' l der of the match- able on the final day of Pak- 

s^sssJ-ri; »ss , “«S 

*2-2Jf35? ffiZESriSS Sjs-j-m*.*- 


ned across 


bright B^its to reach 

against iweiyj u u^f««*he- 


“75^jall half-century 


; before bc- 


when the mate 
as a draw. 


S U* (SonwrsaU 
S Ganguly tineftai 
OPTbupe i.Stfieyl 
M G Sevan ivotte) 

A N Aytw* (Hano 1 
r T Robinson {Wmts’ 

AJ Hofioahe (Surrey! 
MAButriwriSwrejrt 
SGLawl&sati 
soilojdrLanes) 

A Habib (teas) 
PDBdwtarfSomereeu 8 
M D M rcf 1 " ffOWS) ® 


12 


M 

7 

5 

8 15 

9 17 
8 12 

7 13 
3 14 

8 15 
8 14 

6 a 

8 U 
14 
12 


NO Rub* ns U»50 
3 679 167* 2 5 

6 578 131 
3 1033 1B5 
3 1134 160* 

6 459 113 


2 4 
5 3 

3 8 


C J Mam* LDertysl 
jjVffattskerfLacS) 

GAKtanKMUmvi 
QAC#0«*»lESS8U ' 

T M Moody iWfflCSI 9 
N H FbbteoOter iLjncS'a 
H Monte ifeasrt) 7 

*fifer.ciBSK3f su: 


10 16 
S 12 

9 n 


789 

771 

948 

936 

446 

556 

668 

605 

965 

660 


184 

128 

160 

153 

241 

215 

207 

213 

239 

218 


539 101* 
777 149 
709 212 
413 l* 4 
£46 20r 


M 

113JJ6 

S&33 

86.08 

BlM 

7BJ50 

71-72 

70.09 

67.71 
6&S5 

63.71 
61-77 

60.72 
B0J50 

6031 

60.00 

59JB8 

69-76 

59.08 

59.00 

58.72 


Bowling 

QuaUficaaM." 20 wfctels 

Own 

HAEaBaffl ftto»a 154-3 
C A Walsh IQOUCS) » 

D R law iKenu ii 393 20 

K D Janos (Hantsl 157-5 31 
A 1 Horn* (De*bjs) 165.0 ^ 

MWABoynelGiOUCslMS-l g Ml -5 

S0RosaiSomereeD2MJ 

PJ Martin LLancs) 

ESHGktdtolSUSSegO^^ ®0g 

fisr-sss 
IKK- « s- 

S U PoBock (Watel 305-| £ ^ M 
D fbBrt* iWiddt W7-2 
BKVPimOdlWtei -^9-3 
GCWPPK»‘Lancsl 1«« 

D R Brown (Wads) 2M- 

MJ McCa0w ,KertJ 253.1 


M Rtns WSwlOw Best Aw 
4 1 6-65 12-79 


26 589 23 
47 610 23 

34 584 22 

54 684 26 
gj 844 31 


1 fi-36 17.08 
0 6-57 1&50 
0 5-33- 19J6 

5- 74 1AJ65 

6- 40 2ua 
5-32 2U64 

7- 47 22^3 

7- 50 22J» 
5-53 23.00 

5- 57 2342 

6- 51 2334 
4-15 2430 

8- 73 2632 

6-56 2SL48 


1 8-22 25j60 
0 5.76 2B4S2 

0 5-64 26J» 

1 6-52 26J69 
05-101 27-22 


InW) 


-4 


Total (to 4 dee. SU «w« 

z& 1 sx^aet S ]*^ 

Umpires: G 1 Burges end P WMy- 

Sossexv Cambridge Unlv 
HOVE: Sussex draw with Cambridge Udl- 
wcsRy. 

Sussei won mss _ 

SUSSEX -rest tantee* 399 to 4 de c JP 
^^185. KNe weiim no. M PSpeg« “J- 

CAhBRBX5£W8VBlSITY-Btotanjng|321 

tor 3 dee (A Smg|) 157, ET Snmh 100). 

SUSSEX - Sseand hminc& 

(OvenVgjTfc 132 tor 01 

T A Radford b Ten rani— — " 

JW Hale Bids bTamem 

RHRaonutout — rs 

MPSpe^t notout 

off ici'brti'^p' Mn««- * 

Kntfws. R S C Mww-Jer***. N C Pn*p*. 
a D EowanJs. R J Hiftfey- 


th^npepenpett 

CRICKET 

LINES 

International 
Tour Line 
0891 881 485 

All Counties 
News and Results 
0891 525 075 

Derbyshire 0891 525 370 
Durham 0891 »25 371 
pttw ■ 0891 d25 372 
Glamorgan 0891 525 373 
CWrics. 0891 52a 374 
Hampshire 0891 525375 
Kent 0851 32a 376 

0891 525 381 
0891 525 382 
0891 525 383 
0891 525 384 
0891 525 385 
0891 525 386 
0891 525 387 


Northants 
| Notts. 

I Somerset 
ISuirey 
Sussex 
Warwicks. 
Worcs. 
Yorkshire 
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Graf delivers 
the message 
to Martinas 
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GUY HODGSON 


It was debatable yes- 
terday as to which 
opponent got short- 
er shrift from Steffi 
Graf. They were both called 
Martina and both posed ques- 
tions of the Wimbledon cham- 
pion that she might have 
preferred not to answer. Each 
was dispatched with a dismissive 
gesture from a blunt object 
Martina n, aka Hingis, was 
walloped, 6-1, 6-4, to wholly and 
ruthlessly avenge one of onfy 
two blots on Graf’s record this 
year, a defeat at the Italian 
Open. Martina I (Navratilova) 
was also thoroughly routed, al- 
though it was not a racket that 
caused the damage this time. 
The weapon the police were 
looking for in relation to the 
grievous bodily harm by Graf 
was her tongue. 

“She’s lucky she doesn't have 
to live with them,” Graf said of 
her injuries after a report in an 
American paper stated that 
Navratilova had claimed the six- 
times champion was faking a 
wounded knee to provide an ex- 
cuse in the event of her being 
beaten. “I think she should 
know better than to say these 
things,” Graf said. 

“We saw each other in the 
locker-room two days ago and 
she said she was sorry the way 
it was put. She didn’t really 
mean how she said iL There’s 
no bad feeling. I don’t worry too 
much about that at alL" 
Game, set and scratch to 
Graf, which was pretty much 
how it was when she appeared 
on court She had a grudge to 
settle - a 6-2, 2-6, 2-6 defeat on 
the day of Rome in May - and 
she began her work against 
Hingis as if the 15-year-old 
Swiss girl’s behind was within 
range of her racket. 

She always gives her fore- 
hands a healthy thump, but 
yesterday the ball positively 
sizzled off the strings, scorching 
into the corners and peppering 
the lines. If Graf had been 
serving even half-decently. 


VEST 


DA 


Henman into last eight with 
straight sets win over Swede 

Graf puts young Swiss pretender 
in her place 


/Tn Sanchez Vicario recovers from 
a set down to reach last eight 


squeamish supporters would 
have needed to leave the court 
Even with her service game go- 
ing off half-cocked, she was 
ahead 5-1 when the players 
were forced off the court by 
rain. Five of Hingis's nine points 
had been from Graf double- 
faults. 

“I was on top of her right 
from the beginning," Graf said, 
“because I lost the last match 
against her and I didn’t want to 
give her a chance of getting into 
the match. 1 wanted to go for 
my shots right from the begin- 
ning.” 

At the receiving end of this 
onslaught Hingis could only 
hope the hurricane would blow 
itself out. “1 wasn't nervous,” she 
said. "I had nothing to lose. But 
at first it was much fester than 
in other matches. It was so dif- 
ferent." 

Just when it seemed that the 
NSPCC would have to be sum- 
moned to Centre Court to spare 
the youngster total humilia- 
tion, a higher being took a 
hand. The rain came down af- 
ter 17 minutes, and when the 
players returned, the spite in 
Grafs strokes had been di- 
minished. Instead of a massacre, 
we had a match. 

Graf was still not serving 
particularly well, although she 
dragged her first-serve accura- 
cy rate from a pre-rain 33 per 
cent up to 50 per cent, and 
Hingis had a chance to show 
why she is regarded as a cham- 
pion in the waiting. She attacked 
the German's backhand and, as 


her confidence grew, there was 
just the slightest glimmer of an 
upset 

That came, hovered tanta- 
lisingly and went with the sixth 
game of the second set Hingis 
had two break points on the 
Graf serve but could not find the 
shot to give her a 4-2 lead. 

Graf, reprieved, sensed de- 
spondency on the other side of 
the net and went for the jugu- 
lar. Ironically, in view of her 
serving problems, she wrapped 
the match up with two aces. 

“I think it would have been 
easier for me if she had served 
more Gist serves,” Hingis said, 
“because you just have to keep 
the racket there and the bail 
flows over the net She puts 
more spin on the second serve 
and I nit almost every return 
wrong.” 

Graf could afford to be mag- 
nanimous, thin king ahnari to the 
day in the near future when 
Hingis, 12 years her junior, will 
be more than just an early- 
round irritant 

“She’s really got a lot of tal- 
ent out there,” she said. “The 
way she’s been trying these 
last few months, the way she's 
really improved, there’s a very 
good chance shell be dose to 
the top five rankings in the near 
future.” : • ■ • 

And the Graf knee? “Its 
fine.” she replied “No problem. 
I don’t think it looked like I had 
a problem.” No one, and cer- 
tainly neither Hingis nor 
Navratilova, was arguing. 
More reports, results, page 22 
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Monday's Solution 
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ACROSS 26 

1 Very big police car accom- 
modates animal (55) 27 

6 Think payment’s liberal (4) 

9 Flier cries to change dress- 
ing? (10) 

10 Mad about cut (4) 1 

12 Judge's continental break- 
fast? (42,6) 2 

15 Get no votes after shout to 
one of the rabble (3,6) 3 

17 Scot gathered a number 
and prepared to pray? (5) 

IS Don’t insist on right ges- 4 

turc, we hear (5) 

19 Male with list of duties to 5 
- amend backs leading 

churchman (9) 7 

20 Weapons which have no 
charges yet conceal a high 8 
price to pay (75) 

24 Trap securing a profit (4) 

25 Catty bit of nonsense? (ID) 1 1 


Gentle writer meets Eng- 
lish king (4) 

Earl changed land for 
property in US (4,6) 

DOWN 

Foreman has no hesitation 
as a catcher of fish (4) 
Land on either ride of riv- 
er’s very good (4) 

Hy motoring anew round 
Spain; it helps you find 
bearings (12) 

A team with a learner on 
the centre line (5) 
Profoundly browned off? 

Outgoing types in old car 
in races? (10) 
Experimental venue of US 
socialist meeting a right- 
winger (10) 

Fraud manuals? (75) 



13 Face up to conservative 
cutting confection (7-3) 

14 Small plunge takes almost 
60 seconds? (10) 

16 Swimmer colours at shout 
of approval (5,4) 

21 Rubbish from West of 

England river (5) 

22 Blood liquids right in the 
ocean (4) 

23 Some petty restrictions in 
part of car (4) 
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Court at Wimbledon yesterday. Henman Masted past the 
quarterfinals since Roger Taylor In 1973 


" 7 ' luiuunuuiHi maten against Magnus Gustafccnn rin Ron)**- 

Swede in straight sets, 7-6. 6^ 7-6, to become the f irst Brtish ^^5, 

Photograph: David Ashdawti 


Henman’s bit of history 


NICK DUXBURY 


Tim Henman yes- 
terday became the 
first British men’s 
singles quarter-fi- 
nalist since Roger Taylor in 
1973 when he defeated Swe- 
den's Magnus Gustafsson 7-6, 
6-4, 7-6. 

The 21-year-old Henman 
beat the British weather as 
rain did its best to interrupt his 
fourth-round match and disap- 
point the thousands of fans 
gunning for a home win. The 
first set was disturbed by show- 
ers three limes. 

Henman made the perfect 
start, holding his serve to love 
in the opening game then 
breaking Gustafson on his fifth 
break point logo 2-0 up. He en- 
joyed a stroke of luck on that 
point when he dipped the net 
with a forehand return and the 
Swede tried a drop volley which 
Med to clear the net. 


Henman went 3-0 up and 
games went with service until 
the Briton was 4-2 ahead. But 
then Gustafsson, 25 places 
above Henman in the world 
rankings at No 37, went 40-love 
up on his rival’s serve and, al- 
though Henman saved two 
break points, the Swede hit 
home a forehand service return 
to break back for 3-4. 

Only two more points were 
played in the following game be- 
fore rain halted play after 23 
minutes. They came back on 
court after a 39-minute delay 
and were about to start again 
when they had to return to the 
dressing-room. 

Just after the start of the third 
resumption. Gustafsson served 
to save the set and forced a tie- 
break with two convincing pass- 
es, but Henman was master 
once the tie-break began. His 
first service proved a penetrat- 
ing winner and he repeated the 
dose to clinch a 7-2 victory in a 
set which lasted 43 minutes. 


Henman collected the second 
set 6-4 in 31 minutes after 
Gustafsson bad raced to a 3-0 
lead. The Briton broke back in 
the fifth game with a diving fore- 
hand volley which brought the 
strangely subdued crowd alive. 

Henman broke again in the 
ninth game when Gustafsson 
put a forehand service return 
into the net and, when the 
Swede slipped going for a wide 
forehand in the next, it gave 
Henman set point. This time, 
Gustafsson netted a backhand. 

There were two service 
breaks for each player in the 
third set, which headed into a 
tie-break with Henman imme- 
diately forging into a 4-0 lead. 

Gustafsson reduce the deficit 
to 4-6 when Henman fluffed an 
easy backhand volley. Howev- 
er, he made no mistake with his 
next serve, forcing Gustafrson 
so wide he could only, return 
into the net for He nman to win 
the tie-break 7-4 and the match 
in just under two hours. 
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IN TOMORROW’S 
12-PAGE SUPPLEMENT 

BEING THERE V-" 

Carol Sorter experiences the other side of Wimbledon 

A pro^saoi^l’B guide to buying a tennis racket 


PENALTY SHOOT-OUTS " • 

^rato^suggestioos foe the best way to settle a 

THE CmCXET MgE 

Adam Szreter meets Nasse* Hussain, the England No 
3 on the eve ofthe ttUrd Test against Irttfa 
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